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\ To-the Right a.” 
Sir William Aſburit, Kt. 
| Lord Mayor of the Renawned -- 


City of LONDON! 


Ay Lord, = 


Hould Tt have adventured: to prefix to 
theſe Papers the Nameof aty other 
Perſorr, who bgars. a Character, or 

makes 2 Figure in the World, equal to 
that of Your Lordſhip, it-is likely-that a 
large and well-contrived Apology might 
ſcarcely have ben ſefficient to excuſe 
my Confidence. But fo great-is the Ci- 
nity and Condeſcention.of Your Lord- 
ſhip, that any Honeſt Man, who comes 
won a juſtifiable Errand," may find an 
exfie Acceſs 'to you. - 

Your Generous Temper-was 2 fair In- 
Wcement, but that which was my prin- 
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The Dedication. 
ipal Encouragement to make this Ad- 
dreſs to Your Lordſhip, was your long, 
ſerious,and unaffeted Profeflion of Scrip- 
raral and Practical Godlinefs. This was 
ie which gave me Aſſurance, That in 
Preſenting to You A Diſcourſe of Famih- 
Herſbip, * T Thall"only offer -to you that 
- which is Familiar-to you, .and,. by long 
and'experiuental Tryal, found to be vety 
_ conſonant to the Holy Scriptures,and the. 
— common. Principles of true Piety. . 


_If I ſhould _be fo yain, as to attempt. 
3 Fla moo Verſon of your Worth | . ; 
=>, Wildom, I mfght not only be jaſtly:dt 
” fpiſed, but alſo derided. Becauſe my 
= Lord Chies Baron hath Publickly rol 
=> the World much more of Your Char 
> ter; in a-true Reprefencation of you, 
= than a Sycophant could have countet- 
> feiced. And your Actions do: at leaft 
> confirm, if not exceed, all that which ſo 
==> Great and Noble a Perſon hath ſpoken 
=: Thad not, my Lord, any Intention 
= by this Dedication, to expatiate in the 
=. Commendation of Your Vertues: Nor 
any Ambitious Deſign to make my fell 
E=xheteby known' to the World; as preſu- 
og, That whoſoever ſhould read Your 
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the Curioſity to' ſee, - who ſtood) at the. 
bottom. 'It is now - roo late for; me to 
ſtudy ſuch lhetle Arrifices.  For:I have 
ſent my Life hitherto irs no ungrateful 


Retirement: And it would-be to ſmaHi* 

purpoſe for-me to defire ro: ſhew: my. ſelf 

to the World ( eſpecially having nothing 3 
conſiderable to” Entertain: Men withal:) : 4 | 
when,aCcording' totheocdinary courſe.of | 
_ br tho ea ach naked a lewis IE | : 
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; Sake oAſſere: 
Riwih-18 Werſbip, isan U 
I am confident,” all- allow. 
of,and Your Lordſhip will Pacrdnine, As 2» 
for the Fatlures and 'Weaknefſes-which = 
are too viſible in the management of 1t; 
I promiſe my ſelf chat eicher Your Lord- 
ſhip's Candor will.overJodk. them, or 
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Jour Goodneſs Pardon them. 

Let others be as ſevere 'as they pleaſe 
in Cenſuring, and as-fupercilious as they - 
will in deſpiſing the Compoſer, yet I ſhall 
be TAE thankful to thoſe who. will 
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The  Dedicaticn. 
bring ſtronger Argumenes to prove, 
more effectual Perſ walives a ny 
mend this excellent part-of Religion.to } - 
all that bear the Name of Chriſt in the Þ Tc 
World. . 1 am almoſt aſſured, that there 
are none who will dire&tly and openly | - | 
appear againft ir.' And it Men will ule | 
no other Weapons than thoſe of Scripture | 
and Right Reaſon, 1 am perfectly ure, 7 

-. they cannot ſhake it. May God be bet- 
er ſerved by usin all'Capacities and Re- 

lations ; in; our Congregations, Families, 

on Cloſets, the Dy4 > ax at ch 


wks your  Drainent Maziſiracy with 
Prudence, Integrity, and Honour; and 
Command his Grace and -Bleſhing © reſt 
upon Your Vertuous Lady, and-all the BY fir 
Ey Branches of Your Worthy Family. . , 
n " And thus, myLord, with your Per- 
cndGon; I ſhall adventure to qubicribe 
my ſelt, | 


M LORD, 


Tour Lardfeip's ver) Real, and nit 
anly Your Nomins! Servant, 


Geo. Hamond. 


| The PREFACE. 
To all the Religious Worſhippers of Get 


in their Families, Inhabiting in and a- 

- bout Lendon : Particularly, ro thoſe of 
thar Congregation, 'in which the Pro- 
vidence of God hath fer me to Labour 
in the Word and Dodrine. _ + : 
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[ | 
Y my Youth, 'to my grey | | 
| plozed, according to the Grace wouchſafed to 


me, in Miniſtring the Goſpel of our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, tho' in much weakneſs and mani- 
fold failings 3 for which I bumbly implore 
perdoning Mercy, and bope for Acceptance 
through the Blood of Chriſt. During thoſe 
Years in which I bave exerciſed gy Miniſtry 
in this City, I have appeared but litthe out 
of the Limits of that Congregation, on which 
my Attendance was eſpecially required, unleſs 
it were occaſionally at the Morning Exerciſes, 
and rarely to. aſſiſt ſome of my Brethren. 
Neither bave I been forward to Print any 
thing, being conſcious to my ſelf of my own 
A 4. I3;- 
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The PREFACE. 


Inſufficiencies, only, I was upder 6 kind of 
Neceſfity,. to..ſuf, plain Sermons to 


= $200 
08d, one in the Fourth Volume of the Ca- 
ſaift ical Morning Exerciſes; the other @ Fu 
neral Sermon fer my reſpefied and beloved 
Brother Mr. Steel. - And now I am 10 fend 
forth thu Diſcourſeiof Family-Horſhip': And 
| { think my ſelf obliged ro: let you know , by | 
what ffeps Las led to = Publication 
Some Months ſince, * Anot: 
LG Sarkes,. Redirend Brother and: my {el 
- pe by er te Mt 
— Gb to, hv Account _—_— 


you 3- Not as comin | | 
fters, but im MY Fs Nei onhr And I de 
ſire that thus meybe-well obſerved, thats Y © 
may appear; that my Brethren are nct reſpon © ©: 
\fible -for any thing that # faulty or defettre Y | [« 
herein. If therefore any Perſon ſhall take Ex þ 
-—_- *ceptions: at Wha: u« bere afferted, 1 bope thy 

| \ will be ſo juſt, as to level their diſpleaſure at Y t! 
= ny elf only. Thus us enough, and perbap Y 1 
$._ . - $00 much, touching my ſelf. by 

"3G . As for the Reaſons, why I dire& theſe Pe 
: per ie. jou, I'chink —_ Calling doth Lice 
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The /FREFACE. - © 
we 20 declare. { as 1 am able). the whole.Couns' 
ſel of God, ... Neither dath any \thing, that 1 
know of, forbid me to aſſiſt the Chuldren. of 
God, for the furtherance of their Knowledpe, 
Faith, Holmmeſ,'and Comfort: Bejides, I bumn- 
bly concetve that thu Diſcourſe may. be proper 
for you,and acceptable to. you hecauſe it brings 
jou no new Dodiranes, but ibe Common Faith 
4 Pradice of the Saints, throughout all the 
{pes of the Church. Here you will nat find 
en) thing to perplex your Mimads,diſſorder your 
Aﬀections, or waſte your precious Time, ins 
, reading the fiery and endleſs wrangles of them 
= that contend for Glory, . or. Victory, without 
427 great adwantage io the clearing, or efta- 
FP Piece, there = nothing to diſturb your Repoſe, 
= or retard your Progreſs in HolineC :- But, by 
the Bleſſing of . Gad, ye may met with ſome- 
ting. which may inform your Fudgments., 
i #4 engage you with greater vigour and ala> 
fl criuy io Exerciſe. your ſebues in the excellent 
- part of . Pra&ical Religion. Tha. [: think 
BY /ufficient, not only. to Excaſe," but alſo to Tus 
-B Ffifie the making ths Adireſi to you... 
| [ bave. mentioned theſe things, hecauſe I 
BY 799:19 hc it decent ro teſt ifie. that Reſpet which 
| I. bave for you, accounting 'it would: bave * 
been. @ piece of Rudeneſi_ 9 bave..ohtruded 
theſe Papers upon. you, without fone Prevvieue 
IPblication. EP the Engiric 
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The PREVACE 


of ſome *who be willing to peruſe © thz 
Diſcowrſe, ind, ety. Fol go bave a 
mind to know ſomething paknny bom who 
drew it Oy” 

But 1 the 'pricipal De tba 
Preface, er, A a Lewd Waking k 
than to Apologize for thus Inſcription, as an 
Invitation "ro your Reading of the Diſcourſe 
it felf :- For T reſolved, upon thus Advay 
rage, to lay a few things before you, which 
T apprehend do deferve your ſerions Conſide- 
ratron. As, wy 1 fd ſomethin 

1. Hoping that you wi ome in 
ths Kon 1 that may inform and anfom 
yeur Tudgments, That Family-Worſhip bat 


a Divine Warram « Let me beſesch you to | 


perſevere in the performance” thereof , with 
full aſſurance of F Faich And if you meet 


with any Suggeſt tons chat may wnſettle you, 


whether rhey ariſe Form your own _— | 


or Weakneſs; or Yrom the ; Covils or Scoff's of 
= ye may fortefie The your ſelves agamft 
their Infenmat ions. alſo, T entreat you 
79 obſerve, end fix m your minds ſuch Ar- 
Fruerments for Family-Worſhip as appear to 
you" moſt plain and forcible, and ro make 
u6-of rhew'( wr 's far Ocagfon may be of- 
fered ) 20 farsfic ox a who queſt a or blame 
Jour Praice. at they may ſee, that you 
are not lei"thereto by Stnpularity, or Aﬀe- 
_ wr -meerly from Cuſftom , or the 
Aut 


The PREFACE. 
Authority of your Teachers, but from Scrip- 
ture-Grounds and Direions, and the Com- 
mon Sentiments of «ll the Children of God, 
and their Example in all the ſunngfros Ages 
of "the Church. Who knows but that your 
Charitable end Prudent Manggement of ſuch 
Advantages as Providence 'may put into 
your Hands, may be bleſſed by God, that the 
Igporant, or Prejudiced may receive Infor- 
mation and SatufaGion, and the mouths of 
the Refra&ory may be ſtopped? 

2. As ] bave endeavoured to lay the 
Ground-work gpon which Family-Worſhip is 
built ane effablifhed, ſtrong and deep ; L, I 
beſeech yeu- rot to build upon #t Wood, Hay, 
or Stubvle : | mean a ſlight and ſuperficial 
Performance thereof 5 but that ye would, as 
ef; as ye are employed ir this Holy Wark , 
be {ure to preſerve and excite that Divine 
Principle ef Grace, which is planted in ' you 
, by the Holy Gboſt : Remembring ( what 'is 
ofren inſznuated in the Diſcourſe 1; * lf ) That 
Family-Worſnip, rightly performed, is truly 
end really Divine Worſhip : And therefore to 
be always carryed on with a profurmd Re- 
wverence toward the Divine Majefty, and 
with great Humility and Sincerity, as that 
which ts to be offered up to the moſt Holy 
end Blejſed God, through Jeſus Chriſt the 
' Medrator, by the aid end afſifance of the 
Holy Spiris. Bear with me, if im this nat- 

Fer. 


Me ' 


{ig 


=P " he PREPACE. NS 
-ter 1 endeavenr to ftir up your pure Mind: 
-with the uttermof Efforts 4 Zeal and Cha-_ 
.rity that 1 ams' able to. put forth. For I fear © 
| (Ges: grant it. may be without ' cauſe ) that 
if -3&is part of: Prattical Religion, as = | 
| -« others, bat leffered « lamenteble Declenfon: 
. from its priffeme Vigour, . among Profeſſors. 
- There are (God knows) too many Symptoms, 


that. the Power of. Godlineſs lies Uanguiſigne 
and withering _ Hs. 9 Ms Yemen 
. from whence we are fallen, Pay pe Sata and 
+ 4s our faſt works. When Men ſatifie them- 
ſelves with retaining the Images and filbeok 
_ > ef Divine Ordinances, or Holy 
and bove tither iſhed or loft the Spi. 
- * rit and Vital Power of them, . the Effet: 
will be found ro be wery miſchievous and 
ereadful. 
+ Let me have leave. to pref yeu with 
. 6: fuſtifieble Importunity, to keep up the con- 
: Fant and uninterrupted. performance of Fa- 
mily-IVorſhip, and do not ſuffer « , upon any 
Pretenſion, to be interrupted, or beftily [lub- 
« bered over. I confeſs, there may be ſome 
Circumſtances which may rj gry ly mece/- 
ſtate the Contrattimg thereof ( for that tame.) 
ſonal parts thereof : So that the Read-" 
EISY Prayer a. . nay be the ſhorter. But 
E- bed, thas wha may be allowed upes 
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 Indifferency of Spirit, and. ſo. from. an evil 
Principle or Habit, your 'Family-Warſhip be- 
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ga patios: Ac 
regular Paſſion, When Je fee the het 
. ſofitions, or (Prevarications to get ground 
upon you, then, in the . frength TTY 
excite and. engape\ your bearts 't0. greater 
Sincerity and Fervour 'in your Femily- 
Duties : Hold tbems cloſe to them, and [u 
rbem not 20 ſtart afide, like deceitful Bows. 
nd bire 1 muſt be allowed to grue went to 
that juſt Sorrow cnd Indignation, which are 
fired in me, by obſerving bow the Spirit 
taal Diftemper increaſeth, and eats mto. the 
Vitals of Religion. _ At. firft ſome continue 
the Exerciſe of Family-Worſhip in the Exter- 
nal part, but with great Remiſneſs, or I 
differency of Spirit. Then, upon ſome real, 
or imaginary Neceſſity, they give groe Sos te 
. s Difpenſation to omit it altogether for once, 

and are not bumbled for it, ons Ok 
. deed their ſn, nor are ſenſible of the Preju- - 
; dice which they (uſt ain thereby, and ſo ſmart 
under jt, as thetr Affiiftion. And at loft, 
| | Neceſſities 1nd Obftru@ions 'come to be. (o 
*j Tpruliphed, rbat Family Worſbip cannot find 
| _< convenient ſeaſon to be phat Lag 
Ae Eo hi? it. comes - 
4s hy 1he Poyfomn. (ee ra 
; "RI 
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come. ſlight and ſbort, that je-may gratifie 


The PREFACE. 


taft Ague, for this cannot proceed from the 
Spirit of a ſound Mind, which.is even and 


fteady. That I may therefore contribute my _ 


beſt aſſiſtance to thoſe who labour under this 
Infirmity ( fa > thern to beve' the Root 
of Matter PLE, and, by way of pre- 
wention, to Atidote ſuch as may be in dan- 
ger of falling into it, I ſhall endeavour to 
empreſs upon Conſcience the neceſſity of the 
dathy performance of Family-Worſhip. _ 


1. When ye througbly ſearch into the Scris- 
rure-Grounds and Reaſons of Family-Horſhid, 
ye will find thexy to be as ffrong and prevs- 
lent to eftabliſh daily Worſhip, as the IWor- 
flip it ſelf. For ye may obſerve, that our 
Bleſſed Saviour giving Direfions about 
Prayer, preſcribes this Petiticy, { Give us 
this day our daily bread. Here it 5s 
evident, that daily Bread muſs be Gail 
arked. It is not then ſufficient that we « 
once pray for Bread for a Month, or 6 
Week, or three, or two Days, vat this muſt 
be done every day. And I doubt no: but 
every ſerious Perſon doth believe daily Grace 
to be as valuable and neceſſiry as daily 


Bread ; and tha: our Souls do want Supplies 


as welt as our Bodies, T am willing to bope, 
that Fam; *orfliy ( of wh:tco Prayer ts as 
Efjzttol 75>: ) bath been (ufic:ently afferted 
i #: Dio urfe it felt; and of fo, by our 
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The PREPACE. 


Seviour's Determination, there muſt be daily 
Family-Prayer. 

2, Th ch the Petition for daily Bread, 
db includ; all- other things neceſſary. for 
our Supply and Support, while we ' are paſ- 
ſing through ths frail Life : Net foraſmuch 
as our Bleſſed Savieur & piecaſed to fipnifie 
them under the Name and Notion of Daily 
Bread, ang {9 to point 10.0ur daily Repaſt : 

& may imvite is to take notice of the or- 
dinary fated. Seaſons, in whith Families do 
uſually come toges ker io receive it, But m : 
ths we are not 70 be determined by National 
Cuſtoms, which ns) be wariable, nor 
what particular Perſons may chooſe for their 
Fameltes, but by that which was the ordi- 
nary Praffice m thoſe Times and Places , 
which the Scripture ſpeaks of. Is it we find, 
That thetr cuſtomary, ſtated Meals were 
twice 4 gay pu and are called Diner and 
Supper. Luke XIV.12. — When 
thou makeſt a Dinner or a *= = 
Supper. The Dinner-tume was —_ 
in the former part of the day. 

Gen. XLIHI. 16. Theſe Men fhall Dine 
with me' at Noon. 7/hbich the Chaldee 
thus Parapbraſeth, Theſe Men ſhall eat with 
me at Dioner. The Supper-time. was inthe 
latter part of the day. Luke XIV. 

17. And he ſent his Servants © ENER 


I GI1s- 


at Oupder-time. © Hence it ap- 
| pears, 


- . The PREFACE. 

ars, That the ſeaſons of t their com- 
moos Repaſt togerber , o robo former 
and latter pert of the day, which are. in 
Scripture Cay called, The Morning, 
and the Evening, allowing to eitber 37% 
a due Latitude. Tha may be e 
one Inſtance. I Kings X16 Tad che 
Ravens brought him (5. e. Elijeb) Bread 
and Fleſh in the Morning , and Bread 
and Fleſh in the Evening. That s, 
the uſual Meal-times of Dinner and Supper, 
That which I bave to offer from what 1 bave 
mentioned touching the ordinary Meal-times, 
which were twice in @ day, us ths ; Tha. 
s day. Fom the Rae ages: nd _ 
our Saviour teacheth ms to pray for our dai RX 
Bread, may not this, without ſframing the 
words, be a fair mmtimation to ws, that Fa” 
mily-Pr & ſhould be performed twice a day? 
6 an) ſhal judge that this Reaſon i defe- 

Eve in Evidence, or Cogency, _ jet. 1 am 
ſure, the Invitatim from hence , to Pray 
twice a day in our Families, s very allow- 
able: and: Piow, and, on "that Account, I 
may be permitted to recommend it i0 thoſe, 
whoſe Prety- may enclone them to embrace 
#. 
"* 3. We have Jet mare clear and pregnant 
Indications, That God's Solemmn War, a 20 


be is twice in 4 day : And that the 
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The PREFACE. 
ordinary Seaſons far it, are the. Aornivg 

4's Eveniss. . \Only, let it be remens - - 
bred, that-the terms of ng and Even- 
ing, are'to be extended to their due Latitude; 
for each of rhens contains the ſpace. of ſeve- 
ral hours: And yer they are to be ſo bounded 
and limited, that they may be diſtinguiſhed 
the one from the other. Thu being premiſed, 
I ſhall produce ſome Scripture-Arguments to 
frengthen. this Aſſertion with great Brevity, 
though the narrow limits. of a Preface will 
xot allow me room t0-expatiate upon them. 
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| and Evenmg'; and bath pur 6 fanal Re 
BF mark apor each of. them. Pal LXY.8S.. 
— Thou” makeſt the out-goings of. the 
Morning . avd 'Evening to -rejoyce, { or 
fing) that 's ObjeRively, that - ſuch. -a 
fear bim, may be excited to Adore and War- - 
ſhip him Actively. Both theſe Seaſons for 
Holy Warſhip . are mentioned Conjanetly., 
Pſal. NCIL. 1, 2. Ir is a good thing to 
- _ give thanks. unto the Lord, and to ſing 
- Praiſes to thy Name, O Lord moſt High. 
To ſhew ' forth thy loving-kindneſs in 
the Morning, and thy faichfulneſs every: - 
Night. And Diſtin&ly, in rhe Morning. - 
P/al. 
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The PREFACE. 
Pfal. V. 3. My voyce fhakt thou hear in 
the Morning, O.Lord: In the Morni 
will I lift up my Prayer unto thee, wo. 
will look up. Is the Evening, Pſal. CXEL 
2. Let my Prayer be fer forth as the In. 
cenſe, and the lifting up of my hands, 


as the Evening-Sacrifice. 
2. The Equity and then of 
Morning and Evening P, may be ar- 


gued upon Scriprure- ( Tr.) 4s for 
Aorning-I orſhip : Conmitin Gratitade will 
enyage as fo Pei God "for ' bus Prote&ton 
a as, and that Reſt which be vouchſafeth 


70 afford ws. in the br-ſeaſon.- Lam. Ill | 
we are net.confamed, becauſe his Come 


22, 23- I of theT 


pafſjons fail not: They are new every 
Morning, great is thy faithfulneſs. 4nd 
borh Conſcience and Prudence will oblige us 
fo pray for bs Direion, Aſſiſtance, and 

Bleſſing upon what we undertake 
Pſal. CIV. in the es For then Man go- 
23- eth: forth to his Work, and to 

his Labour until the Evening. 
And it is God's Bleſſing that cauſeth us to 
pr in ow Employments. We ſhould 
therefore Pray, as Pal. XC. 17. — Eſta- 


bliſh thou the ks of our hands upon: 


us, yea, the work of qur hands, eſtabliſh 
thou i it. For ths, Abraham's Servant bath 
" ſer as a fair Copy to write after, Gen. XXIV. 

#7 I2. 


| 


The: PREFACE 


12. O Lord-God—1I pray thee, ſend me 
good . ſfpecd this. day, .Thus-did Nehe+ 
. miab, 'Qhap. I. 11. —— Proſper; I pray 
thee; thy. jy Fob this day, The” com- 
witting of our werks then wwto 

the Lord,  « the- moſt, effeFual - Prov. XVI. 
way t0 oy puoteg our th bis eſta 3 

a (2:) For Exening-Wor- 

: We are then to Prk the Land who 
hath bleſſed cur going out, and our coming 
in. . To compmit cur ſelves ro by Almighty 
ay = IV. 8. I will Iu! mp 


who are ſo: > F 
of Robbers, and the Fame y: H 
fire 178 the. Ns 74.8 

3- Morning end. Evening Worſhip may 

be enforced from many Scripture-Injundtions, 
which require ws, To Pray without cea» 
ſing, 1-Zze//. V. 17. That men ought al- 
ways £0 pray, and not faint, Luke X VIIL. 
1. Let us offer.the Sacrifice of Praile 
to God continually, Heb. XIIL x5. The 
meaning of ſuch places cannot be, That\we 
ſhould 7, do nothing elſe but Pray ; but that 'we 
ſvenld not feil to Worſhip God as often as 
be makes i: our Puty ſo 10 de. And that 
* wil appear io be in the Morning and Evens ' 


ST 


The PREFACE 
- Safer For |ſo-we find "the word | 
[os ntinual ]- as it refers to Divine Wir: 


50 be int 
39:*Now, ehis is that which thou ſhalt 
offer upon the Altar, tws Lambs of 'the 
firſt Year, day by day continually. The 
one Lamb ſhalc thay offer'in the Morn- 
ing, and the other Lamb ſhaltthon offer 
at Even.” Aud Verſe 42: This ſhall bea 
Continual Burnt-offeting. * 
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<& your Family-Worſbip, Fengay ro the 
lace ( if your _—_ afford' you 'any w# 


riety forchoice ) and ' principally 'as" ro tbe 


Tame, * which is always very much tm your | 


own power. - And therein to embrace all Ad: 
es that may promote it, and to avoid 

ares nears may obſtrutF or damnife it. Up: 

on #513 occaſion, I boye it will be excuſable , 


A: I mention thoſe Complaints, which ] bavt * 
beard 


- 
- 


erprered.— Exod. XXIX. 38; 


What 1 have” here ſucemitly* ads = ; 


& tk 2 yl Imre v2 
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The P R EF A c E. 
beard from ſome, whe, in much 
and prief of - heart, have bewailed ED by 
orderlimeſs of many in the m 
their Family-Worſhip , - in 16e ene ou 
"Timing of their Evening Duties. 8. tbe 
Males do ordinarily ſtay abroad m_ it be 


| exceeding late at at Night, end that - in the 


mean time, ſome of their Servants take the 
Liberty to be where they ſhould. not, and in * 
ſach Company, as mſtil] tmto ther che Poyſon 
of Levity, Unfaithfulnef, or Debauchery ; 
Y 22L5cb baving once taken Root in them, will 

* wot ſoon, or eaſily be eradicated.  And-that 


| thoſe who Tema at_ home, peg the 


| comimg m of the Maſters, to Fe Ro Foal 
 Evenmg- Warſbop, - .are quite tired_ opt, eitber 


"+ by their Labours in the day, or the wearine 


of waiting, or the inſuperable prevalence. of 
Natural Infirmity, become Droufie, and ſo 
indiſpoſed, that . not only their Minds and 
AﬀeFions are dull and 5g but « en, ther 


Senſes are_Jocks np _ in * ſleep, (through 

greateſt part of the Worſhip) which, Tea 
they could not take . ſeaſonably_in their Beds . 
they adventure to admit, while they are up- 
on their Knees. 1_ do not bring. this as an 
Aecuſation, cr .« Reproach to any ,. but to 
Cantion all. That the.Culpable may be m- 


duced to wo ales and Reform this Diferder ; 5 
and that others may be ett io be $54 


lant; "that they be not entangled in thi 


ſnave: 


F. I moſt earneſtly entreat you to take 
care, That your Family-Religion be always 
ſeconded ani cherifbed by an Holy Converſa- 
tion. That as je ſet wp the Worſhip of Ged 
in your Houſes, ſo ye would preſerve the 
Fear of God m your Hearts, and manifeſt 
it m your Lives. Nt diffintuiſh your [elves 
from the Carnal . ani! Profane, by Weorſlup- 
ping God in their Families : Take beed that 
ye become not the ſame with them, in any 
of their Evil Praices. Religion will be 
ſorely wounded, and in{olently reproached, if 
ye give occaſion to them who ſeek occaſion , 


rand beſeech you, to walk wiſely in your 
Houſes, with perfef# Hearts, that your Dv- 


weſfticks be not ſcandalized. Tt will be a 


dangerons ftumbling-block m their way, if 
they ' bear you rot: as with Tongues of 
Angels, when ye are on your Knees; and 
out of the time of Worſhip, bear you Peak 
as Children of Belial ; wenting you Choler 


in words of Bitterneſs and Railing : Or 0b- 


ſerve in you the unſevrury Eructations of 
Pride or Paſſion. For then your Evil Ex- 
ample will Prejudice them more than your 
Inſeruttion and Prayers will __ "_ | 


The Þ-REFACE 


gue | 
ro diſgrace both it and you. I muſt alſo ex-- 


_——— TY --Y-L-: 


The PREFACE, 


6. I beve one Requeſ® more,: which 1 
hope I ſbali | obtats as joan as 1 propoſe it : 
That ye would, mm jour Family-Devotiens, 
ſtrive earneſtly with God, . That be would. be 
gracioxs to the Church and State; and that 
Religion and Righteouſneſs may take deep 
Root, ſpread, and flouriſh among #s : That 
under the Reign of Their Majeſties, the 
Righteoms may” fiourifh, © *nd abundance of 
Peace as long as the Morn endurath. And 
forget not the Churches of God abroad, Pjead 
the Cauſe. of deſpiſed Sion, againſt ber In- 
ſulting and Potent Adverſaries. That when 
the Lord ſhall have waſhed away the 
fileh of the Daughters of Sion, and have 
purged the Blood. from the midſt there- 
of, by the Spirit of Judgment, and by 
the Spirit of Batoing : He would create 
.epon every dwelling-place of Mount 
Sen, and upon her Aſlemblies, a Cloud, 
and a Smoak by Day, and the ſhining 
of a flaming Fire by Night : So that up- 
a all the Glory there may be a De- 

CC. 


Theſe are the Requeſts which 1 earneſtly 
make to jou ; and the Advices which I 
bave takes the e to lay before you : 
 Aſfuring my ſelf that they will meet _ 


» 


The PREFACE. 
kind Reception from you. And ſo I com- 
wend- you to God, and to the Word of bis | - 
Grace; which is ableto EY? and 
#0" give you an Inheritance among all them 


ERRATA. 

Age 13: line 33. for mizt, read mix. p. 15. $ 
P for prove it be, r. prove it to be. p. 3+ I. 9. for 
this, I. bis. and |. 24: dele with. p. 35- in the Mar- 
gent, r.TANINW). Et repetes ea,from:] NU acuere. 
P- 44. in the Nargent, for de prima puero cum infli- 
tatione, I. de prima puerorum inftitutione.P. 49. 1.21. * 
for that may retain them, r. that they may ritain 
them. Þ- $6.1. 19. for zot long debate, r.-no long dt» 
bate. p- 57+] 31- fot yet ' pray, r. ye pray. p. 72. 
I. 14. for reaſon, r. reaſoning. p- 73-1. 26, for 1 fuj- 
poſe by this, r. by this time. p. 1.1.14: for the con- 
ceit, r. this conceit. 1bid. |. ulr. for and bis Preaching; 
r. is bis Preaching. p. 90. inthe Margent, for bym-, 
_ nodicam, © bywnodian. p. 941.1. for ſpone, r. ſhame. 

Þ- 95. [. ule. r. ſerved the true God only, yet becauſe, 
Þ. 99. I. ult. for zz, r. Guzer. p, T1060. |. 15. I. Bit as 
r6uching the ReſurreFion of thi dead, "Have ye n0t 
- "req that which was ſhdken. 


OF. 


OF , 
FaMILY= WORSHIP, 


Efore the Caſe of Family-IPorſhip can 
well be clearly, and farisfactorily fta- 
red, I humbly conceive that. ſome Ge- 
neral Conſiderations touching, the For- 

ſhip of God are to be. premifed : Which I ſhall 
hy down as Poſtulata, or Propofitions to be 
conſented unto, and agreed upon, in this De- 
bare, i 

« 'r. That the Eternal, Living, and True God 

> |} is to be worſhipped by AIL Pſal. XXII. 27. 

, Al the kindreds of the Nations ſhall worſhip be- 

I e thee. | Ver. 28.._ For the Kingdom # the 

% ds, and be iy Governour among the Nations. 

* | Plal. LXVI. 4. Al the Earth ſhall worſhip thee. 

fo {ripture-Teſtimonies may be ſpared, becauſe 

2 } this is a Principle cngrafted in the Nazural Con- 

ſcier®.s of all Men; and profeſſed by Jews, 

-: | Mabumerans, and Chriſtians of all denomina- 

-, | tions; -yea, by Papins themſelves. They, 

2. {| then, who deny, or caſt off the Worſhip of 

ſe, God, are worſe than Infidels, and \are to be 

a Þ ranked among the Arheifts, P/al. XIV. 1. The 

0 | Fool hath ſaid tn his heart, there is no God. He 

- I that pays no Religious Worſhip. to the Deity, © - 
owns no God. And he thar faith, thar he ac-. .. 
B * know- 


_— 


F” pres far, « we ouzht. Suppoſe there ſhorld be 
\ " Grace 


M Of Family-Worſtip. 
knowledgeth a God, but that he ows no War- 
ſhip to him, doth entangle himſelf in a wicked 
and fooliſh Contradiction. 

'2. Thar Family-Worſhip rightly, and Reli- 
giouſly performed, is truly: the Worſhip of God. 
For it partakes of the General Nature of Di- 
vine Worſhip, is the lame with'iir for Subſtance, 
and harh all the Eſfenrials of ir. That ix comes 
to be performed in Families is only Accidental, 
and a meer Circumftance. They , therefore, 
who will not agmir of Family-Warſhip, ought,” 
in Reaſon, to ſhew either that it is not Divine 
Worſhip 3 Or, Thar it cannot be performed in 
Families. e. gr. Thar rhe Scriprures may nor 
be read in Families, nor God invocated, or 
praiſed, nor rhe Members of the Family de 
inſtructed in the Knowledge of God, nor be 
exharted to *live Soberly , Righteouſly, and 
Godly. Theſe are the Inſtances in which Fa- 
mily-Worſtip is ro be employed and exerciſed. 

3. In order to the Regular, and Lo_—_ 
Performance of Religious Worſhip, ir is new 
ceflary, that the Worlhippers have in them the 
Principle of Grace, and that the ſame Princh 
* ple be duly excired, acted, and exerciſed. The 
Principle of Grace is required. Hebr. XI. 28. | jn x 
Let ws bave Grace, whereby we may ſerve Ged ac- || nd 
cepeably. John IV. 24. God is 4 Spirit, and ff tim 
they that worſhip him, mu worſhip bims in Spin Þ| maxi, 
r3t, and in Truth; and many other places. This | 
Principle of Grace ought ro be actually exc 
red and exerciſed in all Religious Worſhip. 
Rom... VII. 26. Likewiſe alſo the Spirit belpeth 
our Infirmities, for we know not what we ſbould 


| Y of Family-Warſhip. 2 
Grace in the Principle, yer if it be nor ſtirred 


up, God dorh not account himſelf to be ac- 
ceprably worſhipped. Iſa. LXIV. 7. There is 


none that calleth upon thy Name, that ftirreth up 
himſelf to take bold of thee. That Prayer which - 


« 
- | s acceptable and ſucceſsful, ' muſt have the 
2 | Principle or Spring of Activity which is with- 
$ | in, wound np, and fera moving. 
1, | Hence it will follow, Thar when- Jam. V.16. 
, | forever, whereſoever, or by whom- _— 
u," | ſoever God is worſhipped aright, 
e | the Worſhippers themtelves ought ro be Godly, 
in } and to Werſhip bim after a Godly fort, with 
ot. | Faith, Sinceriry, Activity, and Alacrity, and 
;r | in the exerciſe of other Graces Pfal. CHT. r. 
de i Bleff the Lord, O my Soul.” and all that is within 
be | me bleſs bis holy Nzme. Plat. CYLV. rt 
nd | Lyd is nigh to all chem that call upon bim 
a= | that call upon bim in truth. All this belongs to 
Family-Worſhip, as much as ro any other; 
though ir may be feared, rhar roo many do nor 
+ *rge their Conſciences with ir fo cloſely and 
h&" Fiequently as they oughr ro do. = 
4. Perſons in an unregenerate, or unlandti- 
be Þ}f fed ſtare, are nor (while they fo continue } 
25. FI ina meer capacity ro WorſhipGod acceprably 
ac Þ} and yer they are under an indiſpenfible Obliga- 
s F ton (in point of Daty) ſo ro do; and are ob- 
+ | mxtous ro Divine Vengeance, if they do nor 
bis | Worſhip him. The Reaſon is evident: Be- 
icy & auſe Man being God's Crearure, muſt of ne- 
up. } cffity always continue under his Rule and 
Deminion : And being a Rational Creature, 
ld apacitared- to Know and Serve him ;. is, there- 
tpon, bonnd ro Worſhip bim. This will be 
| ; B 2 clearly 


P 


- 4- Of *F:mily-Worſhip. 


clearly made our, -if -we compare 48s XVII. 


28. In bim we live, move, and have our Being, 
with Pſal. XCV. 6. . Let w worſhip, - arid bow 


down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. So 


thar neither Man's Impotency, nor Impierty can 


diveſt God of. his &Authoriry, to require, and, 


command him, ro render him that Worſhip, 
which 1s due to him, and ro Puniſh him for his 
Negle&t and Diſobedience. This is evidenr 


from Lake XIX. 14. - His Citizens hated bim, ' 


ſaying, we will nat have this Man to Reign over 
ws. Here they renounce their Allegiance ; and, 
© though Subjects de Fure, or of Right, -yet de 
dare themielves Enemies : Yer could not their 
Rebellion ſecure them from the Arm of Juſtice, 
For it follows, he, 27. ; thoſe mine Enernues, 
which, that T ſtould Reign over them, 
ries rg” flay them before me. 
From this Hypotheſis, Two uſeful Conſedta- 
ries may be deduced. 

:. Thar the preſent ſtate of every Ungodly 


Perſon is moft wretched and deplorable : And, 


jt will appear to be fo, though we look no fur- 
ther than that intricare and perplexed Condi- 
tion in which he. is involved and entangled, 
with reſpe&t ro his Worſhipping of God. 

1. If he ſuppoſe, that thoſe Performances 
which he renders to God (under the Norion or 
'P:erence of Worſhip) will find acceptance with 
him, he groſly deceives himſelf. For God hath 
plainly. declared, thar he doth deſpiſe, and will 
reject rhe Services of fuch as are impenitent 
and. ungedly Sinners. Prov. XV. 8. The Se 
crifice of the wicked is an abomination to ihe 
'Lord— Ifa. ]. 13. Bring nas more vain Ole 


Hons 


OBEY PE THE 02 th 


tions —=- Pial. LXVL 18. If T pegard iniquity 
in my heart, the Eord wilt not bezr me. John DX. 
31: Now, we know that G5d beareth nor ſinners. 


- Ler the Profane, and Hypocrites lay- this to © 


" heart, \ and flarrer themſelves no lovger with 
their own Delufians. 

2. If any, upon kearing'that God doth abo- 
minate the Worſhip of the Profane and Hypo- 
critical; ſhalt; hereupon, deſperately conclude, 
Thar then it is beſt, or moſt eligible for them, 
Not ro Porſhip him at all, they muſt know , 
That the caſting off, and renouncing of all 
Religion, -will nor ſecure them from the Vin- 
dicative Juftice of God, bar is the way ro 


\ pluck down more wrath upon themſelves: Be- 

; VES-. 
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veraignty, yea, his very Bemg 3 and bring up- 
on themſelves ſwift Deſtruction. P/a/. LXAXUT. 
27. They that are far from thee, ſhalk periſh. 
Pfal. XC. 4. The wicked, through the pride of bis 
\Founten ce, will not ſeek after God ; God is yot 
ms ell 'bis thougbes. Jer. X. 25. Pour ont thy 
fury upon the Heathen that know thee no: ; and 
upon the Families that call no: npon_ thy Namie. 
Men may be guilry of many fins, for which 
God will puniſh-rh&m, bur-when he 'gives an 
Inftance in One ſin, we may conclude that One 
to be the moſt provoking ; as in Amos Il. 4; 
Fir three tran/preſſions of Judab, and for four, T 
il! not turn. away the pun:ſhment thereof : be- 
cauſe 'they have deſpiſed the Law of the Lord; 
ad their lies (#. e their Idols) have” daufed 
them to err. As if it had been ſai, Their 
Idolatry was the Principal, Meritorious, Provo- 
' & Þ king 
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6 of Fumily Waſp; "I" 
king cauſe of their Ruin. Thus, when Ga 
ſhall Arraign many for their Blaſphernies, Ex- 
cefles, Uncleanneſs, &c. this may be wrizen in 
the head of their Indictment, Theſe ſhall dre, 
becauſe they kave not called upon my Name. Thi C | 
is the Firſt Conſetary 

2. The Second Conſedtary ſhall be, - Thar 
Marnters ftaading as they have been declared, 
,with reſpe&t ro the Worſhip of God, and the 
Qualifications of the Worſhippers, we may in- 
fer, Thar it is the Duty, and ſhould be rhe Care 
of all Faithful Miniſters, to charge all Perſons 
with whom they have do, ro Worſhip the Erer- 
nal, and Living God : And alſo, fo to Worſhip 
+ 2 that Sa ey key. <B-7o Fl 

*% hg I 
this Affair, to art See. rheir Inftruction 
and Exhorrarions. ro their Spiritual ftare and 
condition. To encourage, affift, and direct the 
Godly ro Worſhip the Lord, in the Sacred AF JF ar 
ſemblies, in their Families, and in Secrer. And |} E: 
ro remonſtrare to the grofly Ignorant, the Pro- | ite 
face, the Worldly, and Senſual,-thar they lye 
under an indiſpenſible Obligarion (in potar of | f© 
Dury ) ro Worſhip the Great God, their Maker, | of 
Preſerver, Owner, Lord, Ruler, and Benefy- [ 
Gor : And to denoance his Wrath againſt alt | £ 
. thoſe, who (under any Pretence whatſoever) 
refuſe, or negle&t ro Worſhip him. And to con- 
vince the Impenitent and ungodly, that { white 
they continue ſuch) they do bur mock, affront, 
and provoke bim by their Counrerfeir, and Hy- 
Worſhip. And thereupen to preſs 
them (with all the fervours of Zeal, bots: 
er 
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Of" Family-Warſhip, 7 


derneſs of Compaſiion. and Chariry ) roRepent,. 


-and be converted, that their fins may be blorred 
our. To turn themſelves from all their 'Tranſ- 
greflions: Diligently.to atrend upon the ocrdi- 


| nary means, appoinreg and blefſed by God for 


the working of Converſion, and ingenerating 
of Faith: So that they may be reconciled ro 
God by the Blood of his Son, and through him, . 
have acceſs to the Throne of Grace, and find 
acceptance borh of their Perſons and Services. 
The ways of procedure herein, I muſt leave 
to the Diſcrerion, Fidelity, Prudence, Zeal, and 
Compaſſion 'of thoſe who defire ro approve 
themſelves good Minitters of Jefus Chrift , 
Work-men thar. need not be aſhamed, rightly 


Þ divid ing the Word of Truth. 


_ Having premiſed theſe things, I fhall-put an 
end 10 thoſe General ns touching 
the Worſhip of God, which I thought mighr be 
uſefal in way of Introduction. I ſhall now 


- apply my ſelf ro the ſpecial Conſideration of- 
 Family-Worſhip, and fhall proceed by theſe 


ſte 
ax take it for.a Fundamental, Comprehen- 
five Principle, Thar -wherefnever the Worſhip 
of God is rightly performed, it s always the 
ſame for Subſtance, and includes whatſoever is 
Effential ro it. | 
2. The Worſhipof God may be diſtinguiſhed, 
and come under feveral denominations, from 
ome Extrinſecal Circumſtances. For we may 
ſpeak of the Worſhip of God, as miniſtred” in 
the Sacred Afﬀemblies. As P/al. LXXXIX. 7. 
God x to be feared in the Aſſembly of bs Saints , 
and to be had in reverence of «all. them that are 
B-4_ abogs. 
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about bim. Plal. CXI. 1. I will praiſe the Lord 


with my whole beart, in the Aſſembly of the up- 
right, and in the Congregation. We may allo 
ſpeak of Family-Worſhip: Foſb. XXIV. 15. 
--- But as for me, and my bouſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord. Acts X. 1, 2. Cornelims a. devout man, 
and one that feared God, with all bu houſe. There 
is alſo that Worſhip, Which we may term Per- 
ſonal, Solirary, or Secret. Mazth. VI. 6. hen 
thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and when thou 
haſt ſhut the door, pray to thy Father, who ſceth 
in ſecrer.. In all theſe, the Objef, Rule, and 
Exd of Worſhip is the ſame. The Qualifice 
tions and Diſpofitions of the Worſhippers ought 
to be the ſame. This ſhould be minded by 


ſome, who ſeem to be ſerions, compoſed, i and 


devour in the Publick Worſhip, bur are flight, 
ſaperficial, and unconcerned in their D_ 
Worſhip: As if the Pablick were the only ſu 
ftantial Worſhip; and that in their Families 
were only a Ceremony, or a Complement. 

3. To Diſcourſe of Publick or Secree Wor- 
ſhip, is not my preſent Undertaking : And 
therefore I ſhall confine my ſelf ro Family 
** ip. And when I treat of rhar, T defre 
- ar it may be taken notice of, that I am not 
to Diſcourſe of ir in its Larirude, - or full com- 
pa's, and fo not to reſolve Caſes, or give D> 
rections abour it, bur:on!ly ro endeavour to an- 
ſwer this Queſtion, as ir was given me, Upm 
wha: Soriptare-grounds or Reaſons may Family 
Worſhip be eft abliſh:d, and enforced ? 


4- The terms of the Queſtion, as thus fra- 


med, do direct, derermine, and limir the An- 


+ 85 '% 
-% y . ” ww 
* CY EM. by. 
EF IgA ; 
an 


ſwer, to Scripture-Grounds and Reaſons on 


R 
Fa, 


pw a = my 


And therefore I, ſhall nor meddle with other 
vp- F Precedems or Authorities. . With which, 'if I 
allo F had been/ furniſhed, ( whEreas indeed I have 
15. F not lo muchas fought after rhem). yer ro have 
the © inferred them, 1 conceive woul@ be improper, 
en, } it not impertinent. For to. offer that, which 
er 
ben 
bog 


s nor ask'd afrer, would be to obtrude a king- 
nels, which may be fairly rejected. 

'5: I donor apprehend, thar it is at all 
neceflary oruſefal ro ſpend time in the Expli- . 
eb F cation of the Terms, either of Family or IWor- 
nd F {bip, becauſe (as far as I know) the ſenſe and 
c& ' meaning of them, as to this Debate, is agreed 
phe upon, at leaſt, nor controverred. And there» 
by f fore, unfeſs ſome new Caſe may occur, that 
nd JF will; give: occaſion for a farther Enquiry into 
br, F them, I ſhall preſume, that, as to the Subjet 
T under preſenr” Confideration;, they are well 
enough -underftood. And fo I ſhall enter upon 
Ks I wy;proper Province. 

If- 
nd 


Queſtion. Upon what Scripture-Grounds or 
| Reaſons, may. Family-Vorſhip be eſtabliſhed, and 
b- | enforced? -KiN8 


. > xe 
"ot To | this Queſtion, my: Anſwer ſha} b>,'r. 
N" | More General. 2. "More: Special and - Ap= 
propriate. : FETs 


oy 


" | 1. My General Anſwer ſhall be rhis. That 
TY itis evidetx from Scripture,” and (as far as1 . 
- | underſtand) acknowledged by 48, Thar, .be- 
” | fides Secrer, or Selitar-Worlhip, . there lies an 


” | Oigation upon us (and that impoſed by God 
7 binLF ) thar there ought ro be Social-Worlktsp, 
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which is to be performed by ſevera! Perſans 
conjunily. Plal. XXXIV. 3. 'O megnifee the 
Lord with me, and tt us exalt by Name toge- 
ther. Ads XIL 12, — Where many were ga 
thered ropetber » praying. Bur I 

:72%47- ſhall not call in more leftimonics 
odums To confirm this Polition, becauſe I 
account it ſuperfluous to be Indw 

ftrious in maintaining that, which none {though 
otherwiſe of different Perſwaſfions) will (I 
think) diſpute againſt. The Parties of all De 
nominations do admit of Holy Aſſemblies for 
| Pablick Worſhip, and grant, that there are, 
'- and ought to be Particular Churches, the re- 
ſpective Members of which are ro joyn roge- 
ther in the Worſhip and Ordinances of God, 
and thar fuch Churches are of Divine Inftiu- 
tion. Here I might add, that there are lcarned 
and godly Perſons, who conceive, that in the 
Scriptures there is mention. made nor only of 
'* Congregational Churches, bur alſo of Family- 
Churches. Bur I ſhall nor at preſenr form my 
Argument for Family-Worſhip, from-thoſe Fa- 
mily-Churches, bur reſerve our Enquiry rouch- 
ing them, for another place, in this Diſcourſe. 
For I am now to debare the Caſe with them, 
who admit of Church-Worſhip, as neceffary ; 
| bur ſay, They do not. find any Obligation, in 
point of Dary, that binds them ro Family- 

Worſhip. "IY 

: To theſe 'T offer this Requeſt, Thar they 
would afign ſome defenſible Reaſon, that may 
ſorisfie orhers, as well as pleaſe rhemſelves, 
why God ſhould be worſhipped in Churd | 
Aſſemblies, becauſe they are Holy Societies - 
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is own Inſtitution, very advanutagiouſly fra 


med 'for the Celebration of his Worſhip, and 


the murual CI Afiftance, and 
Edification of the Worſhippers; and- yer his 


Worſhip be excluded our of Families, which 
are alſo Socieries,. which owe their Conftiruri- 
on to God, and are by their Conjunction, and 
the murual Relation of the Members, fo dit-. 
poſed as to: be exceeding helpful ro one ano- 
ther, in order to the exalring of the Glory of 
God in their united Worſhip ? | | 
ia making this Propoſal, I defire it may be - 

oblerved, Thar I am not now direftly Plead- 
ing the Scripture-Grounds and Reaſons, upon 
which Family-Worſhip may be eftabliſhed and - 
enforced ;- and iyer if that which is now to be - 
offered, be rthroughly viewed, and deliberarely . 
weighed, we ſhall (if I miſtake not) find ve- 
ry much, which may conduce ro mens fatil- 
faction about Family-Worſhip. For I now 
ſuppoſe (and ſhall proye it anon) that there # 
is nothing ſo much as pretended to be drawn - 
from rhe Scripture chat hath any ſhadow of 
dilapproving, or excluding the Worſhip of God + 
our of Families. Now, is not this a very 
great ſertlement to a ſerious Man's Thoughts, 
and a confirmarion ro his Judgment, when he - 
underftands that no Oppoſition is made againit 
his Opinion, or Practice, either from Scriprure - 
or. ſolid Reafon, even by thoſe who declare , 
thar they do not concur with him in rhe one, 
or in the other? A Man would think a For- 
treſs ro be in no great danger, whea thoſe who - 
come againſt ir, ſhall declare, that they have 
no Engines to banter ir, nor ever bope-ro- be. 
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Maſters of it, unleſs the Defendants, either 
out of Cowardize or Treachery will ſurrender 
«. A Reſpondent would make no doubr .of 
maintaining bis Theſis, when the Opponent 
ſhail rel rell bim, be hath never a ſolid Argu- 
ment to bring againſt it, bur only a Jeaft ora 
Fallaey. What wiſe Man would relinquiſh 
ſuch a Practice, as he hath by long and welk 
t:ycd Experience found to be exceeding Grate 
ful, Profirable, and Comforrable, becauſe ano- 
ther may ſay to him, I cannot find faulr with 
what you do, nor condemn it upon any Sctip+ 
tural, or Rational Grounds? Only I do ner 
oy my ſelf inclined, or diſpoſed ro do as you 
0. 

Thus far I have gone upon Suppoſition : 
Now I proceed to prove, Thar nothing can be 
alkdged from Scripture or right Reaſon againſt 
the Regular and Religious Worſhipping of 
God in Families. What Exceptions may be 
taken againſt the Errors, Indiſcretions, or Mif- 
management thereof - in particular - Inſtances, 
of Perſonal Failings, do nor in the leaft affett * 
thar Afertion, which theſe Papers do underrake, 
or (at leaft) endeavour ro maintain, as all un- 
byaſſed, and unprejudiced Perſons may eafily 
perceive. And ſo I ſhall frame my Argument 
_ the Nature and Reaſon of the thing it 
If the Worſhip of God is not to be admir- 
red into Families, the reaſon mult be, eiaher 
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| prefned ro him PRs with the Blood of 
Chriſt. 


dude the Worſhip of God out of Families. 
For, ©." " 
1. Ir is no Deroggtion ro God's Honour, nor 
Debaſemenr of his Worſhip, that it be. per- 
formed in- Families. - 

(1.) The Glory and Majeſty of God i I$ not 
thereby eclipled or impaired. For though he 
dwellerh on High, -yer he humbleth himſelf ro 
behold the things that are in Heaven and Earth. 
He bath indeed Myriads of Holy Angels, thar 
wait on his Throne, and Worſhip him Day and 
Night, and are incomparably better skilled in 


* this Excellent Work, - than poor Mortals, who 


have their dwelling in Houſes of Clay :,.Yer 
ſuch is the wonderful and aftonifhing Conde- 
ſcention of our moſt gracious God, that [he re- 
quires,” and accepts the Worſhip of frail, fin- 
ful Men; when rightly managed, of what rank 
or quality ſoever they be. The 
Prayer of the _ if it go not AM; X.- 
out of fi lips, ſhall nor be de- 34, 35- 
ſpiſed. 4 of a truth God is no 
Perſons, but in every Nation, he 
thar feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
is accepted of him. And as this is applicable 
to Perſons, ſo it is alſo ro Places. God will-no 
more reject Family-Worſhip, becauſe it is fuch, 
than he will rurn away bis Face from Afſembly- 
Worſhip. 

(2.) Ir is no Debaſement of God's Worthip, 


'thar ir is humbly and fincerely offered up to 


him our of. a poor Cortage, if the Worſhippers 
mixt it with Faith, Love, Joy, and the exer- 
ciſe of other ſuirable Graces, and rhen ir be 


2. Families 
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2. Families are neither uncapable, ner un> 
fit for the Worſhip of God, if we look on e+- 
ther Perſons or Places. The Perſons may be 
living Members of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, 
they may have the Aids and Afiiftances of the 
Holy Spicir, and be Heirs of Salvation. The 
Place- from whence ir iFdffered, cannot affect 
the Warſhip, for our Saviour hath derermined 
the caſe, Folm IV. 21. The bour cometh, when 
ye. ſhall neither in ths Mountain, ( viz. 
Gerazim ) nor #n Jeruſalem Worſbip the Father. 
When God had choſen to piace his Name there, 
and thar part of Worſhip which was Cereme- 
nial,,or Typical, was moſtly confined ro the 
Temple, or Feruſalem. Yet then might the 
Moral or Spiritual part of Worſhip bave been 
Ct perfarmed in their Synagogues, or 
ores. OS NE One 
4) every where, ſaith the Apoſtle. 
Jena 2.2. The Prayer of Fenab, our of the 
Belly of Hell, mounregdhas high as 
Afts 16. Heaven. The Midnij iſes of 
Paul and Silas in the ts made 
a pleaſing Melody in the Ears of ' the Loid. 
Very unaccountable then is the Fancy, and fond 
the Superttition of ſome, who deſpiſe or neg- 
lect the Worſhip of God in their Families, and 
repair to-the Church ro fay their Prayers, (our 
of the time of Worſhip) as if their Houſes 
were Profane places, and the Church the only 
Holy place, that muſt Sanctife their Devo- 
rions. 
Ler us now ſam up this Evidence. Beſides 
Perſona! or Solitary Worſhip, rhe Lord requires 
Social Worſhip of ſeveral Perſons in Con- 
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Of  Family-Worſktp. Bp 
janction. Families as well as Churches derive ' 
their Original from God. | . 

There is nor any Scripture or Reaſon ſo much 
as pretended- to | be brought againſt Family- 
Worſhip. Neither is it inconſiftene with the 
Nature of Religious Worſhip, nor are Fami- 
lies uncapable of ' it, or unfir for- it. And we 


' may add, There are many Commands that 


we ſhould Pray withour ceaſing, and offer ro 


' God the Sacrifice of Praiſe continually ; and 


God is to be worſhipped in every place. Thar 
Men ought, in all allowed ways, to do good, 
235 they bave Opportunity, and ro Govern their 
Families in the fear of God : And then, upon 
the whole, pur the Queftion, Wherher upon 
theſe, and ſuch-like Premiſes, we may nor col- 
lect ſomerhing conſiderable roward the efta- 
bliſdument of Family-Worſhip ? 


And yer we cannot fairly and 
quietly go on, before we exchange Exception. 
a few words wirh fome thar ftand 
in our way, who tell ns, Thar the Foundation 
laid in the Argumenr propoſed, is roo weak arid 
ſandy to bear the Structure of Famity-Worſhip, 
if we ſhould arrempr ro build ir thereupon. 
Becauſe, ſay they, rhough all rhar hath been 
offered,” were admirred, yer the Conſequence 
will amount bur to this only in the iſſue, That 
Family-Worſhip is a matter of Liberry ; but 
will not prove it, be marrer of Duty. Granr- 
ing therefore that we May, yer it will nor fol- 
low that we Maft Worſhip God in, and with 
our Families. 
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To this Exception, I Anſwer, 
an berween 


Anſwer. 1. Thar this Diitinction 


 marter of . Liberty, -and matter of 


Duty, as applicable to. Family-Worthip, is by 
ſome owned, and defended as: their Principle; 
and by many more adopred,and taken into their 


Prafice, though they pretend not- ro have any | 


acquaintance with the Principle it ſelf ; for it 
is manifeſt, thar there are thole- who will Wor- 
ſhip God in, and with their Families on the 
Lard's-day, and bur rarely, if. at all, on any 
other day throughout all the Week beſides. 
Others will allow God ſome Worſhip once a 
day, and thar, tob ofren,. very late ar Night, 
when many (if not mot) of the Family are 
under an utter indifpofition for ſach Holy 
Work; but give themſelves a Difpenſgt:on to 
omit ' all Morning-Service. What 1s the Lan- 
guage of rheſe Practices, but only an Echo to 
rhe Cry of Liberty and Dury ? Ir will be there- 
fore neceflary to examine this D;/t»n&10n be- 
fore we ler it pals; and touching ir, I have 
theſe things to offer ro the Serious and -Cau- 
riOus. | | | 
( 1.) That it looks very odly and ſuſpiciouſly, 
when it will intrude ir {elf inro thoſe things , 
wherein the Soveraignty and Glory of God, 
and the Inrereft of Mens precious and jmmor- 


ral Souls are directly concerned. e. gr. (1.) Who + 


1s he thar dare rake upon him ro ſort and range 
the Commands of God, as it were, into fe- 
veral Ranks and Claſſ's, and write on them. 
Theſe are Marrers of Liberty, and 'theie arc 
Martrers of Dury ; when he gives them forth 
with the fame impreſs and ſtamp of bis Autho- 
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|| riry upon one as well as upon another > Bear. 


XII. 32. Whatſoever things I command you, 
obſerve to do it : thou ſhalt not add thereto, nor 
diminiſh from ite. Marth. XX VIII. 20. Teach- 
ing them to obſerve ' all things, whatſoever I have 
commanded you. We are not our own, to de- 
termine of our ſelyes, er actions, and ſay, This 
we will impart to God, but That we will re- 
ferve ro our ſelves : Bur mutt entirely devore 


' and dedicate our ſelves ro him, that whether 


we eat or drink, or wharſoever we do, all muſt 
be done to the Glory of God. Ir ſeems our 
Blefſed Saviour, was not acquainted with this 
Diſtinction, but reſolves all our Obedience in- 
to Matter of Duty, Luke XVII. 10. So likewiſe 


ye, when ye have done all things that were com- © 
' manded you, ſay, We are unprofitable Servants ; 


we bave done that which was our Duty to do. 
He thar is at Liberry ro A# or Forbear, if he 
pleaſe ro do any thing for God in way of Gra- 
tification, would be thought to Ob/:2e him, by 
doing more than out of Dury he owed him. 
| I think Tneed ro ſay no more of this Diſtin- 
ion, as it may relate ro thoſe things, wherein 
the Authoriry and Glory of God may be con- 
cerned : For I doubr_ nor, bur it will be utterly 
exploded by all rhoſe who have any Reverence 
for God, or any due Sentimenrs of Religion. 
(2.) Ler us Enquire, Whether the Diſtin- 


” Qion between Liberty and Dnty deſerve any 


| berter Reception, when ir would -infinuate it 


lf among thoſe things that concern the wel- 
fare of our precious Souls, either as ro their 
Holineſs, or their Happineſs, e. gr. When the 
Power and Awe of the Word ftrikes our Con- 
ſciences, 


rity of God, and faith, As be who 
1 Pet.I 1s. hath called you # holy, fo be ye boly 
2 Cor. VII. an all manner of Converſation. Ha- 
I. ving therefore theſe Promiſes (Dear 
Beloved) let ws cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthmneſi of the Fleſh and 
Spirit, perfeiing holineſs in the fear 
1 The]. V. of God. Abſtain from all appearance 
22. of evil. Abhor that which # evil, 
Rom. XIl. cleave to thar which u good, Or 


9 , , whenConſcience is rouzed by thoſe 


2 Pet. T. loud Admonitions, Give diligence to 
Jo. * make your Calling and EleQion ſure. 
Phil.1E.12. ork out your own Salvation with 


2 Pet. HI. four and trembling. Seeing ye lock, 


mY for ſuch things, 'be diligent, that ye 

may be found of him in peace, with- 
out ſpot, and blameleſi. If ſuch Scriprures as 
theſe penetrate into a Mais Hearr, and then 
this Dittintion whiſper him in the Ear, All 
this may tell you, that here-is Matter for your 
Liberry to be exerciſed abour, bur nothing of 
Duty to conſtrain you to.it: Would nor every 
ſerious Chriſtian, who hath any value for, or 
care of his Soul, look upon it as a Tempra- 
tion, or Impolure, and reject ir with indig- 
nation ? And this may ſuffice for a more gene- 
ral inſpection into this Diſtinction. 

2. 1 ſhall now review it again. and impar- 
tially confider, how far it may be applicable 
to the caſe of Family-Duties, now under de-" 
bare. And here the Nature of the thing itſelf 
will neceffirare us ro pur a difference berween 
the Circumſtantials and the Subſtantials of Fa- 


mily-Worſhip. 1. With - 


ſciences, as ſpeaking in the Name and Autho- 
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ho» 1. With reference ro the Circumſtances of 
pho I it, a due Liberty is not only to be Admired, 


oly ©] hut alſo ro be Afſerred, Of this I ſhall give 
[a- & two Inttances. (1.) Of the Plave. (2.) Of 
rl; W the Time. (1.) As to the Place, where Fa-* 
ver  mily-Worſhip may be performed. In ſpacious 
nd © Houſes, wherein there are ſeveral convenient 
ar © Rooms for it, it is perfectly :ndifferent, whe- 
xce ©} ther ir be performed in the Kitchen, or in rhe 
" Hall, or in the Parlour; above or below airs. 
Yr © In the mentioning of Places, I am thus particu- 
le I lar, becauſe there are thoſe who have atrempred 
to IF (ar leaſtdiſcovered their inclinations) to ſtrairen 
this Liberty, and ro confine us to ſome appro- 
fricte place. gh Houſe. an—_ | 
- cthers,. Mr. Fol: Gregory ' 2 \ Gregoris. + 
Diſcourſe touching the vF3o, or the Opaſeale. : 
Upper-Room, often. mentioned in Chap. 3. 
the New Teſtament, from which. 48. 7- 
n he, would infinuare, That in every 
l Houſe ( which can admir of ir) there ſkould 
r if be an Upper-Room fſequeſtred from Common. 
f I Uſes, and appropriated ro Religious Worſhip, 
5 © *%s the Oratary, or Private Chappel, in the 
r Houſes of, ſome grear Perſonages.. | Bur this is 
- to be wiſe ( or rathcr xo: be nice )-abovye thar 
which is written. | 
(2.) Asro the Time of Family-Worſhup, it , 
may, doubrleſs, be performed at any conve- 
nient bour, either ./et/ed, or.varied, and-is not 
to be adftricted ro thoſe hours, which fome call 
Canonical; ro which ſome Books ſor Private 
| Devotions have been I? 


Touching 


Touching borh theſe Circumſtances of Place 


and Time, I defire leave to inſert my thoughts 
1 four little Aphoriſms. 
x. In both the Places and Times for Family- 
Worſhip, certainly the moſt convenient are to 
be choſen, thar are moſt agreeable ro the So 
temnity of Religious Worſhip, and moſt free 
from Diſturbances and Diſtractions. \ 
2. The Governour of the Family ( if he be 
a Perſon of an honeft Heart, and but of a to- 
lerable diſcreer Head ) is the firreft Judge, and 
the' moſt proper Determiner ( pro hic & nunc, 
as they ſpeak) of the Place, and Time, when 
the Family ſhall meer for Religious Worſhip. 


Ler him uſe bur ordinary- Prudence; and 1 


4% 


3. The Faichfut Miniſters of Chriſt ought 


to be very cautious and render in giving their 
Advice, or laying down Rutes abour: rhe or- 
dering of the Circumſtances of Family-Wor- 
ſhip, and conform themſelves ro rhat- excellent 


Partern, which the Apoſtle! hath laid before 


them, 1 Cor. VII. 35. Th#s'F 54k for your own 
profit, not that I may caſt a Snare upm you, but 
thas which # comely, that ye-may attend upon the 
Lord without diftration. 

4. Ir is the Piery, as well-as the Prudence of 
Privare Chriſtians, in all rhe Circumſtances of 
Family-Worſhip, (and in others of the like Na- 

ture) to ſtand faſt in the liberty 
Gal. V. 1. mherewith Chriſt hath made them 
Free, and then I hope rhey will per- 
mit me to add this Caution : Uſe not your Lt 
berty 2s an occaſion ro the Fleſh, ro Patronize 
your 
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your Omiſſion,' or careleſs performance of your 
Family-Worſhip. Be not therefore deceived, 
God is not mocked. 
ty- This may {uffice ronching the Circumſtances 
to i of Family- Worſhip, and the Liberty that is to 
So | be allowed in them. | 
ree 2. I now proceed to the Subfiance of Fa- 
mily-Worſhip, and deny that the ſame Liberty: 
be Þ is tro be admitted: here, that was allowed abour 
o I the Circumſtances. For Men are not at Li- 
nd Þ erty, whether they will Worſhip God in their 
vc, © Families or not, if ir be made appear, thar ir 
en © istheir Duty, which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
ip. © in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe. For the pre- 

1 & fent, I think it enough, rhar I rell ſach as think 
ve & they may ſbifc off Family-Worſhip, by making 
"W uſe of this Diftinftion berween Liberty and 
he £ Duty, as an Amulet; that it is (in this caſe } 
ir © bur a broken Reed, upon which, if they lean 
> I too hard, it will certainly faz/ them, and may 
= © poſſibly wound them. I hope then, that thoſe 
x FF with whom I am now treating, will not Inter- 
e  pret it an Act of Unkindneſſ, but as an In- 
» | itance, of my Charity, if I endeavour ro wreſt * 
t © i our of their hands, as far as it may do them 
e & ire. I confeſs that Liberty and Duty make 
a.pretty ſound in the cadency of thE words, 

f IF and that will go far with the injudicious, who 
f IF ace ſometimes berter pleaſed with the tickling 
- i of their Fancies, than the ſolid informing of 
© their Fudements. I know allo, that every thing 
| BF will be kindly entertained by ſome, who are 
- 8 defirous upon any terms to be diſengaged from 
their Duty, which they ſuppoſe ro be a Teak, 
Which too cloſely preſfſeth' and pincherh rheir 
- Necks. 
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Necks: And yer far all this, I am perſwaded+ 


that ſome will not be fo fond of” this Diftin- 
tion, when the lnfignificancy, and miſchievous 
Conſequences of it (in this caſe are clearly 
repreſenred ro them. I woutd therefore pray 
them ro obſerve, 

r. That fome who have begun with Plead- 
ing their Liberty {ro the excluſion of their 
Dary ) with reference only ro Family-Worſhip, 
have gradually advanced rhis Diftinftion much 
farther, and exrended ir alfo ro Publick Wor- 
ſhip, in Holy Afemblies, and then ro Perſonal, 
or Secret Worthipz and declare, thar to 'uſe 
any of them, is their Liberty, but nor their 
Duty: And ſo it depends on their own good 
liking, whether God ſhall have any Wortfhip 
from them, or none at all. And thus ar laft 
it wil come in the iffve, ro thar of Tertublian, 
S: Homins Deus non placuerit, Deus non erit. 
If God do not pleaſe a Man, be ſhall nxt be God. 
This is a Roor of bitterneſs indeed, which hath 
- Natural apritade to produce ſuch Poifonous 

ruir. | 

2. Fhar it ſeems ſamewhat firange and un- 
accountable, upon whar inducementrs they are 
moved, who bear the Name, and own them- 
ſelves ro be Proteſtants, ro be fo Liberal in 
contriburing to the mainrenance of a Diſtinction, 
which is fo nearly allyed unro, and doth fo 
much befriend ſome wretched Popiſh Dittin- 
Ctions : Of ſuch I ſhall produce rwo Inſtances. 


(1.) The Papiſts make their Advantage upon, 


thar Diſtin&tion, which themſelves have minted, 
berween. Scripture-Precepts, which muſt be 
obeyed, and Scriprure-Cormſels, which a Man 
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may take or leave, obſerve or flight, as his 
loclination or Intereſt ſhall derermine : And if 
they cant carry this, they will take care that 
Fcripture-Precepts, which peremptorily exact 
Obedience, in Point of Dury, fhall be as few 
1s poflible. This may be clearly collected 
font a norable: Inftance, for I think thar it is 
acknowledged by them, that it is a Scriprure- 
Precept, That we ought to love God, and yer ſe- 
reral of rhem ſay, Ir is ſuffictent that we do 
not Hate him. Others, thar it is enough, if a 
Man pur forth an Act of Love, terminating on 
God as its proper Object, Once in a Year, or 
wo, or more ; or Once only during the whole 
tine of his Life. Though the Scriprure be 
expreſs, Thou ſhalt love the Lord wa 
th God with all thy beart, and with ages 
all thy ſoul,) &c. If they can thus © 
relax a Scriprure-Precept, we may well ſuppoſe 
that rhey will rake a greater Laritnde, when 
they Interprer Scriprare-Counſels, which, they 
ky, in their own Nature leave Men to a kind 
of Indifferency, whether they will comply with 
them or nor. D 

(2.) The Papiſts diſtinguiſh berweeh Opera 
Debira, Works of Duty 3 and Opera Superero- 
ſie, Works of Supererogarion, which muſt 


famiſh the Pope's Treafury with Matter for In- 


Ulgences. 


' . If then the Diſtinction berween Liberty and 


Dary { as ſome make uſe of it ) be ſuch a dan- 

Tool, I think they ſhould be Perſons of 

Integrity and Prudence, who are fir ro 

ed with the Caſtody and Management 
f. 
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If any demand my Reaſon, why I ſpend 6 
much rime in fifring of this Diitin&tion berween 
Liberty and Dury ?, I ſhall ingeniouſly and 
Þlainly-Anſwer, That it was, becauſe in look- 
ing (as well as I can) through the whole Sub- 
8. of Family-Worſhip, I canner diſcover any 
Thing therein thar can bear a Dilpure or Debate 
with Perſons of Underſtandiag and Sobriery, 
but only this, whether it be our Duty: to per- 
form Family-Worſhip ? for all do grant that we 
way. And nothing is, or can be- objected a-: 
Zainſt 'it, from the Nature of the thing itſelf, 
as hath been already manifeſted. So l leave 
that- DiftinCion ro be employed by the Forgers 
and Framers thereof, to whar ules they pleale, 
In the mean while, I ſuppoſe we have gained 
one very conſiderable Point, by what is yielded. 
'vs, That Family-Worſhip may Lawfully, and 
Warrantably be admitted intro our Houtes.. 
And if ir be once lee. zn, I hope ir will tain- 
rain itſelf there well enough. And if ir be 
Conſcienciouſly performed, I doubt nor but 
that thoſe who art firſt entertained ir, as a Mar- 
ter of 'Liberty, will judge thernſelves bound to 
continue it, as a Matter of Duty. 

This may ſuffice for a General Anſwer to the 
Queliion, Upon what Scripture-Grounds and 
Reaſons may Family-Worſhip be eltabliſhed 
and enforced.? Mg: | 


* 2d/y, I ſhall now praceed to the more Special 
and Dire# Anſwer to the Queſtion, having firlt 
premiſed, That rhe the Grounds and Reaſons 
thereof are very many, and of various kinds: 
And therefore ir will not be ſufficient, nor fair 

Bn dealing, 
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dealing } to: (ingle out any one. of them by ir 
flf, and fay, This is -nor- clear enough, or is 
not cogene. : Bur let them be taken alrogether, 
© Band I fuppole-rthey will be of. ſufficient itrengrh 
d- Ef © make their way into the Conlciences of thoſe 
y. & that are ſuſceptive of, and will acquieſce in fuch 
ie © Arguments,. as the Nature and Reaſon of the 
',» I thing -irfelf will. bear, and no diſcreet Perion 
r- Ef can 1n Juſtice defire more. Bur what impre(- 
ef fon they may make upon ſuch, as through Ig- 
3-  norance, Obſtinacy, or Sophiſtry, do fortitie 
f, I themſelves againſt Scripture and Reſon, I know 
7e not; only I bope they will find nothing. in 
rs. them thar may (tir. their Choler, or provoke in 
e. If them the Spirit of Conrradiftion. And in this 
d If Confidence I-ſhall bring forth my Arguments 
d. Hf with all dearneſs/ and candor, and diſpoſe of 
d I them. in the beſt -Order and Method that I am. 
S.  W able ro: manage them. | 

n- . 
de 

ut 


1. My Firſt Argument ſhal! be raken from 
the moſt. Ancient and General Practice of Man- 
t- WF kind, Here I ſuppoſe that Maxim wilf be ad- 
1 IF mitted,” That Ancient Precedents, with Gene-" 
21 Cuſems and Uſages ( imthings Intrirſecally 
he WW Gio and in rhemſe/ves Lawful, Uleful, and - 
nd Bf Profirable } are, in ſome fore equivalent to 
d lis And that Family- Worſhip is ſuch, may 
te atreſted by the Examples, both of the Bad,. 
Wind of the Goad. JOS =" 
al 1.) Of the Bad. For it is evident, that 
rit. WI both Heat hens and Fewiſh Idalaters have main= 
NS I tained and ufed Family- Worltip. The FHea- 
Is: iN they had their Family: Gods, whom ther friled - 
017; Domeſtici, © Tutelares, Domeſtick and 
| C Atciac 


- 


26 
"Tmelar Gods. In their Wrirings we find fre- 
. ., ** quent mention made of their Ge- 
Scribit Lam- mis, Penates,and Lares ;for whom 
pridius Alez- they had in the:r Houſes, Lararia, 
anarum Sevt- . which were as Private Chappels, 
ren is £9 oc Oraoris, in which heyday 
boris rem dli- performed their Divige Service, 
vinem fafti- 45 is particularly reported of rhe 


raſſe, ad Ffj- Emperour Alexander Severgs. | 


gits Deoran. Thar this was the ordinary Pra- 
tice of the Hearhen, is nor. (thar 

I know of } queſtioned by any. | And as for 
others, both Jewiſh and Eaſtern Idolarers, the 
Scripture doth intimate as much, by making 
Eo frequent mention of rheir Te- 
CODOMNTTNR raphim, as where { for Ex- 
Gen. XXXI. ig, | ample) it reports, that Ra- 
chel bad ftollen her Father's 

Images, the word in the Hebrew is Teraphim, 
which the Sepruagme and Vulgar Larin tran- 
flare Idols. Theſe are generally ſuppoſed to 
have been, both in their Nature and Ule near 
of kin ro rhe Heathens Penates. Micab had 
an Houſe full of fuch Gods, Fudges XVU. 
which were ar firſt intended for Family-Wor- 
ſhip, though afrerwards employed in a more 
Pablick way in the Tribe of Dan, Fudge. X VIIL 


Obje&zon. Ir is likely rhat fome may Reply, 
Thar this which I call an Argumear for Family- 
Worſhip, deferves a worſe Name than thar of 
Frivolous and Ridiculous Trifling ; ro alledge 
the Precedemts of Heathen, and corher Idola- 
ers as a Ground to erect Chriitian Religious 
Werſhip upon: And will be ready to _— 

T 
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| that Family-Worſhip is in a very eottering con- 
dition, When ir needs ro be ſupported by ſuch 


Rotten Poſts. 


Anſwer. The Examples of Pagans and Ido- 
lters may be alledged on. various Accounts, 
and ro contrary Ends. For they may. be pro- 
pounded as Patterns for Imztat:on : Or only 
produced as Arguments for Convi&ion. To 

them as Patterns for Imitation, would 
ndeed be Scandalous, Impious, and Impudenr, 
the Lord himſelf, having entred fo plain a Cau- 
won againſt Symbolizing with them .in their 
ldolatrous ways of Worſhip, Dewt, XIl.-30. 
Take heed to thy ſelf, that thoy be not_ſnared by 
fullowing them ---- thou ſhalt not enquire after 
their Gods, ſayins, How did theſe Nations. ſerve 
therr Gods 2 Even ſo wil! T do [ihewiſe, Bur to 
mention them for the Convi&:on and Shame of 
thole who are called by God's Name, and yer 
ome ſhore of Hearhens and Idolaters, is a 
trong, Lawful, and convictive way of Ar- 
pling, in which the bleſſed God himfelf hath. 
zone before us, Fer. II. 10, 11. Paſi over tothe . 
Ile; ef « Chirtim, and ſee: and ſend: to Kedar, 
ad configer diliSently, and ſee, 3f there be ſuch 
«thing. Hath a Nation changed their Gods, 
Piich yet are mo. Gods > But my Peopie have 
tenged their Glory for that which doth 23 pro- 

. In hke manner do 1 propound. my Argu- 
ment in _ the Caſe under conſideration. Shall 
Pgans and Idolaters maintain a Morſhip in - 
ther Families for them rhar, are no Gods, and 
tall fuch as own the Living and True God , 
excude his Worſhip our of their Houſes? This 

mw fo 7" _ 
W- 


"MAEDA AG lf as II rs Wh a: 


wa _ 
———— — 


ON II 


28 Of F:mil;-Worſhip. 
-may adminiſter a juft occaſion to cry out with 
Indignation, in the following worts, ver. 12, 
Be aſtoniſht, O Heavens, at this, and be horr;bjy 
afraid.. And ſo I. leave this Argument to be 
farther weighed by ſuch as think it may be 
blown away with a'breath.or a Sceff. 

2. The 'Second-Rank,” or 'Order. of Exam- 
P/es. ſhall be of thoſe, 2gairiſt whoſe Perſons 
-or Practices {in this caſe) nv Juſt Exception 
can be raken. - For they are ſuch as are celc- 
brared - in rhe Holy Scriptures for. their, Picty. 
Of which rhis-{as well as other rh! ings) is pro- 
duced as an Inſtance, Thar they took care of 
the Retigious Government of their Famities: 
"Wherein they fer us a Copy to wrue after; fer 
in this cale we may warrantably allc dge Rea. 
"XV. 4.-FP; crtfoever things were written afure- 
tame, Sa written for cur learning. In tais 
Argument the'Streaws run fair and clear, itom 
the tirtt Spring of Families in the World. 

And now weare entrring inro a ſpacious and 
fruitful Ficld, 'wherein-'we may meer with 
many rare Exzmples of rhoſe, whom the Spirir 
of God hath fignalized for their fingular Piety, 
Fidehty, and Induſtry in promoting of Family- 
Religion: Some of which we ſhall more par- 
ticularly conteraplare, as we paſs through the 
ſeries of Times, ' both vuder the Old and New 
Eopr 1m ,ne 

. Tr: rhe Old Teftamcnr, in every remark- 
able Pericd we find the plain foor-ſteps of Fa- 
my -Religion. 

. For a tong ritne after the FPorld's Crea- 
#ien, Religion was conſerved, and the Daries 


and Excicilts thereof performed in Families 
| on), 


ac 


preſent Neceſſity, the World being then bur very 
.thinly pzopicd, Bit when the Nunbers of Men 


- 
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only. The firſt, mention that is .made. of any 
Ademblies,. held for Religious Worſhip | { be- 
yond - the. limits of Families ; was in the days 
of Enos, For fo domany Learned and Godly 
Perſons. underſtand. that. Paſſage which is re- 
corded in Gen. IV. 26. Then began men to cal! 
on the Name (or to be called by the Name 
the Lord.) s.e. To Worlbip. God in Pablick 
Aﬀemblies. 


Exception... Some ; (ta weaken the force. of 
this Argument) do. ſuggeſt, That .the Reaſon 
why the Worſhip of -God was then confined '0 
Families, -was'meerly Accidental, becauſe of the 


® 


were ſufficiently increaſed, the. Worſhip. of. God 


' was. carried -into, the Publick Afetablies,. and 
lefe ho Privare Families, |, + 


Anſwer. This Suppofition,, That it was only. 


the Pauctty, of Men,;: that. made it_n:cellary , 


that God fhonld be workipped, in Families, .is 


only a, very, uncertain conjecture. . For the ere-. 
Qing of- Publick Aſemblics for Divine Wor- 


ſhip, is admitred ro'have been in the days of 


;Enos,-that then Men began to call on the Name 
of rhe Lord. Which doth ror ſpecifie; in what 
Period of his Life, whether to his Youth, Man- 


hood, . or Old Ape.. this is to be fixed; fo that 
here is a_grear. Latitude, for he lived Nine 


-Hundred and Five Years... 'Who.then,can tell, * 

to what Numbers Mcn might_bave been .mul- 
tiplyed, during-rthar ſpace of time 2; Bur if- any 
will take" the words-1n the molt contracted and 
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| rigorous' fenſe thar they can poſſibly adimir, 


and make Afﬀemblies for Religious Worlhip 
contemporate with the very day of the Birth 
of 'Enes, yer was the World then 235 Years 
o!d. ' A ſpace of rime large enungh for rhe in- 
creaſe of * Mankind,' poflibly, ro ſome Myriads. 

2. Whenever ir was, the ws f Pub- 
lick Afſemblies was no ſufficient cauie why the 
Worſhip of God ſhould be thereapon ejected 
our of Families. For. the ſame Reaſon. that 
will *conclude,. That Publick Worlſtip touſt fu- 
 perſede and diſcharge Family-Worſhip, will al- 
' 10 evacuare all Perſonat Worſhip. .. 

3. Eccleſiaſtical Socienies for Religious Wor- 
' ſhip do no more difannul Family Duties, ec 
Priviledges, than Political 'Socieries for Civit 
Advanrages, or Benefirs:; And I doubt nor, 
bur if Family-Inctofares' were broken down, 
' and they were laid Common,  the' Civil'Go- 
vernment. would ſoon run into Confuſion and 
Ruin. ' And | the ike would befal” Church: 
- Aiſemblies, if Family-Rule' and Order were 
"removed. And rhus may that ftumblin -block 
be taken out of the way, and we may hold on 
' our intended courſe. | 


2. Neab ſtands in the Front of the Second 
"Remarkable Epocha : Of whom the 'Spirir of 
God gives this CharaQter, Thar be 
Gen.VI.g. "was 4 juſt Man, and perfet in bs 
Generation, and that be walked with 


+ God Which indludes a Conſcientious diſcharge 


of Relative, as well as of Perſona! Duries. 
Among which rhe care of Family-Religion 
mult needs be allowed a Principal 'place, and 
| 2M 
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in this caſe-eſpecially, when all Fleſh had cor- 
rupted' their-way uporr 'the Earth, and their 
'Wickedneſs roſe to fach a Prodigious.. height of 
Impiety; . thar. Men caſt off 'all-Reverence for , 
God, and bid:open'defiance tro him 3: fo that he 
bronghr the Flood upon the World of Ungodly, 
and twept chem all away. Bur the 'moit gra- 
cious'God bad provided an Ark for the fafery 
of Noah and his Hoaſhold, -in which rhey were 
ſhur' up fora whole Year. It wonld be mon- 
ftrons uncharnableneis to doubr, whether Noah 
and his 'Houſhold did Worſhip "God all thar 
whilez' and yer it would be-ro00'mactr calineſs, 
and credulity: (withour' better Proof } to ſwal- 

'Jow- down that Feb:/ous Trad:tion, That ar the 

«break of 'every day Noh ftood up towards the 

\Bedy of ' dam { which, they fay,” he had with 

him inthe Ark} and before the Lord; He and 

"his Sons: And: Noah prayed; andthe Women 

' anſwered from anorber parr of the Ark; \ 4men, 

Lord. Fo fer forth this: Pageant” with the 

_— Pomp, they fhew us :thar' very Form of- 

Prayer which Noah then ' aſed; Bux 'we 'need 

'nor theſe Rabbinnical Fictions ro | Wirnels 'r0 

Neeh's Family-Religion 3 far it is evident, rhar 

during the time of bis ſtay in the Ark, and for 

many Years afterward, in Neab's Family was 
the only: Oratory ins the World; in which God 
was Solemnly-worſhipped. | 


3. Abrgham may well begin rhe Third Pe- | 
nod.” Bur before I infift upon his Exaimple ro 
confirm” whar T intend ro deduce from. it, -I 
think thar this deſerves a ſpecial Remark, Fhar 
GS. the. 
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' the Hiſtory of. all the” former Parriarchs is di- 
ipaiched with' unaſuat brevity ; hardly to- be 
parallel'd, in: any that undertake to. write the 
Lives ef Renowned Perſonages. Bur in wri- 
ting the Life of Abrabam, Moſes is very co 
pious: And:i {that which is molt appotite to 
our purpoſe}! in delivering his Memoirs to Po- 
izerity, theres ſo much recorded touching his 
Famuly-Religion, 'thar more clear and pregnant 
AueRations thereto canner reaſonably be de- 
ured, neither need any more Proats robe too 
:ollciwuſly ſought after, - Many things indeed 
- are related 'of him, which are both very 4d- 
mirab/e and Inſtrutive, and therefore may well 
excite us to fix our Eyes upon him with the 
- greateſt inrenſeneſs. He is tiled The Friend of 
- Ged: A Title thar dignified bim above all rhe 
Monarchs of the World: He is propounded 
as rhe great_Exemplar and Father of all them 
\ that believe. - - Many are the rare. Inſtances of 
bis fingular>-Faith and Obedience 2/\Bur I ſhall 
confine -my- ſelf ' ro | bis Family: Religion, of 
. which ſa-much'is:ſpoken as mighr afford ;pien- 
riful and perrinent'Marrer for x'large Dt: 
Bur ( fe# breviry's' ſake }. I half reduce: yehao 
have raoffer; ro three Heads. | -/. ---: 

{ 1: } Gods own: Tefiinoays: ina way of 
- Approba:ivnand: Commendatiop of him.:{(2.): 
ſhall producei ſome Inttances of | his: Family- 
Religion, (3.) Poidrar the happy Succels, and 
bleiſed Fruis that ſprang from it. 

' 1. God $:0wn-eExprets Teſtimony, and fin- 
gular Commendation of ii Abrahion, - for his Fa 
-mily- ys is recorded; inGen.XVHL 19. 
Far 
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' For I know == that be will command hy Chil- 


aren, #4 by Rouſhold after 'bim,  and'they [ball 
keep the way of the Lord == "Theſe words being 
an Oracle prortbihced by the Month” of God 
himiaf,” ir becomes us to receive them with af 
Humble Reverence, and ro' ponder” them with 
a ftayed'Dligence, and not ſuffer any of rhem 
to fafl ro'rhe ground,*' and then we may mo- 
deltly, fafely,” and uſcſally ' draw "forth thefe 
Obfetvarions, as naturally, 'and freely iffuing, 
and flowing ffom"them.” = © 

(1) The motHigh andBGloricus God, whb 
always as, according 'ro the Count of his 
own Will; Goth Here condefcend tofrender 'thrs 
Reaſon,” why” he* would not "hide from Abra- 
bem the thing which he was abour to do.» 'Foy, - 
Rich he"T know Bis, that be 20 Command bb 
Children: and bu Houſhold after him —* 1. e. be- 
cauſe God Knew, that he would communicate 
tw them,” whar himſelf had tearnt from Go!J ; 


therefore 'himſelf - thouwld know more of ' his 


Mind and Counſel. . Hence 'we. may mfer, 
That ſuch Governours of Families ag are moſt 
fairbful and ditjgent ro” Inftrut, and ro-inftul 
into thoſe under their Charge, thoſe. things 
which themifelves have learnt from GoJ; are mn 
the mot hopeful difpoficion to-r-ceive the Com- 
munication of mo-e Light and Grace, to their 
own Edificarion and Comfort.” Plal. -XXV. 
14. The ſecrer of the Lord 15 with them that fear 
bim, amn4 he will ſhew them bn Covenant. | 
{2 } God faith of Abrabam { I know tim. J 
Th: Lord is {aid in the Scripture. To know Pers 
lors and Things ; eitherin a way of Fnemraen, 
*N AI. . 1/a. 
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Ta. LXVI. 18. I know their. works and their 
rheughts Plal. CXXXIX, 2. Tho 
knoweft my gow ging, and mine upriſing : Thou 
rnderſtandeſt my thought afar of. Or, ina way 
of Approbation, as Pial. I. 6. The Lord know- 
eth the way of the righteous. Inthis ſenſe, 
the Lord faith, that he knew Abraham, as one 
who would afterward give ſufficienr Evidence, 
and Demonſtration of this EaryAAga As in a- 
nother inſtance, when Abraham, upon. God's 
command, was: ready to have. offered up his 
Son T/aac. Gen. 12.--— Now I know 
that thou feareft God, ſeeing thou ha#t noe with- 
held thy fon, thine . only ſon from-me, So here; 
I kno\y that Abraham doth truly fear me, be- 
cauſe he will command his children and bouſe- 
hold to keep the way of the Lord. And here 
we may learn, This is one. way, whereby we 
may approve ourſelves, to be fuch as truly fear | 6, 
God, if 'we.do cenſcienciouſly mind and pro- ff «, 
mote Family-religion. By 


/2.) Here is the Retificarion of the godly _ 

Man's Charter, which inveſts him with Power |} jy, 

and Autbority to. Rule with his own houſe, and IF ,; 

| to command thoſe who are under }} ;, 
his charge to keep the way of the 

Aw. Lord. . Precipier (lo the word is | 
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reft:ons, and: 
them, that rl may make the deeper —_— 

on, as God himſelf directs them to do. Der. = 
VI. 7. And thou ſhalt diligently teach themun- 


[40] 


wo thy-chiIdren; The gin WAY Git 
*ro Wher,'(as itfis rendred in 

| the Margint)\a'Metzphortak- DIDBIUNC 
y |} en from the tharpning of Iron je (0 | 
P- | Tools; which was done” by. gow. ( 

© | drawing -the file backward ' ©” _. 

| and forward'upon them, © 1:Sam. XII.. 21. 

©, || Nt they bad a file for the miattochs—— The good: 
> | Ruler 'of his" family muſt then'be a diligent 

I's F and conftanr” Teacher of -his Houthold. The 
US & Syrzac Verſion renders the word; be ſhall Exhore 
W '} them, which denotes Vivacity, Zeal. and Af- 

b- fectionareneſs. Ourowrt Tranſlation inrerprers 

5 | the word [He w#ll command] whith directly 

© | imports Aneborityand Power.” An in rhis caſe- 
e- Þ| iris juſt and neceffary, (as was ſaid upon ano- 

70 ' ther occaſion, Eftber T. '22.) thar evety, Man- 
ve I ſhould bear Rufe in his own Honſe ; 'and as a 

a F Governour there, ro encourage and reward the” 
0 || ratable;-andto reftrainand torret the Refra- 
Rory if Heed require. The failtire and remiſneſi of 
El; herein was ſeverely puniſhed, 1 Sam. [IT. 

13. For I have told him, rhat'I willjudge his. 
et. I houſe for ever; for the iniquity which he know-- 


nd F «h: becauſe his Sonsmade themſelves vile, and: 
4 be reftrained them nor. | 
" (4.) Abr:hamts care and* fidelity was verv 


exemplary; his command was to be laid both 
= Þf tpon his Children, and'upon bis Houſhold, 7. e. 
All others in his Family thar came nor within- 
i Y the Relation of Children. Diſcreer and religi- 
ous Parents muſt nor out off indu/gence or fond- 
neſs let looſe the reins ro Childrens extrava- 
ganciesy 
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- Bancies, but keep them ſtrictly under Family- 
order... And again,; Children, as bezng. neareſt 
and deareft ro affectionate. Parents, .muit be 
rheir firfteare : and accordivply, they ſhould 
uſe the greateſt diligence. ro. bring them-up in 
the Nurtiire and. Admonition of. the. Lord : 

therefore they are ſer in the farſt place. Note 
fartber,- Thart-cthe Houlhold, that is, Servants 
or others, muſt not. be excluded or.negledted, 
bur kept under Farfily-rule and. Qrder,, both 
they who ſtand in the upper and-in-loweft Fw 


in the Fanmuly. 


(5.) Here is (ar leaſt) an an Implicite Promif 
of Succeſi and Bleſſing on the Fanbful Exercite 
_ of Family-govertment.. [And they ſhalbkeep the 

way of che. Lord] which is more fully exprels'd 
Prov. XXII. 6; , Train up & child in.;the- way. be 
ſhould : and when be u old, be mill. not depart 
' from it. I ſhall cloſe theſe Obſervations. with 
the Apoſtles Enforcement and Encouragement, 
1 Cor. XV, 58. Therefore (my belaved brethren) 
be ze fledfaft, unmoveable, always . «bounding in 
the work of the ; Lord, foraſmuch a ye know that 
your labour #-not in vain in the Lord. 


The infiſting fo long upon this firſt part, 7. 
God's own Approbation and Commendation 
of Abraham, for- his care of Family-religion, 
I hope may be juſtly excuſable ; becauſe it af 
feterh the very Vitals of the Subject in which 


I am now dealing, 


' II. The 


w o& ww = 
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to be earen in their ſeveral houſes apart) until 
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' 0). The ſecboll chdyidcnatels by me; was 
to. produce. ſome» I;ftances: of - Abratam's Care 
abour Family+religion 3-and: bow 4t:was 'exer- 
cviſed and evidenced. _ rhele 8 weed inention 
threes. £31 5 


_ 19 Hodhinitaichre to being tie Hhoaguetd 
nader. the Bond, and ro:fix 'upon them the Sea/ 
of God's «Covenant. .:This he did by..God's 
immediate and-{pecial Command , AS Is ar large 
related in-Gex::X VIL where is ſet down God's 
Inſtitution, aid: then -Abraham's ready: Obedi- 
ence of Falth in the Obſervance of -thar Iyſts- 
tution.” Ver; 26,-27/ In ther ſalf ſane day was 
Abrahams circumcifed, end Iſhmael by ſen.” And 
all the: men. of - hn>boaſe, born in bs houſe, and . 
boug ly with money of the ſtranyer,. were circum- 
tiſed mieh hinr. [The Females were induded in 
the' Males;:ahd fo! all of rbem were: broughr 
into. Covenate with God. | I doubr: nor, bur 
the: exerciſe-of Family-religioa ought -ro-ftand 
Þpon. this Foundarion'; rbar rhey:who Worſhip 
God there'togerher; are ſuppoſed: robe ſuch as 
have raken:the- Lord for their God ;/ otherwiſe 
it is -nor to- be expected, rhey' who will nor 
devore and dedicare rhemſelves unto the Lord, 
will ever confcienciouſly ferve him. ' This or- 
der the Apoſtle Pau! doth declare, A&#s XX VII. 
23. The Angel” of | God, whoſe T am, and whom 


 Tfſerve. we.may- farther oblerve; Thar God 
himſelf made ProviGon in this-marrer; that 


none ſhould celebrate the Paſſover (which was 


_al 
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all __ jar _ circumcil emer -i Exod. XII. 
38. 4 the ſtranger ſball ſojourn with thee, 
and will keep the paſſover of the Lord; let all bk 
Males. be .circumciſed: and. then--let: him come 
near and keep it: Otherwiſe, even the Heads 
of the Families themſelves were not in a pre- 
ſent capacity. for. it. | Qur bleſſed Saviour 1mi- 
(11561 _ Order; | Mazth. 
SC aed bil 4 'PÞL 19,20, Go teach all 
Sn denn) vraabindedbaind 
4 0.) 2» Diſciples; as it may be explain- 
ed from\Fobn IV. 1-—— That Feſur made and 
baptized mare diſciples than John. _ This making 
of 


” 8 


Diſciples was: done by their folemh Dedicas+ ' 


tion ro.God. by Bapriſm 5. and then. rhey were 
ro be trained up-in the Schook of >» Chriſt; 'and 
ro..be taught ro obſerve all rhings that Chriſt 
commanded.--\'T his is a -marter«:of very fad 
confideration; and: ſhould: be welk pondered by 
fach . as: retain thoſe. in .cheir. bouſes: (where alt 
ſhould joyn;:in the; Worſhip of the living and 
rrue:'God):that-are hor brought into'the :Bond 
of 'the Covenant: and-yer their poſſeflors net- 
ther endeavour nor defire ro have them tranſlar- 
ed from-the-Power of Darkneſs to" the King- 
dom .of . Chriſt, bur. leave them wirhour any 
regard or piry, to periſh in- their unbelief. 


Upon this occahon I bope I may mention it 
withour offence, - That ic is. commonly reported 
(how truly I know nor) that many-of- rhoſe 
who refuſe Baptiſm for their Children, are 
very defective or remils in all: the..Parrs and 
Duties of Family-worſhip. If theſe _ 
ſhou 
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ould fall into the: hands'of any of char Per- 
ſwation, I emreat them. to eſteem; mie.nor 
their Accuſer, bur their Monitor... And 'Laftly, 
Where all the Members of the Family, care al- 
ready dedicated ro God by Baprilm, I muſt 
beſeech- them to be true to their 
Vow, and Engagement, which binds them.ro 
be fincere and yin all the ways wherein 
they Worſhip God 5. and nor ro farisfie:them- 
ſelves with the Profeflion and. Farm of .Godli- . 
neſs, bur ro-aCt from an experimental metng 
of the Power of it. 


This may ſuffice for the krft Inſtance of 4 
braham's care about. Family-religida.:. 


2. The ſecond Inſtance is, his frequent build- 
ing of Altars, and offering Sacrifices, Gen. XH. 

7 And the Lord appeared uno; Abraham, and 
hid, unto thy Seed will I give this Land: and 
there builded he an Altar unto the/Lord; who 
appeared unto him, ver. 8. And he removed 
thence unto a Mountain on the Eaſt of Bethel. 
and there he builded an Altar unto the Lord, 
and called upon the Name of the Lord. And 
Chap. XIII. 18. Then Abraham removed bs 
tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, 
which = Hebron : and built there an Altar to 
the Lord. And ſo.in ether places. 

Upon this Inſtance I ſhall leave theſe Remarks: 
I. That where ever Abraham refided with his 
Family for any conſiderable time, there he uſed 
to build an Alrar. 2. Thar Alrars were always 
inrended for the offering of Sacrifices upon 


o 
IJ 
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them ; and \thar Sacrificing was one of the 
molt Selerdn \Rires, by which: God | was ther 


Worſtapped'; 1 Sam. 1. 3. And ths man (B- 


kanab) went ont of hs city yearly," to worſhig 
dand'ito ſacrifice unto theiLord. © 4: Thar wheh 
Sacrifice rwas offered, 'rhe-whole Family was in- 
rerefled- therem, and participated -in'the Word 
hip: + Tiis:may-:be evidently "colleted from 
that which - we find recorded touching Facob's 
building anAlrar; and offering-Sacrihce'at Bel 
. tbe Gam, XXXV.,« 1, 2,3. The fam where- 
of isthis.;; God-in-giving:forth his Command! 
directs it to Facob alone, ver. 1. God ſaid rs 
Facob, arile, and go to Bethe!, and dwell there, 
«nd:make rhefe an Altar unto God- Facob 


underſtood. the-mind of God,'thar this concerns- 


ed his Family. as well as himſelf, and rhat he 
mutt-have them with him, ver.'y. Let us ariſe 
and* go: ro” Berbel. And accordingly he rook 
effectual care for rhe Reformation, Preparatt 
on and/Sandctification of -his whole Family,ver.2. 
 Pur-away.:your ſtrange Gods ; be clean, and 
waſh pour-Garments ;. that they might bein 2 
furrable:and fir capacity to Joyn rogerher in rhe 
Sacrifice.' 'His counſel bad an bappy ſucceſs, 
ver. 4. And rhey gave to Facob all rheir ſtrange 
Gods.-—-— 1 commend. Facsh's Practice, as 
an excellent Parrern ro fuch as defire ro main- 
tain Family-worſhip in Puriry and Power. Fx- 
mily-reformation will greatly befriend Family- 
religion: And I fhall enforce this with Zopbar's 
advice'to Fob, ' Fob XI. 13, 14, 15. If thon 
prepare thine beait, and retch forth thine hands 
rowards him. If iniquity be i thine hand, fut 

it 
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it Far away, and let nt wickedneſs dwell in thy 
rabernacles. For then ſhalt thou lift up thy face 
gitbout ſp2t--— | The whole marter being rhus 
fer forth, 1 conceiveTrto be a pertinent Inttance 


'of Abrabam's care of Family-worſhip.” 


'Y. The rhizd Inſtance is, His praying for 
thole of his Family ; which we'may' very pro- 
bably collect from that which is expreſly affirm- 

ed, tharhe did in the behalf of his Son 1ſ-mie, 
Gen. XVII. 18. And Abraham ſaid unto God, O, 
that Iſhmael might live © before thee. A ſhore 


-Peritiongbur comprehenfive of all ther an Holy 


Father can'gsk for his child ; for to live before 


' God, 1S"in"effect, "that he may be graciouſly 


fndified 5: and) crernally ſaved. Thos ro walk 
before God, is:ro Herve him in Halineſs and 


Rigbreouſneſs: 'Gen.-XVIL 1. #athbefore me, 
[and be thou perfett {+ To be eternally blefſed 'is 
-w be in God's Preſence; 'Pſal. XVE-1r1--— Tn 
"thy preſenceiss"fulneſs of joy: ar thy right band 


are pleaſures for cver more 1 Thefl, TV,"19— 


ſo we ſhall be ever with the Lord. Thus did: 4- 
' brabam pray for his Son Fhmae!,” and: we oughr 
nor to doubt; bur'thar he 4igs as much for his 
-only :Son(2viz.) by Promiſe) T/acc, whom he 


loved. | Nay- farther, Chariry (which hoperh 


'all rhirgs;-believerh all' things) will thmk pro- 
-bable Argumenrs{fuch'as his Zeal, - Aﬀecti- 
on and Compatſion) ſufficient ro mtluce- us ro 
-ponclude,' that he did ſo-for the reſbof ea gta 
ly alſo; F- 


| Exception. 
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Exception: - If any- ane upon this Inſtance}. ## 2 

. ſhall reply, Thar if, it were admitted thar forme- rende 

thing may from.thence be deduced ro favour. D9 

| || that Practice of a Man's Praying for his Fa-fſ) Þvt ' 

ml - - mily:;z- yer -Will 47 nor: reach thar which they Atlo! 

| who urge the Duty of: Family-Worſkip, "dof. 5 E: 
principally reſpe&t, and that is Praying withſ] i4- 
our Families. | \ 


. -Hnſwer-; Thar might have-been obſerved tof} | ſha 
- be eſtabliſhed | in the former Inſtance, of thefſ but | 
- Whole Family's meeting, and” joyning together 
- at the Sacrifice (as was there: ſhewn) and then | 
; did Hbrabam Pray with bis Family; as-is wit-Y,,.3: 
.nefled, Gen. XIL 8. —— He builded-rhere an VE 
: Altar ,. and :called pon itbhe Name: of \the. Lord. HE» 
»Bur if any feek for a Particular Example, \bap-f 
ly we may'find ene, though-not inthe Hiſtory if © 
| - of - Abraham, yer of -Ifeac.; > rhe :Inbericor of Ne 
- prayed- riot: only: for, :but alfoimich: bes Witke Y/, 1 7 
| Rebekeki © Which tnay the mort clearty appear, | 4d 
-if -we make 'a duet jon: 1nto::the Tent, BY: 
Gen. XXV. 21; And Iſaac entreated the Lori, 
-For bn. Wife. But Araus| Montanius;,” keeping 
-more- exacMy -to the: Hebrew, wranſlares the 
words, Et oravit \Tchac Dominum 'e region 
nxoaw ſue. (Qver-againſt.' or in-;the Preſence | 
of his Wife. Nor referring it to the- Perſon i 
prayed for, or the Subjet-marrer of his Prayer; £ + 
bur' the 'diſpoſing , or the placing of m—_ tha 
ww 
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when he prayed. Tremel- 
"wg paanray indeed, Ma Gromed regi- 
render the w Ropavit 5 
| Dominum ob uxorem = LIEN NaJ2. ad 
Bur they make this Anno* wxoris ſue. Buxtort 
ation upon them : Thar Lex: 

's, E4 preſente, £5. und cum 

ili, His Wie being preſent, and rogether 
with bin. | What was. collected from the Fa- 
mily's joyning rogether in the Sacrifice, I judge 

a good Proof a Proves and therefore 
I ſhall nor infiſt. upon this Inſtance of 1/aac, 
bur having mentioned ir, I ſhall leave ir-to be 
farther ſearched i into by the Learned. 


3. The Thid Thing propounded to: be. ob- 
ferved from, thar which is recorded inthe Scrip- 
wee, rouching Abraham's Example 10; ericou- 
nge Family-Religion, was.the Happy Succeſs, - 
and excellent Fruits, which, by God's: Bleſſing, 
[did ſpring from bis Religious and Pious Endea- 
Yours to.promatre it; This did apRear, _ . ns 

(1.) In+ general,., All Abrabam's Crenm—s 
td wear. the Honourable Badge of their Ma- 
Rer's Piery ; - for-tþey are tiled, his Trained 

ants (or, .a$ it is in the Mar- > 

rt), his. InſtraSed. Servants, Initio Sacris 
Fo XIV. 14. Which Ariws Mon- A 
tau rranſlates Iniziatos, 2 word ; 
peculiarly applyed to rhuſe who Ate: infiruted 
Mm and admirted co. rhe fight or participation. 
Reign Myfexies. Ir is the ſame: word- 
that is uſed. in. Prov. XXIL 16.4 Train up & Child 
im the way be ſeal go, and when he #- old, - 
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. will not depare from it. The word- is; uſed to 


hgnifie Dedicarion,2 Chron, 
JIN? VIE. 5. -— So the King and 
TVaA T8 . all the people dedicated the 


TYIVIT: In puero oft - 
ejus Inſtitutio. Greti 
appellant narmgow 
unde tft apud He- 
breos quod Liber . 
II NED ae pri- 
ma putro cum 1n[tity- 
tione © Catrechiſmum 
appellant. Mercer. 


Heuſe of God. Thus were 
all Abraham's Children and 
"Servants dedicated to God, 
when they were enrered 
inco Covenant with | him 
by Circumciſion? Ir is al 
ſo uſed ro fignifie Inftry- 
tion in the firſt Principles, 
- which is by the Greeks 
called The Carechiſe; as 'yon may ſay, His 
Carechiſed Servants. This 1s one Excellent Uſe 
and Exerciſe of Family-Religiyn, . to have all 
- thar need” it,, to” be' well inſtructed - and 
-grounded jn the Catechiſm, For my part, 1 
conceive it far more probable, That Abrabain 
trained up his Servants in the Principles of Re 
ligion, rhan'in Military Ditcipline. 
(2.) More particularly, the Succeſs of Abr# 
bam's Care for Family-Religion, did mgft emi- 
nently appear, in the Prudence and Fidelity of 


bis eldeſt Servant, "rhe Sreward of his Houſe, 


(who is ſuppoſed tro have been Ekezer, met- 
rioned Gen.X V.2. ) With what admirable Piety 
and Dexreriry did he manage rhat moſt Impor- 
rant Aﬀair, of ferching a Wife for. I/aac from 
Padan- Aram 2 The Hiſtory whereof we read in 
Gen. XXIV. FRG" | | 
Having rbus paſſed through thoſe rhree things 
which:Thad ro obſerve ronching Abraham's Fa- 
mily-Refigion, and laid the ext 
alas es, S 1.42 wh 
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ink I may-affirm with a modeſt Confidence, + 
that we-baye a very good Argument for Fami- 
l-Worſiip from 4brabam's Example, which 


"d Y vill be yet more evident, if we farther Qb- 
be ſerve, - ( 1. ) Thar I have 'nort alledged any 
: one thing, relating to ; his Family: Religion, 

F that carries m ir any, intimation, that he acted 
q therein by an Extraordinary Cal, or: Special 
$f n/ation ; bur that he went upon {ſuch 


" Grounds and Principles as are common to all 
" Wthe Children of God. For they have - all. the 
ſame Spirit to {anctifie and lead then. Roms. 


- VII. 4. For as many @s are led by the.Sparit of 
" God, they are the Sons of Ged. They are par- 
6 We-kers of the {ame ſaving Graces, . as tothe 
1 {=bfance and Xing, rhough nor to the fame 
4 WW Papee. 2 Per. 1.1. + To them that bave ob- 
7 raned 1; he precious Faith with ws. I hey walk - 
. (0) che Tame Rule. Pbul. IIL 16. ----- Let us 
Wok by the ſame Rule, ler us mind the ſame thing. 

” WGai. VI. 16. And & many 4s walk accords 

W's Rule, peace be. on them ---- They are Hirs 


of the ſame Promiles, and ſhall partake of the 
c Common Salvation. 
BW {2.) The Examples of che Eminenr Saints, 
” Kelpecially ſuch as are recorded in Scripture for 
cur Imitation, lay more than an_ implicit and 
rertval Obltgarion gpon, us. For ' we are ex- 
preſiy commanded ro follow them, 1 Cor. XI. 
\ +. Bee followers of me, as I alſo am of Chri#. 
'2 Theff. III. 7. For , your ſelves know, bow that 
Ie ought to Follow us, Heb. VI. 1. That Je be 
nor ſloth ful, but follcwers of them, who through. - 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. James 


46 Of Family-Worſbip. 0 ' © 
V. to. Take the Prophets -— for an Example of 
faffering Afflie&ion, and of Patience. "2 
And 1o I ſhall cloſe my Argument for Fa- © 
mily-Worthip, as drawn from the Example of © 
Abraham, and leave' it to the Impartial "and 
Judicious, to determine, in the fear of God, 
_ whether or no, there be nor one Scripture- 
Ground or Reaſon for the Eſtabliſhment and 
Enforcemenr of it. | 


4. I ſhall lay the Fourth Period, from Abra- 

bam, until the time that the Children of 1/7ael . 
were ſerled in the Land of Promiſe: And in. 

this Interval I, ſhall produce the Example of 

Fob, becauſe many learned Men do refer his 
Hiſtory to the rime of T/raePs ſojourning in the 

Land of Egype. A moſt rare and excellent ' 
Perſon he doubtleſs was; of whom the Holy © 
Ghoft gives ſo Hononrable a CharaQter, not I” 
becauſe of his plentiful Eftate, bur his fingular I 
Piety. Fob 1. 8. And the Lord ſaid unto S- > 
tan, Haſt thou confidered my Servant Job, that 
there '# none like him in the Earth, a perfe, and 

an upright man, ene that feareth God, and ef- i” 
cheweth evil. A Peerlefs Perſon he was, whoſe WP! 
Equal was not to be found oft Earth. To him >! 
was thar Grace-(in a good meaſure) vouch- W's" 
fſafed, which we are raught ro Pray for, in i 
that Perition, Thy V1! be done on Earth, as it 

s in Heaven. After all rhis, is ir not very Re- F* 
markable and Surprizing, rhar the firſt Inſtance | 
which is mentioned of his tranſcendent Piety, IF”. 
ſhould be his Religious Care of his Family ? Þ. 
Bur ſo it was Ver, 5. And it wes ſothat $60! F 
SME a Gorges Sry. 5. aa" 


| Of Family-Worſhip. 47 
dys of their Feaſting was gone about, that Job 
i ne, and ſanftified them, and roſe up early in 
Wile morning, and offered ' Burnt-Offerings, ac- 
cording to the Number of them all : For Job 
ud, It may be, that my Sons have ſinned, and 
Meurſed God #n- their bearts. Thus did Job con- * 
tinually, Before I addreſs my ſelf ro the im- 
provcment of- Fob's Example, as very appoſite 
tomy preſent Subject, | 
(1. ) I muft endeavour ro remove one ftum- 
bling-ſtone, or Rock of Offence, which is this. 
|tis nor unlikely, thar ſome, when they hear 
o thus declare bimfſelf rouching his Sons, [Tr 
' may be, they have curſed God in- their hearts] 
will be ready ro ſuppoſe them to have been a 
of Hell-hounds, Senſual Epicures, or 
Weeſperare Arheitts, ſtrange and unheard-of Mon- 
Micrs in a Family of Barbarians themſelves, and 
muſt be loek'd upon as Incarnate Devils, in a 
Mfamily thar carries bur the leaſt ſhadow of -be- 
"Rig Religious. Bur notwithſtanding. that Ex- 
Weeffion here uſed, [of Curſing God in their 
# Wrarts] I believe that Fob ſuſpeCted nothing 
f * of them, than what mighr poflibly by 
{ Puprize, Infirmiry, or Tempration, befal Per- 
Wlons in a Regenerare ſtare, though rhat which 
\. Jighr be incended by rthofe words, be granted 
Fo fignifie ſomerbing rhat is exceeding ſinful. 
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ra nerally all Interprerers 

= Feder them in a more mild 758 JINA) 
- £1 mollifed ſenſe, than FIOAATY. 

, Þ found of xhem doth car- 


3 "Fin ir. Moſt certain it is, That the Original 
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bur it 15. allo, eyident, that the proper fenle of |} | 
[ Blefling God]. cannot be intended, far the'f 1 
icope and tenor of- Fob's ſpeech will .not admit. Þ. j 
it, { It may. be my Sons have ſinned, and blefied. Þ 
God in, their hearts] therefore he undoubredly.. 
intended by thar Phraſe, ſomething thar is evil, 
whereby God. might be provoked, and accord-,. 


- ingly he hath recourſe to a Sacrifice-for Expia- {| 


'F: 
0 

a 

l, 

( 

þ 

6] 

a1 
tion, and co make -Aronement, Interpreters, || (: 
both : Ancient and Modern, | uſe: ſofter terms | C 
than. that _of . [ Curkng God. ] The Chaldee | 'H 
ſairh; Ir may be, they have -provoked God in; Þ ri 
their Minds. | The Syriack,,; They have offered | Ci 
ſome Contumely. ro God, poilibly by ſome ir- | T 
reverent. or un{uitable Conceptiqns of him. Or} fir 
as Tremelius' and Funius expreſs it in their An- {| m 
ho 

ge 

H 

m1 
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qu 

an 
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notations, They have nor {anctiged him, as was” 
meer... Bur the proſecution of, this any farther; 
would be an unneceflary Digreiſion- from the: Y. 
Defign . of this Diſcourſe... The Holy Ghoſt: mi 
hath not branded-rhem for any Exormens Crime, 
it would then be.an unjuſtifiable raſtinels to pals 
a Damnatory Sentence upon them. B:{dad indeed} 
doth caſt in a Malevolen: Infinuacion,; Fob VII» 
4. If thy Children, bave finned-againſt-him, andy i 
he hath caſt them away tn their tranſgreſſion. 
Bur litzle regard 1s, to be had of the, unchart 
rable Cenſure of him who pretumed: to Con- 
demn Fob himſelf, whom the Holy and Blefled- 
God did- jultihe and praile. | 

I ſhall therefore diſmiſs any farther Enquiry 
ints this matrer, - ſubjoyning only theſe Practical 
Nores. . ( 1. ) Thar not:only enormous and ſcar 
daleus fins do need a Sacrifice, (7. e.) the __ 
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Ny Chriſt) for the Expiation of- hows bur 
allo Secres, or Hearr-fis.. - Ads VIIL 22. - Re- 
it. |: pene therefore of thu thy wickedueſ, and-pray 
-| God, if perhaps, rhe thought of (thine beart 'may 
| be forgroen thee: And thereupon,: [enforce the 
Apottle's Exhortation, 2 Cor, VU. s,;=-- Ler 1s 


5 chanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of the Fleſh 


{| and Spirit, perfeting bolineſi in the fear of God. 
(2.) Fob calls all Forgettulneſs, Neglect, or 
Contempr of | God, though bur /urking in the 
Heart, and not openly,-or implidently decla- 
ring themſelves to the view of 'the World [ 4 
Curſinig of - God. ] And hence we: may learn; 
Thar Godly Perſons do fo repreſent; their own 
fins, and-the ſims of | thoſe in whom. they are 
moſt nearly concerned, as exceeding finful and | 
'{ horrid 5- to excite their Repentance, and to be- 
| ger.1n them an abborrence for:them : Whereas 
} Hypocrites uſually fiudy Extenuations and. Di- 
4 minutions for their &ns, ro: make them appear 
lefs culpable ,- -thar they retain them- more 
quietly, wirhour diſturbing their-Carnal Peace - 


4 and Security. (3. ) Such Godly, Perſons as 
1-4 defire ro maintain Family-Religion in-its power 


\{| and vigour, ſhould be very render and' follici-- 
{| tous, left -any thing be found'in- their Families, 


- - | whereby God may be diſhonovured, or provoked 


to ſuſpend, or remove his uſual Graee and Fa- 
yours: from them.” 


"2; Thar nothing may be left to interrupr or 

| pen our intended Argument for | Family- 
ſhip'to-be taken from Feb's Example, there - 

bg one © little Objectian ms thar may call for 
an 
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. an Anſwer, and iris this: That Fob's Sons are 


_ this they may think will enfeeble, if nor over- 


| potion: For-admir ir-were determined, "Thar 


as long as they 


Proper 
| charge the reſpecti 
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not to be repured Members of his Family ; be- 
cauſe they -bad- their ſeveral Houſes, as is ex- - 
preſly faid, Ver. 4. And bs Sons went, and | 


feaſted im their houſes, every one. buy day. And 


throw the very Foundation of any Argument 
for Family-Worſhip thar ſhall be raiſed in Fod's 
Example. 


' | fſwer 1. { To determine what it 1s that con+ 
Airures a Family, we are not ro ſeek for the 
Cauſes thereof in the Walls or Inclolures where- 
in Families may repoſe themſelves ; for. then 
the Nemades, who: had no Houſes, could not 
have any Families, which is a ridiculous Sup- 


| 
F 
n 
where there are no fixed Habitations, there can | c 
be no Families, we'muſt diſſolve and diflipate f 1 
w 
of 

( 


all the Families of the Holy Patriarchs, at leaſt, 
| were in ſuch a moving condi: 
Hon as is deſcribed, P/al. CV. 13. When they 
went from one Nation to another, from one King: 
dom to another People. | 


2. The Formal Cauſe, that Conſtirutes and | cha 
Denominates a Family, is the Relation, in | on: 
which the'Head and Members do ftand roward { Ch 
each other: And accordingly a Family is de {| gre 
ſcribed-ro be a particutar or lefler Society, con- | van 
fiſting of Chifdren and Servants, under their "a 

fes, 
Fan 


Head, or Governour, obliged to dif- 
ective Daries. which. they owe 
towards each other, in their Gn 
. : " rions. : 


Fhs 


IELLL 
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Concerning the Husband, -there is no queſti 
And the Apoſtle allows to.the Wife yr 
ordinate), Governing Power, - 4. Tan, V. 1-44 
I will, that er Women 

guide (or Govern) the Hoſe. 6 inetwente.. 
the Family. 


3. The mentioning of ſeveral Houſes belong 
ing tO Feb's, Sons, will not conclude ke belong 
no Members” of _ his Family ,.' although they 
might have. had. Wives and Children 3 which 
yer the Scripture doth not aſſert, bur rather in- 
timates the contrary. For all that is faid rouchs 
ing the Entertainments which were made, - all 
paſſed -between the Brothers and Siſters. This 
may: require a little more-to be 'added; for the 
dearing of what is Eflential ro.a Family,which 
I think the more neceflary, becaule it.is likely 
we may be pur-upon it again, in another. place 
of this-Diſcourſe. Let. it;-then be remarked, 

(1. ))., That -ir is no unuſual thing for” Princes 
and great Perfonages to 2(fgn their Children 
ſeveral Appartments in their, Palaces, ar-Houſles. 
And, as. for . their - Seryants, "who knows: not 


that many -of them may» be-fixed Servants in 


ove Family, and; yet have Houſes, Wives, and 
Children of rheir own? And fo, on different 


grounds, ;they. may- be. borh- Mafters and Ser- 


vants, i a3 well. as the ſame Perſon may be a 
Father,.and a Son. (2.) Ir need nor ſeeny 
ſtrates thar- Fob's Sons had- their ſeveral-Hou- 

ſes, ſuch 'as-they awere, for I ſuppole that Meng: 


anzo_g mafſt-; provide rhe Materials, - and: be. 


D 2 them- 


Statiqns,, The Head is the Husband and Wiſe 


- 
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themſelves the Architects , who would: build 
for them Magnificent Srrucuures. Theſe Houſes 


ir all probabiliry were' bur like thoſe in uſe in 


thoſe younger days of 'the World, ſome kinds 
of Tents, or of ike compagittation 5 which 
might be eirher- contiguous, ...or' removed at 
ſome ſmall diſtance from each other. - I am 
the more confirmed in this Opinion, by what 
we find touching the diſpoſal of other Families 
in thoſe early days. ' Abrabani” had his Tear, 


8s we may colle&t from Gen. XXL. '2. / And 


Sarab died in--- Hebron --— and Abraham came 
to mourn, and weep for ber. He came, I fup- 
Pole, from his own Tent. Expreſs mention is 
made of | Sarah's, Tent, Gen. XXIV: 67.' And 
Iſaac brought ber ( Rebekah ) ento bs Mother 
Sarah's Texr. To give full meaſure, and run- 
ning over to demonfirare this, Thar rhe having 
of diſtin& appropriate places of Repoſe,' was 
a very common thing for Perſons of -one and 
the ſame Famuly, ler us bur caſt our Eye on 
Gen. XXXLI. 33. And Laban went into Jacob's 
Tent, and into Leah's Tent, and into the two 


| Maid-ſervants Tents, but faund them not ( vt. 
m, which Rache/ hat | 


his Images, or Terdpbi 
ollen ) Then went” be. out of Leah's Tent, and 
entred into Rachel's Tent. I believe ir-will be 
no diſrepuration ro'FoH's Sons, if we imagine, 
that their Houſes were of ſome Alliance with 
the Tents ; if not intheir Serufwre, yer in their 
Uſe. And I am very confident, that none will 
queſtion whether Facob's Wives were of his Fa- 
mily, althongh they had- rheig" ſeveral Tents, 


et Houſes, for it would be no. 
or 
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+ Of Bamily-Warſhip 2 
Error-to- call them ſo, - (23.) Let nor: any fear 
that if we admit Fob's Sons (who had their ſe- 
parate Houles) inro Fob's Family, we ſhould 
increaſe jr; to an over-great Number : For ir 
ſcems/thar, in rhoſe Days of.-Sobriety and Or- 
derline(s, ſuch a - Family- as Abrebam's was, 
wherein. were Three Hundred. and Eighteen 


that, bore Arms (and we may reaſonably allow 


double rhe-number to have been in his Family) 
might be berter- provided for, and more regu- 
larly Governed: (for they; were ;his catechiled 
Servants that went out with him, as was before 
roach'd upon) than moſt Families are. aniong 
us, tho! they amount not .to. the Tenth Part of 
thar number. And farther, it is obvious to eve- 
ry Eye, that in thoſe Days the Stock had uſual- 
ly all the Branighes that grew our of ir Rillcleav- | 
ing 70 It.;. F4cdb with his rwelve Sons, and all 


' their Wives; Children and Servants, were bur 


one Houſe or Family, when he went down in- 
ro /£gype, Gen. XLVI. 27,--—: -AL the. ſauls 
of the boſe of Jacob which comgrace Eygyptvere 
thr eeſcor eand fix. 24.165 Fn 
Having: thus. removed: t two Remora' 5g 


T hope-we ſhall-not be troubled, with any .more 


Obſtacles, but rhar we may. have our Paſge 
open and-ſmooth : and yer,in our ſerting, forth, 
I think ir. is bur fair, dealing,” thar 1 AOWP: UNE 
the Reader, Thar I foreſee our Diſcourſe upon 
the Example of Fob, is likely to. be of ſome 
length; and a pretty; large compaſs; bur. I ſhall 
endeavour. ſo-to. bound. ir; char 1 ingend not, 
thar ir ſhall wayder withour the. juſt limirs of 
my SubjeR., 1. ſhall hes: Iintreat the Frome 
3 


#4 of Og Winſki =: 7. 
and pions Reader (if he think theſe Papers may {| 
contribure any thing roward bis Information;or ' | ' 


Edification) that he would pleaſe topo 'along 


with me patiently, and I ſhall undertake (as - 


far as my poor Capacity is able to judge)" thar 
in our Progreſs we ſhall meer with many'things 
Which 'may conrribure much toward the 
Eftabliſkment of Family-Religion; and allo, 
ſeveral Iriftances, according towbich ir' is ro be 
Exemplified and Exerciſed. | And'fo undetthe 
Guidance and Afﬀiftance of the Word and 
Grace of Chriſt terus ſer our. 


F7 | Hee ©/g weed Ones, thar the firſt | 


I preſents irlelf wo our view, is {0 
Amiable 3 and ir ir" ſhews' ieſelf our 


——_ r they I _ nfs -. , 
ciprocal Kindnes, "This is * Bleſſing which aſl 
Families are tiot fo happy as to enjoy 3 bar 
goubleſs it is 4 Mrey in irfelf, and for its ex- 


conſequently, very defira- 
The P/almiſt way raviſh'd 


cellenr Fruirsz 
ble and ig” The 


in 1he,|Conrethptarion'of t, Pfe!. "CXXXTV. . 


Behold, bowy good and Pleaſant it & for brethren 
Po dwell" ropecher th amity. This Contord of 
of's Chitdren,' I'Goubr nor, may "ſafely and 
nrably be aſ&ibed to God's Bleflings, co- 
pperating with," and giving ſucceſs "to Fob's 
fanting and watering of 38," in their Religious 
Pdncaion. I ſhall from this Inftance, rake the 
reedoim to 2dvile;- and importiinarely to be- 


ſeech alt Godly' Preity, r0 ſeaſon am” | 
ren 


— 
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= Of Family-Worſmip. 
Mn as is poſſible, with the Principles 
' of: Love roward God, and in, him, toward 
each other, :and toward all Men. It is Evil in 
itlelf,, and - werſe in its Conſequenrs, to have 
Children habiruated ro Wrangling and Conten- 


tions : and wort of all, to be encouraged and 
commended for Brawling and Fighting, eſpe- 


cially-among themſelves. This Counſel I give 
to Parents: and I wouid entrear Children to 
learn well thar Leſſon that 1s fer before them, 
Epb. IV. 31. Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind 


' oe #0another. And 1 ſhall enforce my Exhor- 


rarion to both, by this Argument, If Leve 
be not "maintained and cheriſhed in a Family, 
the Whrſhip of God will be hindred, the Mem- 
bers thereof be indifpoſed for. it; and the Ble[- 
fing of God upon rhem, denied or ſuſpended : 
For the wrath of man worketh not the raghteouſ- 


mſi of | God. The Apoſtle did wil indeed, thae 


men pray every-where; but with this Provilſa, 
Thar they do ſo mithour wrath, as well as with- 
out doubting. i Tim. Il. !. 


2. 7ob's Children-converſed togerher, and 


treared vhe another with great Kindneſs: This * 


all will grant was very commendab/e. And they 


Feaſted rogerher ; and rhar allo might be done 
very znnocently : for we do not find, that any 
Reflexions were made thereupon-by the Holy 
Ghoſt; neither doth he charge:them with any 
Diforders commirred therein : yer was Fob up» 
on that yery account jealous oyer-them with. a 

D 4 godly 
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_ Parents (cither in the Natural or Metaphorical 


godly  ſealoufic ; . for he faid [et 19nay be; my 
fons have finmed.] Hereupon, I think we may 
receive this Document, Thar-where there is li- 
beral and frequent Feaſting Sin will very hardly 


be kept our. | That was neither an unſeaſona-- 
ble, nor an unneceflary Caution, ' which is giv- 
en by the Lord himielf, Dexe.. VIII. 11, 12. 


Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God---- 
when thou baft eaten, and art full. ' Ler the God- 
ly-wiſe imparrially. oblerve, whether Feafting- 
Seaſons do. nor ſome-times exclude Family- 
Worſhip, where ir uſeth ro be Religiouſly per- 
formed 2 Or, whether at leaſt Family-Wortfhip 
be nor damnified thereby, as loſing much of its 
wonted Spirit and Vigour, and degenerate into 
a looſe cuſtomary Formality. If it be really 


found by Experience, That much Feaſting and 


Family-Worſhip are indeed incompatible. * I 
ſappole ir will require not long debate, which 


of them ſhonld give way to the other ? It is 


undoubredly berter, that an unneceſſary Feat be 
omitred, then God ſhould be defrauded of his 
Worſhip; or the Family deprived of ſo great 
and valuable a Mercy. | | 


3. Fob ſaid [it mav be. my ſons have ſinned 
Ir is. indeed an effect 'of Raſhneſs and. Cenfort- 
ouſnels, cafily ro entertain Groundlefi $Suſpicions, 
and Evil Surmiſes ; for Charity thinketh no Evik 


Sat believeth all things, and hopeth: all things, 


bar yer, in-ſuch Caſes as rhis which is now be- 


fore us, 1 ſuppoſe we may ſafely leave this in» | 


offenſive Note "that it is very excuſable, that 
Senſe) 
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' near to their Hearrs. U 


4 of Family-Warſhip. 57 
t of their render Love and Compaſſi- 
on, may be attowed ro fear "thoſe things char” 
have an Apritude, or bur a remete- ay 
of Endangering or Hurting thoſe who 
this Gian? Fares 
was unblamable, in his folfidtonſhels* for the 


fafery of his Son Benjamin, Tg * ng | 


If miſchief befal him then 
Meh Ck ot ſorrow fold bring grabs.” wo 


Apctle” Paul told rhe Corinthians; lk 
- jealous vver them with a godly jealouſie? © or. 
rat 


XI. 2. And the Galatians, Thi be * 
of them, 1.'e. That be was affaid” them, or 
on their behalf, Gal. IV. rr. *Upoit Yuth'an' 
occaſion 'as this, 'I hope tar retider loving Re- 
ltgious Parents, will ſuffer this wordof Exhors 
ration 3 your Hearts are inrimarely Kiitt ra your 
Children, bac 4 rr urrermoſt' $Þ - 


Pros? re them from _y er obing ru ay 
ob's 


wn ys or” b) Ie ther ;_ __ a7; 
mind, ye will'be moſt afrajd, Yeſt” they" be en® 
rangled or infected by Sin.” This was that which? 


made him tremble, and fo earneſtly ro beſtir* 
himſelf, [1* may be, my" ſons have formed]. Ye- 
love their health and welfare in all refpedts ;-- 


bur above all, 'fee that ye heartily and prudent- 
ly love their” Souls : "and therefore be. careful 
and conſciencious in making* uſe of "all thoſe 


Antidores and Preſervatives, which God bath 


preſcribed, prepared, and pur imo your hands' 
ro keep them Sin. Yer pray it tay be” 
in Abraham's words, O, that my child may live. 
Pray alſo with Faith and Fervour, and offer 
that Detition to God which our Saviour himſelf 

D y''2 52% Mah 
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1; He of Fanih-Woſip,. 
hath indited, Fob. XVI. x5. I pra _ has 
thou ſhouldeft take them out + rae but that 
thou ſhauldeſt keep them from che evil. Ser them 
faic and _ Copies, in your vertuous 
Ezamples,. which zhey may tranſcribeand imi- 
ware :; Whey and ſharpen your Counſels and Ad- 
monirions,. by ferious and frequent Reperitions 
and Intylcatious.. With theſe you may plente- 
- furni{ yourſelves our of God's own Book 
tprions-!'.1 ſhall Collecta few of them, 
y:bage.chem always ready. athand ; 
| as © rn 7 ©; dy Jen, if Knrnnh entice ehee, 
wot. Prov. XXII. 20,21. 
Fog my ſon, end be wiſe ; jor es feb 
48 the;way.. Be not ST AS. ak 
amng reorgus eaters of fleſh. For the gluten 
{ che. dranhard ſhall come to poverty: , and drow- 
64 Er gariget rags... Prov. XIIL 


mith wiſe men ſhall be wiſes 
Fooks. ſhall be defxoged. Pial. 
9. uebal foal a young man cleanſe 
bs 24) >. **- Debs thereto according to thy 
word. Prov: IV. 14. Enter not into. the path 
of the wicked: and go not the way of evil men. 
If ye willexerciſe onfy-a-comperenr Diligence 
ye may, gather heaps upon heaps of ſuch Holy. 
Apkarigss, I know - 54 render Parents have 
often aking Hearts, when they knew nor where 
their Children-are; and yer they muſt 'be con- 
rent to have them outof their ſight : they ſfiould 
therefore. endeavour 10 da that by affectionate 
Admonition,. which they cannot-always da by 
. Warn and.charge your. 
Children when grown up, not only to uy 


' mething ſhould be done by ehemfeloes —_ 


©, Of FamillWoſhip. 0 


out of the company of the opentyprophane, who. 


babe their Plague-fores running upon them, 


and convey Infection and Dearth to all thar 


come near. them : bur adviſe then alfo againſt 
mrimare Familiarity, and frequent unneceflary 


| Converſe with ſuch as may be civil, witty, and 


obliging; bur are deftirure of, and birter Eqe- 
mies ro the Power of Godtineſfs : whoſe' Dif 
courſes are ordinarily compounded of Leviry 
and Vaniry ; togerher with: Raiſery and Sar- 
caſm, ro redicute or reproachall rhar is Serious 
or Sacred. There is a ftrange cffacinating Ma- 
ligniry in ſome Peoples Diſcourſes, in Which 
the Poyſon is wrap'd up in gilded Pills, andthe 
deadly Hook js covered with a pleaſant Bair. 
How ſadly and commonly is that ſaying expe- 
rimented, which Sr. Pau! took out of Menan- 
ders Tha, Evil Communications corrupt good 
Manners. Some, if rhey pleaſe, may call rhis 


a long Digreſſion ; bur I am fure it leads di- 


rectls to the end defigned by me, in the draw- 
ing up of theſe Papers, which was to promote 


_ Family-Religion in the Life and Power of it, 


and foto take the advantages to excite unto it, 
and direct to rhe fruirful ordering and manage- 


| ment of ir, which thoſe Scriptures that I was 
Ted to confider, did freely offer unto me. 


4: A fourth Circumſtance that defervyes tobe 
inſpected into, is, [That Job ſent and ſanified 
bs fens.] This imports more, than that Feb _ 
prayed God ro fandtifie rhem by his Grace: for 
ic plainly infinaates, that Fob intended rhat 


"> 


60 Of Femily Worſhip. | 


the effecting or promoring their own. Sandtifica- 
tion, 1n order to their Participation. in the Ule 
'and Benefir of rhar Sacrifice which was to be 


offered on their behalf. | 
This Notion of Sanf:ification doth frequent- 


Ty occur in the Scriptures, to denote a due Prj- 


paration for Religious-Worſhip.. When God 
commanded Facod to go to Bethel, ro erect an 
Altar there for Sacritfices, he ſaid unto his Hou- 


ſhold, Par away the ftrange Gods that are a- 
mong YOu, and be clean, and change your gar- 
This is all one as 
if he bad ſaid, Sane your ſelves. Thus upon 
that folema Occafion, when God was abour to 


ments, Gen. XXXV. 2. 


Proclaim the Law at Mount Synas, that the 
People might be prepared ro draw near to him; 
he gave this in charge to Moſes, Exed. XIX. 


1D. Go unto the people, and ſanflifie them to © 


day, and tomorrow; and let them waſh their 
cleaths, and be ready againſt the third day. And 
more exprelly,. 1 Sam. XVI 5. Sanfifie your- 
Jelves, and come with me to the ſacrifice, This 
preparatory Sanification is Twofold, {1.) Ex- 
gernal and Ceremonial. (%.) Tviternal, or Moral 
and Spiritual. The External San- 
: Ctificarion conflifted indiversWaſh- 
ings, and Carnal Ordinances {or 
Rices and Ceremonies )- impoſed 
= , _ on them, unril rhe time of Refor- 
- mation, Heb. IX. ro. The Interna! confiſts in 

caſting our of Sin from rhe heart and life, and 
the fincere turning. unto God. gFam, IV. 8. 
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Draw nigh to God, and be will draw nigh unto © | 


y0u 3 Cleanſe your hands, ye ſinners, and purifie 
our hearts, .ye double-minded. Plal. XX VI. 6. 
I will waſh my hands in innocency ; and ſo will 1 


| compaſs thine Altars, O Lord. Ila. I. 16. Waſh 


ye, make you clean 3 put away the evil of your do- * 
ings from before mine eyes: ceaſe to do evil, learn 
ro do well, As this is ro be done by every one 
Perſonally, fo in order ro Family-Worſkhip, the 
like Sanctification is ro.be look'd after, as Facob 
faid to his Houſhold, be clean : In the place 
before cited, This is ratified by Fob XI. 13, 14. 


' If thou prepare thine heart--—= And let not 


wickedneſi dwell. in thy tabernacles. Hence we 
conclude, Thar although, that the Ceremonial 
ways of Preparatory SanQtification be ceaſed 
with the Typical Sacrifices; yer we are till ro 
retain and obſerve the Spiritual Part,as agree- 
able ro Spiritual Sacrifices, which continue un- 
der the Goſpel. | k-0 


| The Phraſe of Fob's Santifying his Sons be- 
ing thus cleared, I conceive we may naturally 


and regularly draw theſe Inferences. .. 


( 4.) Here we find a Sacrifice to be offered 
by Fob, in, and for .his Family, ro which be 
called his. Sons. This proves that there were 
Family-Sacrifices. And. this is yet more ex- 
preſty afſerred, 1 Sam. XX. 6. There # a Tearly 
Sacrifice, for all the Family. Our Tra a 
| rm wa + 6 -. fanh 


| 


* 62 Of Family-Worſhip. 
"= —_ wy np Sacrifice; 

ws) \1 and I ſuppoſe the Hebrew 
CS Phraſe may fo intend it: 
Ar. Monit. | Yer the words are, 4 S4- 
' Sacrificia ditrum crifice of days. And io Ar. 


Or Sacrifices for ſome days, 
are then celebrated for the whole Family. Bur 
wherher that Sacrifice were Annuz!, or Occafio- 
nal, or Ordinary, is not material, as to our pure 
| poſe, ſeeing ir is withour Controverſie, Thar a 
Famity-Sacrifice rhere was, and'therefore there 


was Famity-Worthip; becanſe Sacrificing was 
an eminent way of performing Religious Wor- | 


ſhip. 


- Exception. The word tranſlated, « Sacri- 


fice, might have been rendred, a FeaF, for rhe 
SE | Family; it importing no 
nA mafatio from more than'a ſlaying, viz. 
na meZauit. of. Beaſts, in. order ro the 
furniſhing of Proviſions for 


a Feaſt. As Gen. XLIIL 16. Bring theſe men 
home, and ſlay, { or kill a killing) and make 
ready, for theſe men ſhall dine with me at Noon. 
If then this were only a Family-Feaſt, rhen 
was it not a Family-Sacrifice : And'fo nothing 
can. be deduced from rhence ro eſtabliſh, or 
countenance Family-Wortſhip. 


Anſier. This is bat an Evaſion, no Conſu- 
ration. For admit, a Feaft were then kepr, to 
which the Family came; yer was it not Co 
mon Feaſt for Emerainment, hangs 
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thar- 1n their we eg en the Far VEE 
been burar upon. the Altar, and the Prieſt ha- 

raken his Portion, the remainders of the 
fk were delivered ro thoſe who, brought the 
Sacrifice, who- uſed therewith "to hold a Feaſt. 
The. obſeryipg. of this, will help us ro under- 
ſtand rhaz ſpeech. of the 


light and” Fn Woman, Carnes ad 


Prov. VIL 14. 1 heve Peace- pacifcorum ſunt mibi, 
offermmgs with me: this day aqut lauts te tex- 


j have 1 paid my Voirs. i. e. Ccipiam. Mercer is 


L bold a Sumprucus Feaſt #95. 

to day, upon the remain- 

ders of the Fleſh of my "ER ORTCL And 
ſo I can treat-rhee ſplendidly, and plenrifully. 
As for the place brought our. of Geneſis, that 
will not-befriend the cauſe 


for which it was produced, MAY NAM, 


anorher word . being there _ matta mattatiomemn. 
uſed, which '3s. proper to 

denore the ſlaying of. Beaſts, it order ro fur- 
niſh oar a Plenriful, but Civil, or Common 


Entertainment. . So that notwithſtanding this 


Exception, the Argument. remains in, «s full 

and unſhaken. Here we find plainly 
and evidently, rbere, was a Family-Sacrifice , 
and that. 15. 6.g009 Proof of Family-Worſhip. 
EY 


Po of Family-Warſhip. 


the Soletnn. Rires of Divine' Worſhip. © But' 


when Chriſt { the true Sactifice © ( which was 
prefigured by thoſe Typical ones) had = 


offered up himſelf) rhere-was no more 
place left for them. Heb. VII. 27. Who nte 


eth not daily, as thoſe High"Prieſts, to offer x 


Sacrifice =-- for thu be did once, when he offered 
up himſelf. Heb. X. 14. For. by one Offering 


be bath perfefed for ever, them that are fant 


fied. $5 thar ynder the Goſpel there remains 


only, Meraphorical, or Spirirual Sacrifices to be | 


offered up ro God. 1 Per. II.'5.*--- Te alſo & 


' lively ſtones are built np a Spiritual Houſe, an 


Holy Prieftbood to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices 
acceptable roGod chrough/Feſus Chrift: Heb. X11. 


15, By him therefore let w offer the Sacrifice of 


Praiſe ro God continually, that ﬆ, the fruit of our 
Bye Ns, green ng thenks to his Name. The Offering of 


critices is a principal parr of Famity- 


Wort: 

" (2. F In order to the Family-Sacrifice, Fob 

directs his Sons to Sandtifie, 3. e. Duly ro pre- 
themfelves. And from hence I infer, 

Thar there ought ro be a due Preparation for 


Family-Worfhip, by compoſing” oar Hearts to 


Seriouſnels, that rhey may be brought imo, 
and kept in an Holy Franz, Ir is a great dif- 
paragement to Family-Worfhip, when we ruſh 
2nro it, withour firring Preparation, ſeeing we 
have to do with the Holy and Bleſſed God 


therein, as well as in any other way, wherein 


we are to make our Addreſs ro him, and we 


expect that he ſhould mcet with us, and bfefs 
us, 


Before, .and under the Law, Typi ical Sacrifices, 
are acknowledged by all, ro have been. one of 
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| Encouragement, to excite and e 


of Family Worſhip: 65. 
us. - Solomon doth - adviſe and dire&t us, - how 
we-'are to Enter. upon. the Publick Worſhip, 
Eccleſ. V. 1..: Keep thy , foot, when. thou goeft to 
the houſe of | God, And we do as well. need a 


' Monitor, to ſay ro us, Look well ro your Hearts, 


| when ye are ro-perform Family-Wocſhip. | 
( 3.) [Fob ſent, and ſandtified them.” Not 
that he infuſed Grace, or Holineſs into them. 
For ro Sanfifie, in that ſenſe is the proper and 
peculiar work of God, who is the - 
God of all Grace, and immediate- x Pet.V ro 
ly the production of the Holy Spi- 2 Thef. 11. 
rit.. Bur Fob may be ſaid, to San- 13: 
ike themzin a way af Inſtrumen- Peal. 5. 
ta/ity, or Subſerviency ro God, by. 
kis fervent Prayers to God, to beſtow his Sas - 
ring Grace upon them, by Inftructing them , 
and enforcing his {erious Frnmgy i _ Admo- 
nitions frequently upon. them, by ſerting his - 
courſe of- Life before them, as a good Pattern 
for them to imftare ; - and by making uſe of 
fuch ather =ordinary means, as God hath pre-+ 
ſcribed, and-promited to bleſs in order rhere- 
unto. Herealſo 1 may infer, Thar it.is a great 


$4 
Perſons, 10 ule- all Induſtry -and 2 Videliry | 
promoting - Family-Religion with --all wr ev 
zyghr, rhat they. may, by God's Bleſſing, con- 
tribute very much. roward: the Sanctification of 
their Children and-Servants. What the Apo- 
file Paz! ſaid to Timorby, firſt. Epiſtle, Chap. IV. 


Verſe 16. Take beed to thy ſelf, and to. thy. Do- 


Qrine, continue in them ; for-in ſo doing, thou 
ſtale both ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear thee. 
I doubt nor but that in a way of Parallel, or 

| Accom- 


_ 


66 , of: Family Werſhip. 2 
Accommodation, I may ſay to Religious Heads 
of Families, Follow afrer Holineſs yout ſelves, 
im your. Hearrs and Lives, - and iabour to infſtil 


the Precepts, Principles, and Pradtices thereof 


into thoſe who are under your Charge, and 
continue to do fo: with Fidelity 'and Activity ; 
and then, by the Grace of God, ”"u may fave 
your {ſelves and them alto. Mm 


A Fifth Circumſtance Remarkable is; 
[That Job offered burnt-offerengs, according th 
the number of them all. ] Ther is, 'of all 'bis 
Sons ar leaſt; and they were ſeven. If we ex+ 
rend this ro his Daughters alſo, they were three 
more. From' this Paſſage, we may obſerve, 
( 7. ) The Hiſtory relates, how Fob ſeat, and 
fandtified his Sons, that they might come come 20 the 
 Sacrifices, which he deſigned re Offer 6n'rheir 
behalf, We mey 'preſurne, that''they Tame; 
being ſent for by their Father and that, when 


they were cotne, -Fob + pro 
Burnt-offeri: And from hette-we may 


learn, That when Family-Worſtip'is to be per- 


| omen; all the Members of the Family ſhould 


en r is then very Tiforderty, ro have 
Family-Worſhip performed at - ſuch ſeaſons, 
as ſeveral. of the' Family cannot come' to joyn 
therein : Or they thar -come, are under ſuch 
difadvantagious Circumſtances, that they bring 


with rhem ſuch unavoidable Indiſpoſirions, that . 


it may truly be faid of. them, in- a fenſe too 
obvious, that they are Abſent, while they are 
Preſent. (2.) Fob ſent, and called his Sons 


0 


to offer the” 


or” ee that hey may” be' preſent 
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_ Of Family-Waorſhip. 6 
ro the Sacrifice. | Hence the Heads and Go- 
vernours of Families may be admonithed ro 
rake due care, - that all the Members'of the 
Family be called to joyn in the Worſhip'ro be 
performed, and to take notice of thoſe' rhar 
abſent rhemſelves without a very jutt and al- 
lowable cauſe. 

6. The Sixrh Cireemftence which is men- 
tioned, relating ro Family-Worſhip, is, Thar 
Fob offered. Burnt Offerings, according ro the 
aumber of thein'all. | Upon this I ſhall leave 
bur one Remark 'That when Parenes have 
many Children, each Child parricularly may 
challenge an Intereſt in their care, eſpecially in 
things era to their Soul-concernments , 
that rhey be broughr oth ond een 
Admonirion of the L That each of them 
be Perſonally inſtructed , watch'd over, and 
pray'd for. The Partiality of ſome Parents is 


_ juſtly reproveable; who are fondly Induſgent 


to ſome of their Children, and neglect others. 
This is unnamural,/ as well as irreligious. 


9. The laft thing poitited at, is Fob's Con- 


ſtancy in this Holy Work, [Thus 

4d bp continually.) Or as the —— 
ifes, Alldays, or every, © 

day. pry my hence I infer, Thar'what Feb did 

in this caſe, was not only Accidental, ' or Occa- 

fonal upon a'preſenr Emergency, and then laid 

down again : Bur this was his ftared' Practice, 

2 marrer of conftant Uſe and Obſervance. 

As far then, as this Example of Fob Thould 
influence us ro -perform Family-Duries; fo far 
i will oblige us alfo ro be conſtant _— all 

ays, 


68 Of Family-Worſhip. 


- days, or. every day. They then who i 
them only upon ſome Emergencies, as under, 


ſome ſhorr-liv'd Convictions, ſurprizing Provis 


dences, or Feyeriſh Firs of- Deyorion, and then - 
intermit them, or lay them afide,. may be cons 
cluded nor re proceed.upon-Fob's internal Prin: 
ciples, which' were ſteady - and uniform: Bur, 


are only moved, like Machins, by ſome Alien 
Springs, or Engines. I may add one Reflexis 
| on more upon. this occaſion, Thar as ofren as 


there is 2.juſt Reaſon impelling and obliging 


us raany Action or Performance, ſo often ſhould 
. weexcite and engage our ſelves ro Af accord: 

ingly. .This carries its own Evidence and Ef- 
ficacy in things Natural : We ſeek and take Su- 


ftenance and Refreſhment for our Bodies every. 


day,becauſe we dzily need them. UTponthis reaſon 


may the conſtant Gady Deripemgne of Family- ' 


Duries be enforced ; ule there is daily need 
of rhem. To Pray for daily. Pardon. of Sin, 


as we are directed. in. the Lord's Prayer, Give" 


us ths day our daily bread, - And then. in av in- 
ſeparable conjunction therewith; -. it follows, 
And forgive us our trefpaſſes- Fo Pray for daily 
Grace to Sandifie us, and daily Bleflings upon 
our Families, according to. this Excellent Pat- 
rern, Thus did. Fob continualy, And thus we 
arrived to the End of this Stage, The Improve- 
ment of . Foh's Example , as an. Argument for 
Family-Worſhip. 

5. 1 ſhall mg the Fifth Period in the diſ- 


polal of the Times, under rhe Old Teſtament, 


from the time that I/rae/! was brought into rhe 


Poſſeſſion-of the Land of Promilc, ro the End \ 


thereot. 
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' . Of Family-Worſhip. 69 
thereof. Within'this Interval I ſhall produce* 
the famous Example of Foſhna, which is (I 
think) raken notice of by all that deal in this 
-Subject 3 and the'place chiefly fixed upon, as 


1 moſt pertinent+and pregnant, is -Foſh. XXIV. 


15,-----— But as for me and my houſe, we will 
ſerve. che Lord.  Here.we have Feſhud's ſolemn - 
Profeſſion ;- Proteſtation, and Engagement, 
which be entred, and would have recorded ; 
that he undertook as well-for his Horſe'as for 
Himſelf : That not'only ſeperately, but alſo cor- 
juntly, both he and his bouſe would ſerve the 
Lord. There are bur rwo- things (as far as I 
can apprehend) that can be required for the I1- 
lIoftration and Application of this 'Place, ro ren- 
der it a" manifelt and' irrefragable Proof, for 


8 Family-Worſtip. 


\5. That bis 'Hexſe by an uſual Meronimy, 
doth undoubrediy- Lignifie his Family, and is fo 
underſtood: by.al, without one Gain-ſayer, thar 
I know of, The Chaldee Paraphraſe is clear 
for it ; for rhere it is ren- © 

dred, I. and the man of my . F 
bouſe will ſerve before the my Dons as fr 
Lord: The Man {or Men} ' viemus ante Domi- -- 
of his Houſe were ſuch as zuy. 

dwelt with him : That be- 


| ing -a common 'Scri 


Phraſe, as Gen. XVII. 27.—-— Al the men 


| of bus bouſe, born in bis houſe, and bought _with 


money---— Gen. XXXIX. 11.--— There 
were mone of the men of the houſe there within. 


70 Of Family-Warſbip. 
| been impertinent, if there had been none of 
that temper, who. (as.the-Proverb is) will ſeek 
for a knor in a Bull-ruth. Tho' the Chaldee ſpeaks 
plain, 'yetthe Syriac Trans 


Feo quidem, & Do- 
meltici mei Dominun - 
Deun, coLemus. 


Exoverdy & familia 
mea colemus Febo» rhe very Terms, But I and 
Va. | | pu Family will worſhip Ft 
| heuah. Foſbua's Houlethen 
is his Houſhold or Family 3: nothing being more 
familiar in the Scripture; thatt ro call the Far 
mily by the-name of: the Houſe,” Ger. XII 17: 
And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and bis boyſe with 
great plagues. In the celebration of the Paſſo: 
ver, every Houſe, i. e. Every Houſhold or Fa- 
mily apatt, wasto take and:tata Lamb, Exod. 
Xl. 3,4. They ſhall takg:20 them, every 
man 4lamb, according to ths houſe of their fathers, 
a lamb for an henbr Arid if the: houſhold be tor 
little for the Lamb———. Nothing can be more 
plain, than that an Houſe and: an Houſhvldiare 
here rhe ſame thing. 


The reaſon why I int fo much upon this is, | 


becauſe when that place-of Fer. X..25; _ 
ledged in Proof of Family-Worſhip:, | Pour 

out thy wrath----- upon the families thar-cail net 
on. thy, name. Some think'/is\ ſufficient 10 lay\ 
that. {Families}. there, . are of: a large fgnifica- 
tion,: and as extenſive as Nations and Kingdoms! 
Bur that evaſion will nor ſerve,, when the Ex- 
ag of Foſbus is. made uſe. of ro. the ſame 


purpole ; 
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Worſhip: 


| God, he being the living and rrue God, 


Of -Family-Warſhip. . tz 
purpole-; for he ſpeaks of bis rhe or Fami- 
ly in the proper, ftrict, and appropriate 
Senſe road and by houſe would ſerve. the 
Lord.] Againit this, I know not that any Ex- 
ception ever-hath been made; and 1 preſume 
cannot : and therefore I ſhall rake it as a thing 
to be admired, and not conteſted. 

A; The Marter- of Foſbug's Proteſtarion, or 
what it was unto which he thus ſolemnly enga- 
ged himſelf, And thar was, That both he and his 
Houſe conjunctly would ſerve the Lord, Nei- 
ther will this meer with any- oppoſition, thar I 
can foreſee: Bux if any thing be ſtood. upon, 
it will be. (as1 ſuppole): i the' meaning of 

that Exprefiion of [Serving the Lord.] . 

Exception.. yomt may poſltbly think, that 
derein they may find dane 45 Cavillation, as 
bot firidt and'cloſe enough to:rye us to Family- 
For, they may ſay, that [zo ſerve the 
Lord} is a Phraſe of very large fighificarion, 
and conſequently ambiguous ; and. ſo will nor 
directly: conclude. for Family-Worſhip. The 


- meaning then of that Expreflion, that [He, aud 
bx houſe would ſerve the Lord] might be no more 


than thisz Thar: upon 'a Suppofition that the 
whole. body. of the I/rge/ites ſhould rurn Apo- 


| Bate, and forſaking' the true God, ſhould Wor- 


ſhip Idols or Falſe Gods : Yer he was fix'd in 
his Reſolution, Thar himſelf and' bis. Family 
would-perſevere in their Faith and Obedience, 
and Worlhip and cleave to-Jehova alone as their. 


Anſiver. 
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Anſwer. Let all this be-admirred, yer ir will | 
not in the leaſt invalidaze the Argumenr for F 
Family-Werſhip, as grounded on Foſbus's Ex- | 
ample, unleſs ir could be ſhewn, Thar Serving 
the Lord, doth either exclude, or 'is inconfift- 
en with Worſhipping of ' him. Whereas I 


think every unprejudiced Perſon, being-guided 


by Scriprure and Reaſon, would think ir were. | 


a fair and ftrong-way of Arguing, If we muſt 
Serve the Lord xhen doubtleſs we muſt Worſhip 
him, becauſe it is an unaccoumtable: thing : 


How is it poſſible thar they ſhould ſerve God, 


who do tor Worſhip him ? But ic would be a 
very wild kind of Reaſon, To Argue: from 
ſerving of God, for the Excluſion of his Wor- 
ſhip. He would be hiſs'd at, as a'very Iilogi- 
cal Diſpurant, who by admitring 'the Genus, 
ſhould Argue' for rhe excluding of the Species ; 
as becauſe a Man is a Living Creature, there- 
fore he is not a'Rartional. '- LEI 


Bar not to expoſe rhe weakneſs'of that Ex- . 
ception any farther, I ſhall endeavour ro ſhew | 
whar Advantage and Improvement is to: be | 
made 'of the comprehenſivenels of the Phraſe. 


here made uſe of, [ Of Serving-the Lord. ] - 


© 1. This rakes in all Family-Religion,” in rhe 


whole compals- of 'it, and the ſeveral Duties 


therein ro be arrended unto, as by Inftruction! 


of rhoſe, who are robe ſeaſoned with the 
Kno 


Holy Prayers and Praiſes, and fuch like. 


F 
; 2. To 


ge and Fear of God, the keeping all | 
rhe Members of ifunder a Holy Rule and Go-: 
vernment, the Worſhip of God roperher, in”: 


wks I” 
Eo BS 


— 
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: * 2. ToSrrverks Lord, IP ENRL. | 
F clude and>inrend the Worlbipping, of. (El 
Ex- | {1.) This Jics fo plain: and, yiftble, -char rhe 
ing | $7:ack and the larrer Latin Tranſlators rhopght 
fft- | themſelves warraned 20 - renger, the words , 
s 1 | Both 1-and:my Domeſticks, or , my Family, 
Jes | will —_—_ To Lond. (a; ) Thele Thenke 


vo fcing"was then one of the-moſt Coe 
or- | of Worſkip.. Somactimes theſe two are con- 
gi- | 900d as Exegetical one of the other, Macrh. 
us; | IV. 30.-- Thou ſhale: 1/orſpoip the Lord thy 
s: | God, and him cnly ſhalr- thou Serve. . , 
re- | are the places of Scripture, which ne of 
| ſerving orher Gods ; han of - Wort 
fo ro char th e. Thom: ſhalt nor Worſhip 

j cm). -vr |/erwe” chem, Deur. XI. 16, Take 
; berd to your ſelves, that your heart be not deceived, 
; gfe Cad. and wor- 
E that Lightenough 
ies | fines our ro {carer dar if which me mah _ @ 2 
| endeavour 0 raiſe by that Suggeſtion, thar _—_ | > 
| | fone henke of Serving thp Lond wich ki Mong, . 
; gomamnt bur wy ng-him. 
Wt 7 tary may inclade the hangs Serving the 
ad har in Conjunction with our Families, - 
op 6 {eve « SC who produce. 2 


7 of Faneidy- 
A in favour of Family-Worthip. 
gn Roncs if nren da or any. der Keke 


Anſwer. 1. "Lee thus much then be 
That after the Example of Feſbus, we are 
bound ro ſerve God rogether with our Families, 
And'then ir will be' rime enough to- enquire, 
"How, and in what ways, «nd whar Duries | 
muſt be arrended unto, and performed inthe | 
Exerciſe of Family-Worſhip.  ( 2. ) We ſhall 
- make very ill work of it, if we make 'void | 
'General-Precepts, wherein: the Subſtance of a 
Dury is commanded, becauſe all the Rules and 
Directions abour .it are nor - ſpecified rogether, 
The Wiſdom of God thooghr it beſt, ro give 
- forth the Indication of his Will in one place,and | 
then ro employ our- diligence in ſearching the | 
Scriprure, touching more particular Diſcoveries 
of ir, as he ſhall pleaſe-ro Ggmiie them to us, 
+ — © This being a, marrer of mighty Importance, 
- and yet not fufficiently attended unto by many, Þ. 
'I think ir will be a good piece of mn 
order ro the Subject we are-upon, to 
little ' farrher-upon ir, and take” into confidere- 
tion a Caſe which in many things is much like Þ 
to this of Family-Worſhip. and that is rhe Sar 
Qificarion of the Sabbath. The Fourth Cony 
-mandment lays the Foundation for Sabbath- 
Worſhip. This, T am confident, will __ 
-  denyed by any, whatever other Diſpures- have 
BD | "been agitared- ronching the Sabbath.* Ler wh 
.  rhen lock tv the Preceptive part of 'thar Cont: 
= mand, and ir ftands thus, Remember the Sabbath 
" S do, #0 © pra Holy.” Here 1 is no rad 


: mM F R oe _ 
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SET? 
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o Bump. © 07 
& ti PI any Holy-Daties or. Religious 
by F : WP, be. by them that nga 
*& bath, ſave only, that: they are _. 
ger yet eng from all Servile Wark) 
which 1 ſuppoſe is not accounted by any, 0 be 
all that is intended in _thar Injunction, for the 
| Sanctifying of. the Sabbath-day. _Bur if ;we 
quires, | conſulr che Scriptures, we ſhall End ſevera] In- 
Duties | ſtances of ſuch things.co be done, and Religious 
in"the | Exerciſes.perſormed, as are agreeable and-re- 
> ſhall | wei to be atrended unto, in order to the 
void | Sandtifying. a day fer apart for Holy Reft. Of 
- of « | which ſome were Ceremonial, and conſequently 
es and | but of. - Temporary; duration. Others were 
ether, Moral and. Perpetual. . Among 'the Ceremo- 
> give | vials, we find the doubling of = daily Burnt- 
ce,and | Offerings on it, . Numb. II. 9, 10. 4nd 
ng the | on the Sabbath day imo'Lambs of the firſt year, 
weries | without ſpot. -—— . Ths is the burnt-offering f 
> us, | everySabbathybefide the continual burnt-offering- 
rance, | From which we may piouſly infer, Thar Jadk 
many, | God is tro be. worſhipped every day, yet more 
ice, in {| abundantly on. the. Lord's-day, Bur withour 
wo farther Enquiry after Ceremonſals, it will con- 
cern us to. obſerye whar is recorded in Scripture 
touching the Moral Duties: and Exerciles of | 
Religion, . ae Fara xv iled, BALE ro the - 
fication of the Sabbath. e. gr. 'The Scrip- 
ickly read in their Alfemblies. 
Fo, Moſes hath, of old time in every 
preach him,  being.\read- in the 
| oy Sabbark-d Theye was Preach- 
the;:Expounding. and. applying - ome 
e..'A.large Account whereof 


me ue hve in La IV. ver. _ to ver. 28. . The 


7 of Rebar ki 


Nazareth, having read a Portion'or Text 'our * 
of the Prophecy of Jaiab, he explained-and | 
applyed it, 3. e. he Preachr tpon it. 


XU 14, 15, 18. When Paul and bis Company 
came to Antioch 3 Pifidia, they went mto the 


Synafogite on the Sabbarh-dlay, and fat doton. And 


. 1 tle reading of the Law and the Prophery, 


— rs of rhe Sr opue : fent write them, fay-. 
Ingy 


w 3p 3f te bane*any word 
People, Jay on. *And'then 


men and bre 
of Exbortation for the 


Paul Preach'd'his Sermon, 'the Healls whereof | 


are there rehearſed. ' There were alfo Soleirin 
Prayers offered tp ro God. '#Rs XVI, 13. Avd 
-0n the Sabbath we went out of rhe City by a Rover 
fide, where Prayer was wort ts be-made. Some 
' "tearned Men do "render thoſe 
-% Srouiſero Tr g0- words, where there was a Pro- 
O28  Piva Jeutha, or an Oratory (mach 
.  - of the fame uſe with a Syna- 
vogue ) where they afſtmbled for Prayer, 'and 
other Holy Daties, on the'Sabbarh-dzys. The 
High Praiſes alſo of God were alfo celebrated: 
This s evident from the XCH. F/alm, the Title 
- whereof'\is, 'A Pat or Song” for the Sabbath- 
day : And Then the P/abn begins, "Ir 5s" good 
thing to y3ve thanks unto the Lord, and-to firg 
"azo thy Naine, O moſt High. This may 


" Sgned,v { this Note ro 
be well "AUHILA ad ht ra by the Hamble, 
*Serions, aid Wile v'God may give forth 

His Command in general t6fths,+in- one place; 


.and leaves to fearch'fof Particwlarities in'other | 


_ _ I ION 0 thar- Inftance of 


Keep-- 


Sum of which'is, Tharour Lord Feſw TROL 


So 48s: | 


er forth what I 


mnt 


+: 3, 3 
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at {| Keeping Holy the Sabbark-day., Proceed then. 


T accordingly. in the caſe of Serying God with 
Þ our Familics, and ye may e, That what- 


' þ foever:Darties God doth preſcribe ro Families, 


they. are, vermally Moi Fai of under_ that 
general Expreflion., of Serving, God. in and 
with rhem. 

Theſe Exceptions being anſwered, I. cannot 
- | foreſee any arher;. and therefore until ſome ap- 

pear, I may; rake. is fos granted, Thar Family- 
Religian i is ſuficiearly cltabliſhed upon the Ex- 
ample of Foſbxa. And ſo I ſhall cloſe it with: 

ſame. plain: and practical Obſervations. As, 

1. Faſhus was. a > great and a good Man;. ' 
and. the. Examples of fuch have a mighty Ehi- 
Cacy;. 2Q. Engage, Excite, and. cncourage- us tO: 
imitate them. . 

. 2» Foſima. was Supream Govetnour in_the 
GConunen- wealth. of Eel, He had not the 

Name-of King, but he had. the, Regal Power. 
a ſaid of, Moſes, Deut. XXXIII. 5. 

He was. King 191 Fefurun, may be. applyed alſo: 
to Him, And from' thence I infer, That it 
ought to. be the: care of great Perſonages, as: 
well: as others, ro engage themſelves to the up= 
bolding of Family-Religion. . 

3. Foſpug.muſt. needs be ſu ppoſed to have 
been encompaſſed. with-a throng of Buſineſſes, 
the Management both, of Martial and Civil 
Afairs lying chiefly on. him. And from hence 
I colle&, That rhe Prerence. of mulcitude of: 
Bufneſs is nor ſufficient. ro diſcharge Family-- 
Daries., They who are nor. at /tiſure ro Wor-- 
ſhip. God. in their Families, muſt, when their- 
Day Comes, allow themſelves a time .to Dye 

E 3, Fax,” 
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For, when their breath poeth forth, they return 
' * "Fo their Earth; mm that wery day* 
Pfal. CXLVI. their thoughts periſh; And they” 
4- muſt appear before the Jadp-" 
| ment-ſear of Chrift, and receive- 
according ro whar they have done, whether it 
be good or bad. : v 
4. Foſhua makes this Suppoſition, Whar if 
the Body of the People ſhould rurn Renegado's? 
Even in ſuch a caſe, he Reſolves and Prortefts, 
Thar both he and his Houſe would ſerve the- 
+ Lord. Hence we may be allowed to pur the 
Queſtion, Whar if the Generaliry of thoſe a-. 
mong whom we live ſhould" neglect, deſpiſe, 
nay, and deride Family-Worſhip ? Every welt- 
pincipled, and well-eftabliſhed Chriftian muſt 
"reſolve (in the ſtrength of Chriſt) ro perfiſt 
and perſevere in. his Dary. He that intends ro 
| Travel Heaven-ward, muſt be content to hold” 
on bis Journey with a ſmall Company. Becauſe 
ftrait n the gate, and narrow # the way, which 
leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find 
a: -* | 
' 5. Joſhua undertakes for Himſelf, and 'kis' 
Family, rhat they . will ferve the Lord : Bur 
in this Order, that He will lead the way; [1 
and my Houſe. ] Family-Governours muft be 
the firlt in promoting Family-Worſhip. Ir is 
not enough for ahem to ſay to Children and 
Servants, See that ye ſerve the Lord: Bur they- 
mait ſay, as Xech. VIII. 21. Ler w go fpeediy, 
and pray before the Lord --=-. and I will go alſo. 
Too many there are, who walk in the tteps of 
thoſe Lawyers, againit whom our Saviour de- 
nounceth a dreadful Woe, Luke XI. 46. He 
- \ ung. 
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ag? and grievous to be born, and ye your" 
they” ſelves touch not the "burthens with one of your 


s. 


eIVE | for Himlelf ; That they ſhel ſerve the Lord. And 
- } in this he went no farther than he was Autho- 
© if | rized and Impowred by God to go: And hence 
o's> | we conclude, that. Religions Governours of 

| Families have Authority from God to command 
the | their Houfhold to ferve the Lord. This was 
before evidenced from the Precedents of Abra- 


= |] bamand*Facob. 
iſe . And'thus I leave the Example of Foſhua to 
elt- { be imitared by all thoſe, whoſe Hearts the Lord 


aft | fall incline ro undertake, and perſiſt in the ad- 
<6 | Yancement of Family-Religion. 

 Emight go on, and produce more Examples 
in this period of. rime; and alledge whar is 
uſb" laid of David, 2: San. VI. 20. Then David re- 
5, | turned to bleſs bs bouſhold ; and yery pertinent- 
4 | Y, bring in the whole CI Plalm, as a moſt ex- 
| cellent Plarform ; according ro which, a Reli- 
bis | | gious Family may be modelled. I might allo 
recommend to Holy Women the Noble Ex- 
(1 {| *=ple of Eſther, who undertook | ro keep a 
be | Religions Faſt with her Maidens, Eſther IV. 
16. - Bur I ſhall conclude as the Apotile doth 
ad | bis Recital of Examples, Heb. XI. 32. And 
ey-. what ſhall Tſay mire? For the time would fail 
| me to tell of rhe reſt of thoſe whoſe care for Fa- 
| mily-Religion is pointed at in ſeveral Paſſages. 
of Þ} of their Hiftory ; or, may be found among the 
e- | Ethortations or Directions they have given a-: 
bour ir. 2, 
E. 4 And: 


i | mnro you, ye Lawyers, for ye lade men'with beavy | 


6. Foſbua engageth for his Houſe as well as - | 


fo — Of Funder. 


And now: I am very feaſible, that a 
ney through:.che Old Feſtament, which. was: 
nndertaken, thar we might view ſome Exam- 
ples of thoſe who have been fignally Eminent 
for their Care and Zeal abour Family-Religion, 
hath been-much longer then I either Py 
or intended. If: ther any. Reader thait com-- 
plain of the length of the way, I ſhall-hope ir 
may be ſome refreſhment tro him, tv find that 
his Labour hath been aliogerher in vain: And 
13f he pleaſe ro hold on, I will, for his Encou- 
 ragememt affure him, that I will endeavour to 

make the remainiug part of this Diſcourſe much. 
ſkorrer 3- and: contract 'ir. as much as T may, 
 Withour prejudice to his Edificatien. 

And ſo imploring the Supplies of Chriſt, ler 
us proceed ro the'New Teſtament, and obſerve: 
whar Examples for Family-Religion are therein 
preſenred before us. 

"8. F ſhall begin with the Example of our 
Biefled: Lord and Saviour, Fefus Chriſt : Thar 
his Exemple is to be followed in all things imi- 
table by us, wilinot be queſtioned by any, who 
| think rhemſclves bound m duty to. obey his Pre- 
cepts, Which are many, and thoſe very Expreſs, 

1:Pee. IL. 21,--—- Chrit alſo faſfered for us; 
leaving um an example, that we m ight follow by 
fteps. 1 Joh. 1. 6.' He chat ſaith he abideth in 
him, ought himſelf alſo to walk, even as be walked. 
And as his Practice ought to be our Patrern, 
in other things, ſo ailo in his care of Family- 
Religion. 

Objeftio. Ik is likely — fome will fmile | 

ar my Adventure, that I ſhoald atrempr to bring 
Chritt's Example, for Improving and Eftabliſh- 


a ing 


our-. | ing of Family-Worſhip: Whereas, they ſup+ 
was" | po e that Chriſt xeither had nor could have any. 
am- amily ax all ; and think rhey have Chritt's own 
1Cnt word to confirm them in that Opinion; Marth. 
lon, 
ted 


" VIIL 26. The ſon of man hath not mbere- 
ted: | on 60 lay by head. Our Saviour then being.in 
om- no capacity to have any Family, he mult be- 
X it ſtow his Paios ro no purpoſe, who endegvours. 
thar' | © build -upon Chriſt's Example in this mat-- 
ad | ter, for which in reality there is no Founda- 
ous | tian. % 

r to Anſwer. 1 have the Charity to hope,. thar: 
uch they who triumph in this Objection, were only. 
z&y, | Deuayed into the Conceie through Precipitancys - 
and want of mature Conſideration ; and rhen 


ler | all ſuch as ſtndy Trurh will retinquaith cheir Er-- 
IVe ror, when diſcovered to them. Ler us bur di-- 
rein | ligently and impartially weigh whar is record-- 
ed in the Evangelical Hiftory ;. and then I 
our doubt nor 'bur ir will evidently. appear, borh- 
har | that Chriſt had a Family, and thar he upheld. 
mi-' 4 the Worſhip of .God in ir. That I may there-- 
vho j fore lay. open whar I have to offer with the- 
Pre» 
els, 
us 3 
bu 
2 20 
bed. 
ern 


| Crnager; Per{pecuiry, I ſhall' anſwer more di-- 
' ftincly. | | 

1. Thar Chrift's words;. The /on of man hath 

not whereon to lay bs head, were ſpoken upen a: 

ſpecial Occafion, and are to be underſtood as. 

accommodated thereto : This may. be Collect- 
ern, | ed from the 19:4 Verſe, And 4 certain ſcribe- 

uly-' 3 ſaid unto him, Maſter, T will follow thee, _whi- 
ther foever thou goeft*:-1. e. He pretended ro be - 

nile 3 readyto Enrol hinſfetf in the Namber of Chriſt's-: 
Diſciples,, who did conſtantly atrend upon him, 

and go-up and down with him, and-his Preach- 
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ing the Gofpel. By Chriſt's Anſwer we may 
well conjecture upon what Morive he was in- 
duced'to be fo forward, to dee ro be admir- 
red imo his Service, »:7. An expectation of 
reaping ſome conſiderable Advancement of his 
Worldly Intereft. We may fairly preſume 
thar he came ro Chrift, as accounting him to 
have been the Promiſed Meſſias, whom the Fews 
did generally fancy would be a Magnificent 
and Vidtorious Prince ; and by entring himſelf 
into his Service, he promiſed himſelf ſome 
good Preferment : This I conceive to be rhe 
rrue Stare bf bis Caſe. And the Anſwer given 
him by our Saviour, doth greatly ftrengrhen 
this Hypotheſis ; for he plainly notifies to him, 
thar his Defign would be fruſtrated. and his 
Expectations diſappointed 3. by letring him 
know, That he was ar preſent in his State of 
Humiliation ; very ill provided to gratifie bis 
followers with worldly Emoluments. They 
faw that he had no Royal Palace to entertain 
them in, no Lands or Revenues ro deftribure 
among them, nor ſo much as a Houſe of his 
own, for his Repoſe and Reſidence : In vain 
therefore did he ſeek to advance or enrich him- 
. Telf, Many others there were, who repaired 
to him upon Carnal Inducements ; as he told 
thoſe who ſollicitouſly ſought him, and ran 
afrer him, Fob VI. 27. Veril,. verily, I ſay un- 
20 you, ye feek me not, becauſe ye ſaw the Mira- 
cles, (for rhe exciting or ſtrengthening of your - 
Faith) but. becauſs 5e did ear of the loaves, and 
were filled, Ta prevent therefore all ſuch vain 
and worldly Hopes, he did frequently incul- _ 
cate; thar' fach as con!d be content to be his  } 
| Diſciples, 


' Diſciples, muſt learn to deny themſelves, wo : 
; take vp his Croſs, and follow him. Whenthoſe 


things are maturely weighed, I am confident: 
thar they , who from Chriit's Anſwer ro the 


| &ribe, were forward to conclude that our Sa- 


viour. neither bad, nor could have any Hon- 
ſhold or Family, will perceive their Argumeur. 
to fail rhem. 

3.' Ir is not neceſſary to the conſtituting of a: 
Family, as an Efential requiſite, that there mutt 


be always a ſerled: place of Reſidence, or be 


fixed ro one Houſe, wirhour moving-or ſtirring 
from ir : For then they who have many Sears 
or Houſes, and Refide ſometimes in one, ſome- 
times-iri another, ſhould” be as. much incapact- 


. tated-for having a Family as they who have 


none. Bur that which is Effenrial ro the Being 
of a Family, is the Mutual Relation that is be- 
tween the Head and Members of a Family, 
and of rhe Members toward one another. Fhis- 
hath been ſufficiently cleared already in the 
foregoing parr of this Diſcourſe, in ſpeaking r0- 
the Caſe of Fob's Sons, whom ſome deny to- 
have been Members of bis Family, becauſe 
they had Houſes of their own, and dwelt in: 
ſeveral Houſes. 

Exception. Admit: that ir be not conſtant: 


 Refidence in one Houſe, bur Mutnal Relation, 


that conftitures and denominartes a Family : Yet 
i doth not appear, that rhey who are ſuppoſed 


4 70 have been Members of Chriſt's Family did: 


itand in any Fami;y-Relztion roward him, bur 
only in the Refation of Diſcip'es or S:holars ros- 
ward Chriſt, as their Mafter or Teacher... 


| Aſter. | 


wer. 1. Many things mightbepr 
to ſhew a arward jg Feet lence 
berween a School and a Family : The Scholars 
are in Scripture Kiled rhe Sons of the Prophets, 
and the Teacher their Father; Terms by which 
Family-Relationisexpreſsd. T hus did Eliſhab | } _ 
call Elijah his Father, 2 Kings I. 12. And | 
with the ſame Compellation did Naaman's Ser- 
vants addreſs themſelves ro him, 2 X5ngsIV. 1g. 
OR 0A tr i 
bet :d thee do Jome 
1 Sem. XIX. 2s, £4 Tg 
2 Kings IV. 28, & 8” eat rhing-——= Let a 
Vi.s. | ny cone. obſerve what is 
ſpoken of the Schools of 
| the Prophets-, . and he 
will perceive that they differed little or nothing 
from their Families. | 
2. Alldo gram, thatthoſe whom we account 
to have been Members of Chriſt's Family, 
were his Diſciples, : Ler us then attend ro that 
' diſtinction which the Goſpel purs. berween 
Chrift's Diſciples, of which there were two 
Ranks, or Kinds: Some were Diſciplesar large 
only ;. others were ſo in a more ftrict or appro») 
priate manner. And this diftinCtion was made 
by our Lord himſelf, Lake VL 12- And be 
called by diſciples unto him, out of which be ohoſe * 
ewelve, whom be named Apoſtles. And it is ad- 
ded in Mark IL. 14. That Chriſt ordained 
that rheſe Twelve ſhould be wich him; and did -- 
always atrend him whitherſoeyer he went, as 
' his proper Domeſticks, | 7] 
_ 3. Berween Chrift and theſe Twelve, there 
was not_ only the Relation of Teacher and |}. 
Scholars, bur alſo the Family-Relation of _ | 
| ſer 
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{ter and Servants. This is confirmed by Proofs | 
of all- kinds. (1.) Chrift ſuppoſeth ir in his 
Diſcourſe with them, Mazth. X. 25. If they. 
have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, 
bow much more ſhall they call them of bu how- 


' ſoold? (2.) The Relation berween Chrift and 
his Apoſtles was known and taken Notice of 


by others , Matth. XVII. 24.-—- Doth your 
mater pay tribute? (3.) This -was the Tile 


| which they ordinarily gave him when they 


ſpake ro him, Fob. IV. 31. Maſter, ear. Mark 
IX. 5- Maſter, it # good for us to be here. 


(4.) And the ſame ftile did they uſe when they 


- ſpake of him, Mark XIV. 14. The maſter ſaith, 


where u the gueft-chamber, where I ſhall eat the 
Paſſover with my Diſciples. (5.) Our Lord 
himſelf doth atteſt and confirm this Relation, 
Job. XIII. 13. Te call me Maſter, and Lord, and 
ye ſay well, for ſo T am.. It would be very ſtrange, 
if after all theſe Teſtimonies any one ſhould 
doubr, Whether our Lord Jeſas Chrift had an 


' Houfſhold or Family, or no ? 


4. They proceed upon a falſe Suppokition, 
who conclude that our Lord neither - had nor 
could have an Houſhold, becauſe he had nor 


an Houſe; for the contrary map be clearly prov- 
Y ed from Scripture, If the Queſtion ny a 
| wer 


Whether had Chriſt any Houſe ? The 
muſt be, We cannor Emmy derermine whe- 
ther (according to our Law-Terms) he had an 


Houfe m Fee-fimple, or were inthe ftrict ſenſe, 
the legal Proprietor of one: Or, Whether he 
bad a rented or bired an Houſe,fuch as Pau! had 

. at Rome, -Afts XXVIII. 30. Or, whether: he 
was accommodated' with one by ſome of bis 


Friends 
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Friends or Followers ; for it is certain that! 


--— 4nd many others: which miniſtred unto' bim 
of their ſubſtance. From whence we may in 
all probability conclude, Thar they who furnith- 
e& him with other Neceffaries, did alſo rake 


rot be reo ſcrupulous in this Enquiry F it is fuf- 
. ficient rhar the Scripture affures us, thar our Sa- 


Maſter, where dwelleft thou ? Heſaith unto them, 
Come and ſee. Andyer more dittintly, Marth. 
IV. 13. And liaving Nazareth, be came and: 
dwelt in Capernaum, which is therefore called 
Hi own City, Matth. IX. 1. His own City it 


For on thar Account Bethlebem was his own- 
Ciry, Match. II. 1. Nor becauſe he had there 


IL 51. and Chap; IV. 16. And when hecame 
ro Nazareth where he had been brought up, 


in Capernaum, do alſo here in thy Country. Bur. 
afrer rhar Chriſt had entred upon 


ted his Diſciples, He, with thoſe Twelve whom, 
he had Selected to be his conſtant Attendants. 
or Servants; He, with them, ordinarily dwelt 
in Capernaum. and there as a Citizen or Inha-. 
_ he paid the Tribure-Money, Mareh.XVIL 
24. &c. 


provided Maintenance for him, Luke VI08. _. 


= 1-5-5 


care for an Hab:tation for him. - Bart we need. 


viour had a Refdence, Fobn I-38, 39.—- 


could nor be, becauſe of his being Born there;. 


his Education, for that was at Nazareth, Luke- 


Fe O  RREaES A ACC BPM Mag yw © 


which was thereupon reputed his own Coun- 
try, Verſe 23. Whatfcever we have heard done 


the Solemn- 
and Publick Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, and,cal>- 


By what hath been: afledged, I'rhink- ir is | 
proved fufficiently, that our Lord+ Chrift had Y 
his Houſkold or Family. We ſhall” now- we. | 


þ "OT 


| of | Family-Warſhip. Us . 
eced ro Enquire, What may be produced for 
the Eltabliſhmenc of Family-Worſhip, from 


bey 

3. 
im || our Saviour's Example ? And ſeveral manifeſt 
'in | Footſteps thereof are Recorded for our Imita- 
ith- } tion ; as 2h ET | 
ke 7. Befides his Publick Preaching to his Audi- 
xd. {| tory at Large, he privately raughr and inftruct- 
uf Fed his own Domeſticks: Thus he ſpent a great 
SR | part of the Night thar preceded his. Patfion 
--- | with them, the Breviat of which Heavenly 
m, {| Diſcourſe is Regiſtred in rhe XIII, XIV, XV, 
teh. | XVI. Chapters of the Goſpel according to 
»d | Sr. Fobn. Neither was this the only time thar 
ed | he ſpent in their Inſtruction, bur ir was ordina- 
it f ry andcuftomary for him to do ſo: Here irmay 
ez. be of fingulrr advantage to obſerve, Whar 
'vn- |} Courſe he rook to carry on their Improve- 
re | ment. (1.) He queſtioned them abour. thoſe. 
ke- | things which they had heard from him in his. 
ne J Publick Preaching, and thereby he rook an Ac- 
P,. | count of them, both of their Attention and. 
n- | Proficiency, Marth. XIII 51. Feſus ſaith unto 
ue | them, Have ye underſtood all theſe things ? They 
nt | ſay \unto. bim, yea Lord. Hear is a leading Pre- 
n' F cedent for Heads of Families tro rake an Ac- 
Þ ÞF count of their Children and Servants, after 
mn. F their attendance upon the Preaching of. rhe 
ts |} Word. This would excice them. to give the 
it} more diligent heed unto. the things that are 
= | ſpoken, when they know, that they ſhall be 
L | axked touching the things which they have heard. 
{ {2.) Our Saviour Repeated, Explained, and __ 
J Inculcated upon them in private, what he had ' 

' taughr them in Pablick,, and anſwered” ſuch 
Queſtions or Doubrs a they a 


3 
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cation of themſelves ro him, for farther clear- 
ing up to them, fuch things as were not well 
' underſtood by them ; as Match. XV. 15.-— 


Declare unto {oy Parable. Mark XI. 3. Pe-- 


Feud and James, and John, and Andrew, acked 


ravately, When ſhall theſe things be?” And || 


e we find in many other Places. Ler 
this excite ahndencourage Children and Servants 
when Sermons are repeared , modeſtly and 


humbly ro mentjon ſuch rhings as ſeem obſcure - 


or uncertain tothem, and to defire to haverhem 
more clearly e xplained, or more fully proved ; 
and.let Heads of Families be exhorred to me- 
ditate much oticherhings which they have beard, 


that rhey may the berter underſtand chemſetves, | 
and fo be enabled to reach others; and that + 


they readily and cheerfully allow ſuch as are 
teachable ro ask rhem pertinent and profitable 


Queſtions. Thus did onr Locd inſtruct his Fa-- 


muly. 


. 2. Oar Saviour prayed with his Domefſticks.. 


Which © is another Inftance of Family-Worſhip, 

Lake IX. 18. And" he 
—— w am aw mas alone praying, his diſct- 
opatunducyo egos #Y- ples were with bim. Tho! 


LIE wſurpat, ut Fo be faid Thar Chriſt was. 


curb, non ut diſci-" P7 <a, yer doth nor thes de- 


5, excludat. Gre. 
eg omar Witary or ſecret P. ray” 
Pegs > ut private or Fami 


Poover For it is faid, rhar; || 
his Diſciples were ar Prayer with him. So that 


the potirg of this Circutaſtance was to let us 


" "7 


bim, Mark IV- 34- And when. be Es be. þ | 
expounded all things to kn diſciples. We find 
frequenn mention Dk of his Diſciples Appli- } 


6 Þ now; hoCieg ates thas i.the Mal-. 
tide f which on He mon..) 


= | being preſent, but, his Domeſticks only ; as may. 


more fully appear, Mark IV.. to. And when he. © 


i ww alone, they that: vere abeut him --- asked him. 


The Evangelifh, ſpeaks of Chrift's: Praying a- 
lone with his Diſciples, as of a thing rhar was 
Cuſtomary with. him ; and ſo he mentions i 
_ again, Luke XL. 1. And—= 4. be was prays 
4.certaim\place, when be ceaſed, one of by Di T4 
| ples ſaid: unto him=—-- viz. one of them who 
- bad joyned with; bim in Prayer. Thus we have 
alſo Chriſt's. Example for Family-Prayer. 

3. Chriſt and. his Twelve Diſciples, that is. 
XXVE 30. 4d when they had ſung av: Hymn: 
LOO inthe Margent) ahgy went out: -——= 

rnans > are wy ence of the Reader ,. 

to: accompany me , while I 

wat CER ra -enquire,. Whas kind of 

Hymn: it was, that our Savionr laog with his 
Diſciples? Whether it: were ane compoled and 

 accommodared ro the Paſchal Solemnity, or 

whether they ſang ane or more of che Palms 


T> of Dcd > Learned cn think the lance rabe 


- the moſt probable. And ſuck as arc beſt ex- 
exciſed in the Jewiſh Learning, do from their 
Authors tell us, Thar it was their Cuftom in 


their Paſchal Feaſt ro fing ſeveral Plalms, be- 


ginning at Palm the CXII. and to end with. 
Plum che CXVILL which the RabbinscaHl. The 
Hele!, or rhe Praiſing Song. Neither need. we. 
+ be fo curious;as ro Enquire into their Madula-. 
tion, or in what manner they lang ? Whether 


ia Tien fer Anullcialty, or only in FI 
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or more diſtin& way of ſpeaking, wich ſome". 
—_ or inflexion _—_— the vouey:- WING] 
, was the more Ancient way of ſaying- 
or finging Pſalms.” The word uſed by the E-:: 
vangeliſts will nor. ancline- © 2 
= my et us t0 kan rrp oa one. | 
£8. Syr. Camque wa or other ; : 
cn Ay"; h _; v AVRonsr THC, TT oY 
Carmeng;C riſto quaſi po x: = rnd ry 2 
Deo, dicere ſecum in- _ they | 
vices, Plio, Epiſt. the Hymn. Some render” 
I. xo. 'Ep. » 97. It; And when they had ar- : 
; rered Praiſes. Neither need | 
we to Criticize upon the- word [an Hymn] 
how / it may be diſtinguiſh'd feom a Plalm, or | 
Spirittal Song : For the Apofile uſerh-rhem as. } 
equipollent, in _— ſ. V.-15. and Col. IL 16. 
Speaking to your ſelves 11 Pſalms, and Hymns, 
| - and Spiritual nd vp ther wharſoc- 
yer may be thought Dark, or Doubtful, thus 
- much'is clear and certain, That onr Saviour 
om God with his Diſciples: And ſo, from 
Example, another Excellent part of Family-- 
Worſhip is recommended to us. | And thus we 
have found three Inſtances of Family-Worſhip 
in Chriſt's Example : The Teaching of his 
Family, His Praying, and Praifing God, with 
his Houſhold:. There can be no colour for 
doubting, whether Chriſt did theſe things, wirh - 
his Diſciples.” And yer if any hefirare, whoongrk 
a Queſtion, whether rheſe were his Family, I. 
; halt add'one Proof more; and if thar will-not | 
farisfie, I muſt confeſs, ' that-I underſtand -not 
how a Conclufion- can be inferr'd. from any 
- Premiſes whatſoever. And then. we mult fer- 
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"Jatt Reaſonipg afide; and Tefuſc all manner of-- 
. | Proofs, and go no- farther than' expreſs words © 
© | and Syllables ; whiclr ſome la earneftly call for, © 


not only in this caſe, bur in ſeveral other mo- 


© F mentanous Doctrines, and Chriſtian Practices 5. 
{ who yer, I believe, do nor diſcern whar 'perni- 


cious and miſchieyous Conſequences will eyi= 
dently, and neceffarily follow upon their Hy- 


{ porheſis, Thar we receive nothing as a Scrip- 


ture-Proof, byt- whar is fer down there in fo: 
many expreſs words. This is a Point we may 
have occafion ro infift upon anon, bur I mention 
it here, that I may give Men the greater odca- 
fion, - and the more time to think ſeriouſly upon 
it. | And now, as to the Argument which I in- 


tend re urge to prove, That thoſe Diſciples 


whom he did. privately Inftrut, and with 
whom _—”_ and praiſed God- (in the In- 

alledeat)” were his Family, may ' 
. They who did eat the Pa\- 
fover rogether (according to the Inſtitution and 


' Ordinances thereof) were bur One Family, or- 


Hoaſhold. Bur Chriſt, 'and theſe Diſciples did 


| (according to God's Inſtirution) ear the Pa 


ſoyer together. - Both theſe Propoſitions are ex- 
plicitly ſer down in the Scriprure. Fhar the 


J- Paſſover was to be eaten by every Family a- 


part, Exod. XII. 3, 4. — They ſhall take unto 


i them every man a Lamb, according to the houſe 


of their Fathers. And if the Houſhold be too 


| little for the Lamb, let him and bu Neighbour 
| next to ba bouſe, take it -—+-= Thar Chriſt did- 


eat the Paſſoever wirh his ſelect Diſciples, Luke. 
XXIL. 11. ---The Maſter ſaith unto thee, Where 
s the Gueſt-Chamber, where I. ſhall eat the Paſ- 
| lover,” 


_ 
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fover with my. Diſciples? Ver. 14- Aud. when | 
the. bour tas. come, he: ſat down, avd. the: twelne* 
Apoſtles with-bizs, If this be; not a Prodk,; I. | 


deipair. of ever being. able re prove any thing. 


New - - Teſtament Example of Famify-Wor: 


ment, ſhall be. the: Praftice-of: Cornelius, which 
1s. recorded. As X. 1, 2. There. was, 4:certain- 
max of Celarea, caled Cornelius—--- a devont 
man, and one that foured God, with all by Hauſe. 
This is. io plain and; pregnanc a Proof, thas Cor- 
nelius did maintain- Family: Warſhip, thax Ican- 
pot conceive. whar-Paraphraſe can be.made nie. 
oo rants bur th maliphying of word 
20 Ex] j prunes. | 
the Experimer, bimnole wards mentioned are; 
ta be uaderftood, if Family-Worſhip- be, FO: 
cluded. For, ( 1.) Here is ſor 
rioned rouching | Cornelius beſides his Perfonal 


Devotion : Far; it. is id, That he feared God, 


with all bs Houſe, Which Clanſe muſt Lgnifie 
ſamerhing, or elle. ir is ſuperfluous and inaper- 
. Linent, which none, I hope, will charge. the 
Holy Ghoſt wirthal. ( 2.) Thar all - his Howſe 
doth fignifie- all his- Houſhoold,” will, I preſume, 
be granted, unleſs thoſe who think orherwile , 
can.praduce a Patent, which confers upon them. 
both Skill and Authority to make ns. new. 
Language: ( 3.) That to fear God mith all bu 
Houſe, doth ar leaſt neceſſarily include, His 
wnIong af. God, in; ED 
uſe 


This is what I bad to offer rouching ihe: HY 0 i 


ſhip. f 
' . 2. The. Second Example of Family-War-; 
ſhip which I produce aur of the New-Teftar. | 
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«| Beraſe/the' Scripture doth to often uſe the 
: | Phraſe of. Fearing God, and Worthipping 6f 
| God ouſly 5 asÞfa/. LXVL a. All the 
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| - Shame. ' And hence we may learn, Thar ir is 
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ſhall ' worſhip 'vhee. "Compared with 


ot PL LXVH, 79. -— All rheiends of the Earth 


ſoull-Fear him. Here every Man may ſee, 


Thar 0 'HPorſhip God, and To Fear him, are 


equipollent- rerws. 'And fo in ſeveral other 
places';'-as; 2 Kings XVII 37. 7 ſhall noe fear 
wher Gods; "Compared with Exod. XXXIV, r4. 
Thon fhale worſhip novother God.” In that place, 
which we \ have now under Conſideration, 
As X.2. Cornelius is thas de- | 
{cribed, He was one \that feared gopc nt. ty 
God with wil bu 'Houſe:' And:ano- Hor. 

ther Perſon of rhe like Character, 

5 termed One chat worſhipped Ged. 1485 XVITL 
7- And be (Paul) In and entred 


| ants 4 certain-nen's Houſe, named 


Juſtus, One 'thar worſhipped God. ovbeuirs we 
{ know nor whac:more necdeth oo 
to be 1aid,” or-canbeiadded, ro 


prove, \ Thar: Cortelous worſhipped God with 
his\Family. - - 


Inſtead ndefing of waſting woeds to :NO 


| putpoſe, 4Iſtral: ſubjoyn fome profierble"Ob- 


1 ſervations. As, 


1. As ro the Extraftion of abs Cornelis. 


| He was not e'Few' by Narure, -bur a Sinner of 
the Genri/es, "a5 rhe Apoſtle makesthe diſtinti- 
_v,.Gak H::r5. Yerirplainly a 
-ourftripttaany Jews-in'bis\Conſci 


s that he 


per- 
fofianceof Religious Duties ; "which "was tb 
this Commendazion; bur t0 their Conve&:on and 


the 
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the fin-and ſhome of many, who enjoy greater | 
-Priviledges and Advantages than others, who 
( on that Account ) are far -inferiour: ro-them, 
do yer go before them in Practical Godlinek. 

who now magnifie themſelves, and de- 

ſpiſe others, will be cur to the heart, on of } 
_ Envy and Indignation, when they ſhall fee ſach | 
admirred into Heaven, and themſelves exclu- Þ | 

ded. - This our Bleſſed Saviour repreſented un- | 
to us, upon an Inftance very like thisof Corne- | © 
tixs, who was a Gentile, as was that other Cen- || 
' Turion, of whom he -reſiified, Thar he had | 

' not found ſo grear Faith, no,nor it 1/rae/;- and || 
thereupon concludes, Matth. VII 14, 12. And || 
= unto you, that _—— come from the 


a YE Io * = 4 mn 


| Analogous | 

found among. us; Thar God: is -{erivuſly and 
conſtantly worſhipped in the Families of in- || 
 feriour Perſons, and is not fo in the-Hauſes of 
ſome that are in for their 'grear 
Learning, or Eſtates, and, ic may be, for their 
Profeſſion of Religion. | 


2. As to \ his Revigion He was a Proſehte, 
who had come over to the Jews Religion. Theſe Þ 
Proſelytes are in the New-Teſtamenit decyphe-- | 
red by two Appellatiens. - ( 1.) They are-ſfti- | 
ted, « avi of God. Such an- one was | 
Lydia, Acts YL I 4. all certain n Fanny we” : 
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God, heard ws. To diſcover their os = 
ExrraQtion, they are called Wor- *** 


bipping Greeks. A&s- XVIL 4. Hier 


"EAAnwr. 


-—-- And of devont Greeks, a great 


Pnabings | Mott -accife. they ce, 
I Religion,  rhey are called Worſhip- , /TWy. 
_ ping- Profelyres. A8; XII: 43. le eckey 


--- Many of - the Fews, and Religious Profehyes. 
The Jews ranked the Proſclyres in rwo Orde: 
(1.) There were thoſe, whom they ter 

Profelytes of the Covenant, or of Righteouſneſs. ' 
[Theſe were circumciſed, and obſerved all the 
Rires of - rhe Moſaica! Law; as rhe Apoſtle 1n- 
timares, Gal. V. 3, I teftific agarn to every man 
that u cireumciſed, that he # a debtor to do the 
hole Law. Theſe were incorporated into the 


.Jewiſh\Charch, and differed nothing in Religt- | 


on from the Natural Jews. (2. ) There were 


'thoſe, whom they named Proſelytes of the Gare, 
I 


rs.” "Theſe | turned from Idols ro 
ſerve the living and true God : But they were 


.- not circumciſed, neither did they obſerve the 


Myſaical Rites. They were nor. only diftin- 
guiſhed from Jews, as As XVI. | _ 
17. Therefore he difputed im the Sy- ee ag | 
nagogue mith the Fews, and with the Dp 
devout Perſons. Bur the Jews kept *X 
them ar a diſtance from having ſo much as fi 


and familiar Converſation with rhemi, as Pertr 


tells this Cornelius, Acts X. 28. 1e hnow that it 


"8 an unlawful thing for a man that # 4 Fetw, to 


_ferved the true God, only yet becauſe he was 


keep company, or come in to one of . another Na- 
tion'; Though be'had rurned from Idols, and 


nor 


*< ma.” 


who was to be avoided ; ſuch a worhipper of 


God 'was Cornelizs,” andmany. ohers, -: Here ; 
note, a Man:may. be an-Holy Worſhipper of 
God, thongh he come not; up. ro the. pitch of 


{ome_ others in Ceremonials, or Matters of free 


Ronen (2.) Theſe Proſelyres were ſtiled, 


fuck as feared God. A&s XIIL 16. 
3 gofipr Men of Iftael, \end. ye | that fear 
hl por : God, | ive audience. . And again, 


_Mbiahim, and whoſoever \among. you', feareth 
"God. Here fuch as feared (50d, {are manifeſtly 
«diſtinguiſhed from the:Men-of /Ifreel, or Chit 
- *dren-of the ſtock of -4brubam, Anil both thee 


"Characters of a Proſchyte are given: to. Corme- 


woabic. an Holy Worlhipper, and onc'thac 
mfcr®- feated God. - Lhave faid: fo much 

-of the 'Charafer of Cornelows, as 
£0 his'Religion, becauſe I hoped it might help 
torne ro underſtand: thoſe Paſlages thar. have 
-been mentioned rouching them that worſhipped 
God, and thar feared-frods-and -cherefore1 
That add only this brief Noce, Thar-che. Fear 


of God js the Principle andSpring of oF. 


Worſhip. | 

13.5 As bis Employment. Cornelius was a 
\Centurion= Thar ins, che 'was'a | Caprain, and 
\had Sokdiers-urder him, and-yer be feared God 
*witlr all-his Houſe. Hence we may 4earn, That 
-a/Milirary Profefſion, and Sinceniry in Religion, 
ive nor- incompatible. "The beavingiof Arms 
"nh or diſcharge diem CI Cas 


| not circumciſed, ner bound. ena? 
aical Obſervances, he was thought to be: one-. 


God, 
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manders, ach ifrer the Copy of this Deyour 


3 Ca Who, gave much Alms to the People , 

; mp to God alway, and feared God with 
-« bs Hauſe. This is the CharaQter which is 
[given of him, and arceſted by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And fer Private Soldiers take notice, that Se- 
rious Godlineſs is nor to to be exterminared our 
of thoſe who are of their Rank and Order. 
For ſome ſuch had Cornelius in his Company, for 
it is regiſtred here in ver. 7. Thet Cornelius cal- 
led two of bis Houſhold Servants, and a devout © 
Soldier, of them that waited on bim coritinually. 
Whar an Excellent Captain was here, who. 
 fealoned this Servants, or Domeſticks, and alſo 
his Soldiers wich the Knowled ge and Fear. of 
God ?. And Happy are thoſe Servants, who 
| have ſuch Maſters: And thoſe NR, why 
| have ach Commanders. 


"BP Look upon Cornelius, as to his Domeftick 
Relation, ſo he was a Godly Maker of a Fx- 
mily. He was in his Perſonal Capacity, a De- 
yout Man. ., As to his Relative Capacity, be 
was one that feared God, with all his Houſe. 
Theſe rwo ftand together in yery cloſe and. in- 
ſeparable conjundtion. As.it cannot ratiqnally 
be AHI: ph he ſhould make Conſcience 
ion in the Power and Pra-. 
f Badan it- io his =57. al who is himfetf diſti- 
ute of the Principle thereof. So, it cannor be 
well ſuppoſed, thar a Perſon truly Godly ſhould 
take no care-to. promote the Vordip of God 
l F in 
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98 Of FamilyWoſup: 


Calvitt-/ . good Incerpreres leaves this Re- 
in{.  - mark: Ir is nor lightly to be paſſed 


. ovet, thar the Holy Ghoſt beſtows- | 
this Bly pen Cornelins, thar he had; as'it 
were, a Domeſtick Church: ' For a true Wor- 
ſhipper of God will cor endure (as' far as he 
can belp it) that Religion ſiontd "be baniſted 
- out of - his Houſe. How can that Maſter of a 
Family expect to be ſerved and obeyed by thoſe 
who are under his Care and” Government, if 
he-permir them to deſpiſe, affronr, and provoke 
the grear and bleſſed God ? 
5. There is allo ore thing more, which de- 
ſerves our ſingular Remark, rouching this Cor 
neftus, that this Grace was vouchſafed ro him 
by God, that he was the firſt ataohg the'Gen- 
tiles ro whom the Goſpel was preached'by God's 
ſpecial Appointment. The Holy Choſt beftows 
the whole Tenth Chapter of the As in record= 
Ing many ſtrange and ſurprizing Circumſtan- 
ces, thar led the way unto, and were all along 
conſpicuous in this blefſed Enterprize,. the pe- 
Tuſal whereof T recommend' to the Serious and 
Judicious Reader. - The: Apoſtle Perer, who 
was employed therein, gives a. large and dr 
ſtint Narrative of the whole Tranſlarion irt 
As XI. 4. Peter rebearſed the matter from the 
. beginning, and expounded it by order unto them. 
And he roucherth upon it again ini the firft Coun- 


<il- that was held ar Feruſa/em. Ads XV. 7. 
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-——= 74 know, how that a good while ago, God 

anade choice. among us, that the Gentiles, by my 

wwurb, ſhould hear the Word of the Goſpel, and 

belzeve, Whoever ſhall ponder theſe _ 
: HM wi 


| becauſe. ſo many 


them; who ſhould aficrwards believe; 'co- rake 
care of - Family-Religion. As under rhe Old 


| Teftamen, Abrabam, who was with: his: Seed 


taken into a- Covenant of Pecaliarey, was alio 
fignalized for his Care abour Family-Worthip 3 - | 


as hath'been ar large declared in the former 
part of | this Diſcourſe. So alſo in the New 
Teſtament, Corneloxs, in whom. was lay'd: the 
Foundation of rhe Goſpel-Churek of he Gen- 
tile-Converts, is alſo commended: for the ſame 
Reaſon, and on the like Account, - - 

The Third and laft Example. which I pro» 
duce for Family-Worſhip, our of the New Te- 


ſtament, 1s thar of Family-Churches, which 


was hinred at. roward the: beginning of this 
Diſcourſe. If the Argument for Family-Wor- 
jr. deduced from them, do nor-appear fo clear 

cogent in the Eyes of ſome, as to force 


| hs way into the. minds of ſachias refolve nor 19 


yield r0' any, ſave irrefiftible | Evidence; Yet 
it is not to be deſpiſed, .or caſt aſide as uſeleſs; 
earned and Godly Perſons 
have-with | great Confidence and Zeal perſwa- 
ded and encouraged thoſe that ſeriouſly mind 
Religion, -ro- maintain, cheriſh, and exerciſe ir. 
in-their Families, 'rhat their Houſes may be 
modelled and conformed to-the Panern of thoſe 
Domeſtick Churches '(as 


Calvin calls: them-)"\which: i= up-inghe Vol 


Nate, ay 1gr” Ceo auner CnxAnmey. Ectleſiam Domeſti- 
(C878. 


F2 are 


ls 27 


| are mejor inSe A, What 
be 'concladed and: determined cot : 


ever may 
cerning theſe Houſe Churches, - yet thus much 
wilt idad firarogalafiall Afailants, Thax God. z 


juncHy make: their >= ure to God, / ard 
yer no Religious Worſtup to / be. performed, is 
to fancy a Sun withour:Light. I am very de- 
Grous ro contradt this Argument, and therefore 
I ſhall attempr rwo things only. - 

- (#.). To lay the Places, wherein; theſe Houſe- 
Churches are. mentioned, before the Reader, 
and ſubjoyn the Judgment of ſome Interpreters 
rouching them. ( 2.) 1 ſhall make a few brief 
Obſervations, which may reſpect the Subject 
of rhis Diſcourſe. 

[The Places that ſpeak of theſe Daomeſtick 
Churches are four, and all 'of them in Sr. Paul's | 
Epiſtles, viz. Remans X VL. 5.,— Likewiſe greet 
the Church Ys bake their Honſe. \.1 Cor. XVI. 

. x9: Aquila and Priſcilla ſelute you much im. the 
Lord, mith the Church-that-1s in their Houſe. 
Coloſ IV. 15. Salute the Brethren --- and Nym- 
Phas, and the Church which is uw his Houſe, Phi- || : 
lemon, ver. 2. -—— And to the Ch n ” [ 
Houſe. p 

Thar which: is to be enquired. inco, | 90m 4 

1s meant by. the Chorch in ſuch. or 
Houſe? There are bur two-.things Ties 1: f 
know of) thar were ever offered by any, as | » 

Fr intended by'thar Expreſſion -4; {1}: Thar, by : 

> 


the Church in fach a Houſe, we are* ro-under- 


Rand hog Family, ſo Religiouſly 'fratned and 
- ordered, 


* 


7 Fas... q 
£:£-3 
= 


_ vers, -as thar of ' a Family uſerh ro-be, 
the Name of 'a Church. -P:/cator.. When the 
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, 55S far doth run. . The-adding of ſome 
# {aſtances, 2 wi ill, I Yores,. be a and wi 


11-£O UL r, 
Rom: XVI: 5. — The  Ghareh in their Houſe. 
Ic is avery- Honourable Encom:um, when the 


' Name of &'Church'is given to:a:Family: And 


it_is fit that all . the Families of «the Faithful 
lztle Churches, Calvin = locum. Grotius 


(as Fiicted by Pool) gives nor only his Opinion, 


bur alſo his Reaſon. Iris credible { faith he.) 
thar when Paul wrote this Epiſtle, there were 
not then any Common Aſſemblies. of Chriſtians 
at'Rome.- And at fach a time, eyery Houle 'is 
2 Church. | Da. Pareus determines, - Thar the 
Houſe, or Family of every Behever, how imall * 


 ſoever-ir! be, may be calleda Church. Efthius 
# (a Papiſt) cred. in Pool's Smmopfis, Thus dectares 


him(elf:: The Name of Church, as the Apoſtles 
made ule of ir, dorh fignifie any Congregation 
of the Fairhfuf,though ir be ſmall and private, 
eyen'of one Houle only. - 

1 Con /X VI. 19. -— "Ir th. the Church that 


in” their Houſe. It is evident , 


thar- Pax/:commends the Family of 4-thes 


_ and Priſcilla, as if it were 


rain-licfle Church. . Beza in Anner: | 
4 L IV. 5. Nymp has -— and. the Church 1 
bs: Houſe: ] Bren a ſcnall Meeting of Belie- 


Apoſtle: ſpeaks of the Domeſtick Church of 
Ks ang; we ſhould A 3-0, thar in Hey 
3 10g 


mighe: woot be own; FY 


ſhould be ſo ordered, that they may be as/ſo. 


Fd 


i x en 0 any lon what 
Families of Chriſtians - caught © be, 4 
linje Churches. -- 

Ver. 2. — Aud #0 to Giuch, 


Ph 


bs Haonſe. ] Thar is, To thy whale 
is 


; The Houſe and F of 'a Belie- 
I {oever ir "ag andy h called a 
Church. Plgs!. Pareus, 53 locuen: 

Theſe Teſtimonies are Gaifroitar '2o ſhew, 


Marr) irene do underſtand the 
Families chemſelves. 
2. There are ſome who think ; Thar the 


['F-fi 
ih 
_ 

$ 


*0v] 
ripen 
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[Hg 


He 
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thip, ni Ee Ree Aram 
In which Dillercarion, per? he  recites- all 


* Len of Þrienr—denh a it '55 povin _ ex. 


—_— | bur of the tas Cx "the 
| there wort to Aſſemble for: the per» 


* formance of Dirine Daris, OS Þ: 


_ pag. 21. © Taminoc rhe firſt {1 rhink-) who 
C have takew'che words. in ſuch a ſenſe. Dec 
» 8 ” L. , * Me; 


by the Church in ſuch or ſuch an Houſe, 
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' Church, as Tereiian reftifies., Grot5us/in Poof's (| 


JETS 


HA 


5 # 


TONIGTVTER 


-$ 


|-- —_ ( viz. The Church, in their Houſe) 
Believers, 


| _ Mr. Adede. 


OR 


js 2 


* har of Aquila and Priſcilla, ja 6. 
* were ſo Eminers for Verrue, that they m 
exen their Houſe to be a Church : Or this is 


* becauſe all their Domeſticks were 
* ſo thar their Houſe was- a Church.  "Fhus far 


Oar very Learned and Plous 
(according to the {weerneſs of 


: OONReeE 


_ - thera 10-the Exerciſes of Religiog. 


T8TaI Fans 


would heve them {o-denominared, becauſe the 


reals #: 
dome} is content to rake in both the men "4 
b 


| Interpretations | 

Thar che Houke of Nymphbas fi Devenent 

led a Church ; bork: becauſe the Commene. > 

did uſero we thers Li | 
orſkip:: And alto: | 

apr; yrrng his Family in | | 

byte wmabner, and did daily accuſtom 


Having thus fairly. and ocly laid befare 
the Reader the Judgment of Learped Men ,. 
thoſe Domeſtick Churches mentioned 

in Sr. Pau/s Epiſtles, I ſhall make a few Oh- 

feryarians upan-the whole matter. As, | 

21. I do oþferye that Expoſiers,. dah ye 

' -etix and modern, {es far as I underſtand) do 
gently ſonanechucerprration, whe faith, 

the Places wherein Domeſtick Churches 

_ are ſpoken of, are meant. well-or- 
dered Families. And: that. Mr. Mede, who: 


Congregarion aled ro meer in them. for Reli- 
gious Worthip, doth T7 prone. 


My AD TEES ARenths Se * 
'been'the Families rhemſelves. And afterwards, | 
That be thinks, that be # not the firſt, who rook 
them for Places 'where rhe Congregation af- 
ſembled. And then, That Occumenius (if he 
underſtand him) may encline to this 
though be mention the other alſo, which derer- 
mines, Thar Families are there imended. Up- 
"on the Allegarion of that Writer only, who is 
bur of Inferiour Nore, both in Time and E- 
Rteem, I collect thar if any of the more Ancient 
, or Ennnem Doctors, kad any 'thing-in them , 

_ to have befriended Mr. Mede's Opinion, that 
then, he who was ſo much-verſed in them, 
would undoubredly have produced their Te- | 
ſtimonies. 

s. 1 Obſerve Thar if the Church in fuch or 
. fach a Houſe, do fignifie the Family ;- then I 
- ſuppoſe, thar none can reaſonably refuſe this 
as a fafficient Argument, by which Family- 
Worſhip may'be eftabliſked. Becauſe if a Do- 
'meſtick Church be admired, then of neceſſity 
' Family-Worſhip 'muſt come in alſo. For a 
Church withour Vorthip, is bur a'Cloud with- 
our Warer. 

3. 1 Obſerve,” That though i it were granted 
as a thing unqueſtionable, That thoſe Dome- 
ſtick Churches were only Families: Yer this 
can be no” prejadice to the Dignity, nor relax 
the Dary of Congregational Churches, who are | 
fill bound to meer for Religious Worſhip, in 
fuch convenient places, as the gradivus Provi- 
"dence of God ſhall pleaſe ro afford/them. Be- 
cauſe Family-Worſhip and Publick Worthip, do 
- Very well accord and embr:;ce one another, 


4. I 


_ Having 


. © LOblerve, Ter the maybe Mad  _ 

v2 "2% Religious Worſhip of ſuch Perſons, as. may: | 
be denaminared body's Family and a ( 
gation, jn-the-ftrict acceprarion of the rerms, 


Becauſe a Family may be 1o Y and conſiſt 
allo of fo manyMembers,as may ſufficient 
Materials ro conſtiture a Congregation, in which 
the ſtared Worſhip of God may: be. ordi 
miniſtred : As Preaching -the Word , Joynt- 
Prayers aid Praiſes, and Holy Sacraments. . ...: 
thus diſcharged what I undertook, 
I ſhall conclude this parr. of my Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Family-Churches with rwo wholſoame 
Documents { as himſelf calls them } of Excet- 
len Biſhop. Davenane. .. (1,) * It refts upon 
* every Head of a Family, ſa to order and 
« exerciſe his Houſhold in the true Religion , 
© that his Houſe may deſervedly obrain rhe Name 
« of a Church. Thus did Abraham, to: whom 
« God gave this Teſtimony, Gen.'18. 19., For 
* I know bim, that be will command his Children, 
« and bis Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
* the way of the Lord. And Foſb.24: 15. — But 


« «« for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 


*(2.) They are unworthy of the Name of 
« Chriſtians, who { as ro Religion } och 

© take no care of their Dometticks, Pupiges. 

* bur ſuffer their Houſes to be de- ,.. + 

* filed with Luxury and Drunkenofs;. ſo that 

: Meds more. truly call them Atc-Houles, 
hus he 1 traced Family-W byis 
foo both ey by 


apparent þ eps, through 

the New Teſtamear. I granc that PE farker k 

Examples Tight haye by” produced, "ik 
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which have been AE = diady his. 
ficienr to anfwer the End to which they were: 
defigned, whichwas ro manifeſt, That Family- . 
Worthip was always uſed by ors wow 
I alſo freely acknowledge, Thar the £3 
mfifted upon by me, might have been. 
ter improved, bad they Þcen managed by an. 
abler Undertaker, and all that I prerend un, 
is only that I endeavonred to r them uſe- 
ful ro the clearing of the Subject of the preſem: 
Difconrie, withour Reflexions, or Exaſperations. 
of SL ine who confent nor in all things with my 
Apprehenfions. And- thus would I now very 
| þ na; put a Perivd to theſe Papers, which have- 
y. been carryed on to-a length far beyond 
my Intention, or. Expeftation. Bur T find thar 
Linddabb as yet conclnde my own Pains, or the- 
Reader's Patience, bur muſt employ bork a: 
while longer, thar I may give more fall Sariſ- 
faction { as. far'#s T'am; able ): ro fach as will: 
concern themſclyes abour a Subject of this Na- 


ture. 
' . Obje&on. There are ſome, who thongh, 
eompaſſed about with fo great a Cloud of Wir-- 
neſſes) may Reply upoti me: You have bronghr 
us good mer” + pant we expe Ar- 
Luments, call for Serszprrre*Gromnnds- 
and > *x-aphc/ + which Py"R be: 
- rihip may 
Anfever. 5 entrear thoſo tha make. 
this Demand, that rhey would lay\afide 
airy ang, er and re allow m 
. - fare to their Thonghns and AﬀeCimns, © 
| _— to arrend unto, and: j judicionlly 1 ro weig 
"= 308 that F bumlily and a freedy ſhall lay wy 
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we are commanded them in- 


our Practices ; this 1s e inculcared, as 


Fobm XII. 1 5. For I bave given you ay exaxir 
Ple, that ye ſbould do « I have done. James V. 
19. Take my brethren the Prophers, For an exant- 
ple of ſuffering afjiiRion, and of patience. 2Thel. 


JI. 7. For your felues know, hom ye oug bt to fol 


how uw. Heb. VL 12. That ze be not flathful 
hue follawers of them, who thro" fith Ma patd- 
ence snberit the promiſes. 
produce more Teftimonies ro affure or confirm 
this Poſfirion, That Scriptyre-Exawples io thoſe 


things, which are. common to. all the Children - 


of Grad, have rhe padng Fw and Autho- 
rity recepts 5 e v2ry 

are ſuppoſed to be warranted, and rey 
ks Diſco This hath been done ao 


% % 
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- 208 "of Family Wir. 
minded fhall think rbemſclves privi to 
reject ar their pleaſure. Unleſs therefore we 


/ bare, (that is, 'ro fight blind-fold ) or, in the 


very expedient, that ir be reſolved, whar Ar- 
guments ſhall be allowed and admitred for 
Scriprure-Proofs:' This I think to be a modeſt, 
and a neceflary Demand , becauſe fome will 
exact ſuch A as are'not congruous to 
The Marter under debare, and rhen ir will be 
unreaſonable to ſay, we will have fach, or none. 
Others, when they are preſſed wirh evident 
Reaſons, that militate againſt rheir Opinions, 
'retreat to thris, as their Strong-hold, We will 
"Rave none of your Reaſonings; bring us the 
expreſs words of the Scripture, or we will not 
be farisfied. This is a very hard Caſe indeed, 
when Men will aot yield to Cerrarn Truth, faf- 
ficiently and clearly proved, unleſs they may have 
the liberty ro affign and approve rhe Arguments 
Thar fhatl convince them, otherwiſe they- will 


| entering they be. Do Men jars?  chemſelye 

by the carriage of the Apoftle 

Thomas, and ſappoſe that” his Weakneſs ſhall 

Parronize all their Wilfulneſs ? Iam perſwaded 
tharif ſome Men would bur atrenrively read, 


© and ruminare' upon. that Hiſtory which -is re- 


">. blaſh To ſee their own Temper rhere reflected, 
_ "as in a Mirror. "The reſt of the Apoſttes aſſt 
:red Thomas, that the Lord Jeſns was riſen from 
_ - the Dead, and that themſelves had ſeen him. 
"Bar this wonld nor Ce aaa 0-5 
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relolve ro continae the Combars of the Anda- 


* 
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 Apoſtle's Phraſe, To beat the Air," I ſuppoſe it 


not admit'of them, nor value them, how co- 


corded in Fobu XX. 24. 25: Sz. they would 
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| hands the' print of the nails, and\put my foinger 
in the print of the nails, and thruſt my hand in- 


which we may wonder moſt,” bis Riffneſs, or 


aol. BY Ha I 5 oo of * ='%-? 


| deemer? He condeſcended to Cure his Diſci- | 


afterward be rectified by thar A 


| {elves ro be Chriſtians, to have been ſufficiently 
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"Hence thatihe vver would be Gniedod nite.” 4 


it were in his own way. Except I fee in bs 


to bij fide, 1 will "ot believe. I know nor-at 


his weakneſs. Might it not have been « 
if he had ſeen the wide holes made through 
our Saviour's Hands by the grear Nails thart 
were driven through them ? No, bur he muſt 
alſo pur his Finger mo them. Could nor the 
gaping Wound made by the Spear 1m our Sa- 
viour's Side ſpeak loud enough ? No; but he 
muſt thraft his Hand \into it. Alas! whar is 
Man, when he becomes vain in bis Imagina- 
tions, and diſordered by his Paflions ?- On the 
other fide, how aftoniſhing was the 
and Tendernefs -of ' our "Com 


ple's Infirmiry (or rather Peevithneſs) in. his 

own way. The Phyſician Ggns the Bill, which 

was the Patient's Preſcription : - But withal he -_ 
ſhews him his Error, and doth admoniſk-others 
ro beware of the like Folly, which could never 


ver. 29. Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen, thou bef : 
belicocd : Bleſſed are they who have not ſeen, and 11 
yet have believed. They who muft treat with | 
ſows Perſons, not only abour theSubject of 
this Diſconrſe, but alſoin mary other. Inſtances, 
will not think this Digreflion to be -imperti» 


nent,” 
3. There are many Important Triiths, which 


T rruſt wilt be granted by all cbat own them- 
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rad, that which mas ſpoken to you of God, ſaying, 
I am the God of Abraham —-— God is not the God: 
of the dead, but: of t 4 1 
chit if this Proof bad been brought againſt 
fome of rhe Diſputants of aur Times, they. 
| rejected, if nor deſpiſed ir, and- 
this ro the purpoſe? Here is nor. 
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betauſe thar Perſon mnt needs be 
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be * raiſed from the Dead; 


and. Happy, who tack the Lotd for 
his God: Bur if Abraham ſhould be for ever 


' kept under the Power of Death, he conld nor 


be perfeity and erernally Happy. And 'fo 
here is a Scriprare-Proof, Thar rhe Dead fhafl 
be raiſed. | 

2. Paul did — from the Scriptnres, Thar 

Jeſus was oo# rmens Meſſias, ro the Convi- 
NN of the Unbelieving Jews. 4s XVII 2, 
3. And Paul—- reaſoned with them, out of thi. 
Fcriptures, and aledging, that Chrift 
muit needs have ſuffered, and riſen apain from - 
the dead. Ant] that this Gefur, whom | (faith he) 
I Preach nnto you, is Chrit, And howa4id he 
prove his Aferrion * { 1. , He Rea- 


foned, or Difpared, as% Logician. NAGAR ZR 


.(.) "His Proofs, or —_ ty rape. 


were taken our of rhe Scri 
{ 3.) He did produce hogs; =o as hid: 


down in Scripture,nor in ſo many expreſs words, 
but as dettuced from therice by neceflary Con- 


ſequence. Though we cannor thew, bow, ot 


m what words be framed his r, yet we- 
may perceive, how a ſolid and_unan{werable 
ANnaFiey be formed ont of the = 
ro w——_— char Jeſus, whom Paul pu 

the promiſed Meſſi, who was -ourg of | 
Ao and rhe Prophers, this: He who had 4 

ve ChardBers by which the Meſfias 
ſ\cribed and notified, was uniloubiedly 
the Meſſe imended'? them; and be'as 
certainly known thereby, as if he had been ex-  - 
NETOnR Bur all 'thofe VER _ | 
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that be-ſhould. be born of a_Vi ». that the 


Place of his' Birth ſhould be Bechlebem: Thar 
he ſhould come into the World before the. ex- 
piration of Seventy Prophetick Weeks, + fore- 
told by Danze/. _ That Meſſias ſhould be cut 6f, 
Thar they. ſhould pierce his Hands and his 
Feer, That they ſhould caſt Lots on his Velture. 
Thar though be was pur to Death, yer he ſhould 
not ſee Corruption, bur be raiſed the third 
day : And ſeyeral other. ſuch Remarkable Cir- 
cumſtances exactly. and punctually centering 
in Jeſus, whom Paz! preached. . Such a Scrip- 
- rure-Proof was judged ſufficient by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Luke XXIV. 25,26,27. 
Then ſaid be unto them, O Fools, and ſlow of 
heart,. to believe all that the Prophets bave fpoken. 
Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things , 
and to enter into bi Glory ? . And beginning at 
Moſes, 4nd- al. the Prophets, he . expounded unto 
them mn all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himſelf.  Pauldiſputing with the Jews at Rome, 


took the ſame Method. 48s XXVIIL 23; Tv 


whom he expounded and teſtified the Kingdom of 
God, perſwading them concerning Feſus, both out 
of the Law of Moles, and out of the Prophets, 

from Morning till Evening. - | 
Upon. theſe Grounds we. may maintain 
with great aſſurance, That 4 Proof. drawn from 
the Scripeures, by ſound and neceſſary Conſequence, 
# 4 good and ſufficient Scripture-Proof. I do re- 
; this Axiom to all that intend to be 
ed Proteſtants, to be maintained 


and beld faſt by them. Becaule it is the com- 
EPI | ; _ mon 
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4 hon Anikce of: en to unſerde and en- | 


rangle thoſe/rthar are weak, by telling chem, 
Thar rhe*Proteftants cannot prove any one of 
their DoCtrines by expreſs words of the Scrip- 

ture, as thar the Pope of Rome 1s not: Chrilt's 
Vicar upon Earth. f Thar the Bread-in the 
Lord's Supper is not tranſubſtantiated into the 


; rrue, real Body of Chrift; and fo of all the 


reſt. If the Sons they make uſe of,truly 
drawn our of the Scripture, be never ſo plain 
and full, yer they clamour, Bring us the ex- 
preſs words of the Scripture. It is unaccount- 
able with whar confidence they can Challenge 
the Proteſtams ro bring expreſs Scriprure for 
their DoCtrines, or elſe their Arguments are of 
no validity, when in the mean time they confeſs, 
thar Purgatory, the. witk-holding the Cup in 
the Lord's Supper from the Laity ( as.they call - 


them) and ſeveral others, are not mentioned 


art all in the Scriprure, nor to be proved by Ar- 
guments drawn from thence ; but by Tradition, 
or the Churches Authority. I am the more in- 
ftanr.in this, 'becauſe I think ir yery needful to 
Adviſe ſome, who Profeſs- the Relivion of the 


| Proreftants, ' ro conſider, whoſe Work -they are 


(rhongh I believe withour any 


fach Den) when they tell us, They will ad- 


mir of no Proofs by Arguments 6r-Conſequen- 
ces, drawn-our of the Scriptures, bur preſs for 
the Words and Syllables of the Concluſion, to 


$* Þe ſhewn- them in-the Scripture. /This is that-. 


Drug which the Papiſts do rejoyce to ſee plan- 
red and watered among the Proteſtants,.. This 
is a Device in which they greatly Trium 


Glory,” And among them one Francis Veron, a 
French» 
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MmAances therein, he purs On ATAap- 


King, Depured by the French Clergy to be the 
Writer in Controverfies : Theſe arc enough to 
ſpeak a Perſon Grear and Excelent. ' And ro 
magnifie this rare Invencion, he ftiles it, The 
Muzzle of the Miniſters, and - affores us, that 
if rbis Engine be well managed, aud bandiſom- 
iy to \this New Art ( as he 
calls 

If 


it) the very Foundation of Proteftantiſm 
be eafily demoliſhed and eraſed. 
any ſhall blame me for ftraying thus from 
my Sabject, I affure rhem I knew not how 10 
the end of it, wirbour ferching this 


come 
compals abour. - Neither could I nnderftand 
Ferigen 


purpoſe it would be, ro multiply more 
king and enforcing of Family-Worſhip, un- 
And now, 


What A ought to. be accep- 


and admitted for Scripture-Proofs? EF ſhall * 


{ ro make full Meaſure, and ranning over) of- 


| fer ſongg more of them. Bur, bearing « due 


reſpect eo the Reader's Diſpofirion, Avacations, 


or Occaſions, I hall propound them / the more 


ſuccinctly 
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- 2. 1 ſhail Argue from the Nature and: Conr 
ſiirution of Families, in which they who- 
througbly enquire” inio them, may cablydil- 


' cover plain Indications, that the molt Wiſe 


and Holy God did'caſt them into ſuch a Mold, 
thar-they: mighr perceive thar be intended and 
expeRted ro be worſhipped in them. If any 
thiok' it Rrange, - that I refer Families ro a Di- 
vine Inſtitution, -and. would bave tliem caſt 
only under his Common Providence : They 


. may pleaſe w take notice, that though they 


were acknowledged to have forme Foundation 
in Nature, - yer that: is nor ſufficient to make 
them Die of « Dirive Inftimarion, Upon 
due ( 0s, i will be found thar a Mar- 
riage-Relation (which lays in martey for cre» 
ing of Families) i nuch of the fune Na+ 
wre.' | Marriage, as it comes in under the Law, 
er Regniation of Commen Previdence, is dif- 
fakive; and rcacheth all Mankind ; and yer ir 
an Qrdinance of Gad; fandified 2nd bletſed 


tw his Church and People, and is to be eſteemed: 


Sacred amang them. The Papiſts indeed do 


raiſe it a ſtep 160 high, when they advance it | 


10-the Dignity and Myſtery-of a Sacrament, 
truly and property* ſo called, The Caſe is 
mach rhe ſame with Femilies. They are plan- 
ted alf over the World. Bur the Tnſticurion 


of a Religions Family is by Ged's Appointment - 
rhoſe only who are cafled by his - 


made over 10 


Nate and fo they become Holy Societies, 


= 7 mc nn yr db rome this ju ae 


will not be interpreted as a dioainution-of the 
| validiry 'or weight-of them, As, 
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Conftirution'we may perceive an Eny 
. Th be laid upon them, tro Worthip God” 
ded and 


ther, and they are excellently mol 
kfied in order thereunto. - As, 


her -in one So- 


cope. a very black mark them, who 
Rom. 1.31. are withour Natural AﬀeQtion The 
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ber Eegs in the Earth==-- and: 
Foot may cruſh them, or the wild Beaſts may break 
them : She 1s bardened ap ainſt ber Toung Ones, 
a if they were not hers. | | could/hearrily wiſh, 
_ that there were no cauſe for the-like Complaint 
among 
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JE rg us: "i aketchere adi many, wha 
- | caſt off the Care of their Familes, and give up 


oo and: extream Neceflitics. - And: unleſs 
S Jongns? y be: found our, and applyed ro 
pur-a ro. 


” OO 


many Opportunities, and great Advantages to 


"he rimes of Refreſhment, by Food, har 
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' themſelves ro Idleneſs, and ſpend all that: they 


earn,; and more, in Gaming and Debauchery, 
while:their: Wives and. Children are reduced to 


theſe Diſorders, it | 

will be no wonder, if our Po- Prov. XXIV. 
verty come, as one that travel-. 34- 
leth, and our Want as at armed 
Man. The Defign of this Diſcourſe being to 
promote Religion in Families, I think it very 

pardonable ro have mentioned this Plague of 
\Familics, which-}is deſtructive to rhem 1n- all 
things that concern theis Welfare and Proſpe- 

rity. And now, I ſhall carry the Argument 
farther. If Nature teach ' and bind all the 
Members of a Family reſpectively to ſeek the 
Incolumity. and Proſperiry of the whole, :as to 
bodily welfare ; Grace ſhould dire&t and im- 
pel-rhem as potently ro look after the fafery and 
Salvation of rheir Souls, which are to be ſecu- 
red by the fear and ſervice of. God, and the 
enjoyment of his Favour and Blefling : This - 
being an evident Truth, That one Soul is more 
worth than the whole World. - 


(2.) Families are fo diſpoſed, that they have 


and encourage one another in. the Ex- + | 
erciles of Religion ; in regard of their. frequenr 
coming together, more than any other Socie- 
ries are. capable. of. - : They - meer nſually, at 
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No thatj200 9 og had, ity fb, 
They. miay, whenſvever they will, 
Afer. XIV. de ene anorber goal, This: 
7." © "nent is poimed-ar -by God kim 
when he enjoyns' Heads of Farm: 
lies, diffgently ro Inftruct — he 
infinuares. the readiries #nd 
which they have ſo to-do. Dew. VE. 7. 4nd 
thou ſhalt teach them diligently nnto' thy Id 
and thou ſhalt talk of them, when thou” fitteſt in 
thine bouſe,and when' thou walkeft by the way,and || ſha 
when thou lyeft | down, _—— thou riſeſt up. Þ ter, 
ey cn prerend, - That they are wilins, | Th 
r lack zty, for that 1s then, fur 
robes bro Opperemiy, if nrHwt/y bein I] anc 
cheir Hearrs, nothing hinders. them from ma* J far 
king wſe-of ir. | not 
(: 3: ) God hath made abundenr Provifion for || Sar 
the ſecuring! and promoting of Family-Wor- | Sp 
ſhip -in' rhe; Duries _ nd aqpre Exerciſes || ſpe 
thereof, orb by and. Directions. || erc 
Deur. VT. 7.- Thou <p diligently teach thy Chil- || ref 
dren. Ephel. VI. 4. And' ye, Fathers, provoke | He 
ne your Children to wrath; but bring them up in | the 
the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 'Prov. | the 
XXTE. 6. Train up 4 Child (in the Margenr, If di 
Catechize a Child) #n' the way which be ſhould the 
go, and when be x old he will not depart from it. || its 
| And many like Injuntions, whicl have been 
occaſionally mentioned in this Diſcoueſe. And 
inftcad of repeating or remforeity them, I'de- anc 
fire leave to: one thing more; which || ſuc 
poſſibly doth nor ſo ordinarily fallunder our | Vir 
notice, and enrreat the Godly-wiſe® and Jud#- 
<cions to -exerciſe rheir thoughts w_—_— 
umbly 
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| ther Family-V 


Vitals of Religion. 
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.ohe fignal Inſtance of God's care for rhe-main- 
txining' and. 
ther he commended "the Sant ifiearion of the 
Sabbath; ro Famikieg inthe firſt phace, and then 


| ro Magiſtrates, who are alſo ro look. after the 


within their Gates. The [Fourth 


Commandment is, Remember the Sabbutb-dayy boy 


tb keep it Holy 3 and-in order theres, toreftramn 
from every thing that may —_ ir." Thou 
ſhalt ds no work , Maney iyeiln , ov thy: 

ter, nor thy Man-ſervant, nor thy Mid: ſiroans-—« 


The Head of the Family, is, in a great' mea- 


ſure, reſponſible for thoſe. unider' his Charge, 
and oughr not to ſuffer them ro profane it, as 
far" as he can hinder them, | Iris rrue, he can» 
gor -pur*Grace into- them, ro enable rhem ro 
Sanctifie ir, in" the 'Exereiſe of Internal and 
Spirirul Principles : Yer he- may ce them 16 
ſpend the Day m' the Pablick and Private: Ex- 
erciſes of 'Go's Worſhip: Or at teaſt he' may 
reftrain 'rhem from Profhitig the Sabbath, 

Here ler Experience be heard to reſtifie, whe- 
ſhip, and rhe SanQtification of 
the Sabbarh, do-nor ordinarily thrive, or de- 
dine rogether 2? Tf rhey find ir fo'in the event, 
they who would preſerve Family-Worſhip in 
its vigour, ſhould be more vigilant- over 'their 
Families, to prevent Sabbatrh-Profanations', 

which wil! hardly be Kepr our, if Reriſneſs 


and looſe Indiffereniey be once {er in; becauſe 


ſuch a Frame of Spirit will-Prey' wport the very 
If} Family-Order were 
more inviolably obſerved, and Family-Govern- 
menr and Power more vigorouſly — 

vil 
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Civil Magiſtrate would nor find Þ many 
fane Sabbath-breakers. 'Bur if Family-Gorer- 


nours will continue remiſs and negligent berein, 


it is high time for Pious Magiſtrates 


Neb. XII. to put forth the, Zeal of Nehemiah: 


19, 18. To contend with the Nobles, ( as well 
7 as the Inferiour People) and to. [ay 
them, WV/hat evil thing # thu that ye do, and 
ane the Sabbath-day ? Did not your Fathers 
thus, and did not God bring ths evil upon us, and 
upon this City ? Jet ye brang more wrath upon 
Iſracl, by profaning the Sabbath. 
(4. ) Every Family is, by irs Conſticurion, 
ſo united, and every Member, by murual Re- 
lations, ſo knir - rogerher, that ir becomes One 


 Bedyj\ and all-are joynt-ſharers in the Welfare. 


or Miſery of the whole Sociery. Ir is with a 
Family, 1a this reſpect, as it is with the Na- 


tural Body, 1 Cor. XII.'26. Whether one Mem- 


ber | ſuffer, al the Members ſuffer with it: Or 


ene Member be bonoured, all the Members rejoyce. 


- Thus it is allo in Fulicical Bodies. 

Fol. VII. One Achan,by his Treſpaſs, brought 
down wrathupon all Ioael. 2 Kings. 

XXIV. 3,4. Surely, at *the Commandment of 
_ the Lord, this came upon Judah, - to remove them 
out of bis ſight, for the fins of  Manafſch -—- 
which the Lord would not -parden. And in Ec- 
clefaſtical Societies, 2 Cor. V. 6. - Know ye not 
that a little leaven leaveneth the whole, lump ? 
Ver. 13: ; — Therefore put away from among 
your ſelves that - wicked Perſon. This allo. may 
be experimented-in Domeſtical Societies, and 
the ratber,' becauſe their Conjundtion. and [- 
gion 1s narrpwer and ſtricter, and therefore is 


more 


. 
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of, Remil Jerky W..- 


mare . fredaget im :diately;. and ſeabbly 

touched and LNG "When Eyil y, found. i ig 

a Family, the Nias are. Ihaters in ity 

whethec .it. bx, -of : Sin or Suffering, 

There ,may pn Rang a -- ' $6 of wk 
1 

pink roy open Penty' 3 Cidien; Fathers 


be guilty :, Or it 3h only ao nr 


be adtually and perlonally. »Tuile:: 4 


inal, yer. the reſt may...p I F- 
be paftakers in thoſe Sins,” All bis ALF: b: 


eicher | by. Conſear, or if wicked. 
they do nor, in their Place _ 
and Scation, ſue: for Pardoning Mercy, 2 AS 7b 
did, who offes red Burnt- offerings. for the Expia- 


_ of. Facpily -Sit5s AS: WAS. ſewn, When the 
| mple. 0 


MES was produced as a Precedent 
ray Fambly: Religion. And for Family-Refth* 
mation, we have aces « Example,Ge. XXXYV. 
2. nd Jacob. {aid unto bs | bouſhold, Pur away 

the firaugeGods that are 4 and be clean 
To whick. + mnay add 4 mh wholfomn Ad- 
vice, Fob XI. 14. Fagg F% wats T; dnefi awel in thy 
Tabernacles. As the Evil of Sin may, ſpread'ro 
the whole Family, ſo ma hg Evil.of f Soffors 
ing involve all. - Gen. X And the Lord 
plagued Pharaoh and bs Houſe - th great Plagues. 
Prov. III. 33. The Curſe of the Lord 7s in the 
Houſe of the wicked. On the other fide, if the 
Family ſerve God Religiouſly, all the Members 
may partake of God's Bleflings. 2 Sam. VL. 
11. The Ark of the Lord continued in the Houſe 
of Obed-Edom-+- and the Lord. bleſſed Obed- 
Edom, and 41 bis houſhold. Prov. III. 33. The 
Lord bieſſeth the habitation of the Fuſt. 
G 


7s 


122 Uf E.mihWaſhh. 
oe Eimily Yarltip, which ofqwn from ir 
-Conftirution, and the*Joypt-participarion of all 
the Members, in the Good;or Evil of the whole: 
..2. The ;Second Scrigzure-Argument for Fa- 
mily-Worſtyp, may be drawn from 'rhe Dury, 
the Holy Penciple, and rhe Benign Diſpoſition 
of ſuch as are-truly Godly, and may be ' thus 
formed. Every Godly Man is bound to do all 
the good he can; according to his Calling, Ca- 
__ LG Jac, and 'Reflarion. For every 


2 Tim. 1I Man ſhould 'be ready for 
48. _ *. eyery good work. Moſt evidenr 
-c.-: ..- i 1s, and undenyable, That much 
good _ may be done by a Godly Man in the 

| Fichful diſcharge of bis Relarive Duries: For 
the Scripture very Eatneſtly prefſetb to rhe dif- 
<kharge.of them, atid giveth many Directions 
abour them,, in regard that the Power of God- 
lnels is therein exerciſed and evidenced.” Very 
muchdo. ye read of rhe Relarive Duries of Huf- 
bands and Wives, Parems and'Children, 'Ma- 
ſters and Servants; which are 16 be conſcien- 
cioully obſerved, as well as any other Divine 
Commands. . Ir looks then very oddly and un- 
becomingly, to hear any Perſons profefſing God- 
linefs, ro- ſpeak jeſtingly, or ſportingly abour 
any of the Inſtances of Conjugal Duties. How- 
ever unwiſe and nunwary Men may make a 
mock of them, yet certain it is thar the Power 
of Religion diſcovers ir ſelf in much Brighmeſs 
and Excellency, when Profeſſors ſerve God fin- 
cerely and dilipently in. their proper Stations ; 
and it is a great blemith ro Religion, when rhey 
zrecdaulry, and juſfly reproyeable en ſuch Ac- 
: COUnts. 


32 O AU 5 ty 2 2592 5 < ==” & 9-2 a5. .aD-.oac.c -cc}]aqcmudacia.c cc. 


of Family Werſdip, 1233 - 
| counts; - The viewing of. ſome Inſtances, will 
make this mort woctagibe {1.) When a Re- 
ligious Man:is cloathed with the Pawer and Au- 
thoriry of. 2 Magitrate it is nox enough for © - - 
ſuch an one ro. ſerve. God: as a good Man, in 
living Suberly, Rightecuſly, bay, Godly : Bur 
he mult ſerve.God as 2 good Magiſtrate. Thoſe 
are very excellent Qualifications, -which are t9 
be ſought for in thole who are to.be entruſted) 
with the Magiltracy, That... _. * * 
they be. able Men,; ſuch as fear. ; Exod. XVII. 2T, 
Ged, Men of ,Truth,: hating _ 
Coverouſneſh, . And when Jus come to execute 
their. Office... they aught to act with Reſolution, 
2 Sam. MeL, 3... He that Ruleth over. Men, 
muſt be juft, Ruling in the: fear of” God: (2.) He 
thar is entruſted I: the ONE f of a Miniſter 


he muſt; Go ;ro; his Doctrine, . as wall As 
= Ng Word, be in- 
and out of Seafc a ' Rebuke, 
eons, Jroky with pil [Long:fad; ring, an 
e, thar., he. may, be 2, good | zaiſter, of 
- K POguenriy (and If y) ſaid, - 
| 7. 2 ag Famuly .be. a Pro- 
pher;: a fre and a o his own | Houle, 
A Prophet t,,nNOF only ro NB an 6 If, as every. 
good ah Fa do, after che- falmift's Exe 


ample, 4 I:7. -—- My Reins 4'fo inſtruf? 
me in the Sigh pon 5 bur Allo. 0 Teach bis 
Family... Dept. 7. Thou ſhalt FI 


Teeny teach thy ( foigon A; fe reſt, Ro.XIL. r. 
Not ,only . to. .\preſent; £- wy 2. 
*« waa. ok 
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living Sacrifice, Hoty, accepraþle to God: And 
' ".ra.offer up Spirittal Sacritices, ac- 

g 31-Pi.IT, 5. " ceprable ro x04 by "Jets Chrilt: 

But alſo 10 he'as it were a Prieft, 
for his Fatriy, in things pertaitting unro God 3 
as Fob offered Brrot offerings, for'the Expiation 
of Family- Sins, and Abraham prayed for 1hmael 
Fad bur Bleffe& Saviour: prayed, both: for his 
feledt 'Diſciplts {why were” his Family) and 
with ther, as their Mounh to God:. A Kyng, 
bet only to Ruſe hif own Spirit, and ro ſrbdue 
inordinate Aﬀectic s and Paſfiions; 

Prov. AYE 55 on which” actount;* He that rulerh 
* tas iris; is batter- thnh bar tn- 

on Fia. TY ' kevb a City: ) Bur alfo to Rufe well 


& | Tops Floufe, (ving AIP 
In dion: to Command 
Ga XVI _his on, pun Efeunfhold —-- 


=o keep DE Te nn He 


- bis Ditty in 
theſe; pace Capiohs, grim in need of 
any more Arguments to preſs 30-rhe per- 
Meg of 'Famity-Woi 
(3.) Third Ar Bbfrs 4 for Baindly*Wor- 
fhip, may he drawn from! thoſe thany Tnjunti- 
ons, which harpe' the People *of God; nor to 
Jymbolize, with the Carnat, or Profane Ones 
"of the World. For God-will bave 
Tor yon ae Iratjon to be, made” berween 
<a XU: 1 t reciqus and: the Vile: And 
_ cautioneth thoſe wh bive lis Name 
calle them, That they be nor 
conformed ro' this World; 'in evit manners, 'et- 
ther doing that which. is fioſat;* becauſe __ 
) 
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Of Family -Harfhip. I25 
do {o, though they thiak ir; ſtrangs;, ...... . 
that they, run not with them;ipro 1: Pet. IV. 
the fawe, excel: of Rior, agdfor, 4 , | 
that reaſon; will ſpeak evil of them... , 
Or in not doing thar which Cod hat mad 
their Duty, becauſe others, may; hate, or deſpiſe 
them or _ ſuch cales they, mal fowifie 
themſelves in Foſhug's,,Reſolution;). 
But. as for.me, 1..and my Hauſe will. 7oſb. XXIV. 
ſerve the Lord. Many and, firick ...15._ .. 
are the Scripture-Commands, that... : .-; . 
enforce this: As Epbeſ. IV. 17.. Tha, 1 ſay there- 
fore, and. teſtifie. in. the Lord; that, ye bencefarth 
walk not as other; Gentiles malk, in. the vanity of 
their mind 5 and abundance of other places. 
Apply now. this Argument, and-it will ftrongly 
conclude, for Family-Workhip..,. For, if. thoſe 
wha. call ;hemſelves Chriſtians do not Worſhip 
God in their, Families, whar, difference is there 
(in... this reſpect) berween*their Houſes and 
got of... the. molt Barbarqus Nations, or, the 

ens of Robbers? How. will they +  _ 

be able ro anſwer our Saviour's - Matth. V., 
Queſtion, What. do. ye more ; than; 47: 
others 2 It any. fhou!ld fay,.Though... oy 
we have no Facily-Worlkie. et- we cloſely . 


follow our Employments, and-do. nor. ordiria- 


rily admir of Exceſs and Intemperance to en= 
ter into. them, though, ſometimes the Holy and 
Dreadful Name of God may chance.to be blaſ- 
phemed, and Scurrility, fooliſh, and flchy Talkr 
ing be connived at, and. other, {mall Irregula- 
rities. Bur are theſe {uch Innocent Gueſts ap 


/ 
/ 


| they may. be ſafely. enrerrained in their Houtes ? 


Hach not che Wrath, of: God. for. theſe. things - 
| G. 3 © come ' 


126 Of Family-Worſpip. 
£qme theChitdren of Difobedience, nox 
only in PerſonaFFadgments,bur'atfo in Family 
Curſes 2 Bur" fuppole,” rhar alt things it their 
Houſes were very Regular, yer'if*they do. nor 
Worſhip * God in ' them, rhe Queſtion wilt re- 
rurn, What is there, that may diſcriminate their 
Families from thoſe of ſober Heathens'? If 'rhe 
deſtroying Angel were to paſs through a Town, 
or Streer, - wherein Chriſtians ang Pagans dwelt 
together, it may well be feared; that be would 
nor diſtingutſh rhe Houſes of thoſe who are 
called Ehriftians, if God: be'not worſbipped in 
them, fromthe Habitarions of others,” obſer- 
ving no ſign ef' God's ſpecial Preſence in them, 
or any Family-Worthip daily offered up to him. 
There will ar the aft day be made a manifeſt 
Separation 'berween th= Sheep and the Goars : 
And ir is doubrleſs for the Intereſt and'Comforr 
of thoſe rbar 'hope then ro be placed ar the 
_Righr Hand, tro be careful ro obſerye alf thoſe 
/ things, whereby God wonld have rhem now to 
/ Keep themſelves apart from them who are 0 
be ſer on the Lefr Hand. | 
(4.) A Fourth Argument for Family-Wor- 
ſhip may be drawn from the Principles and Sen- 
riments of Nature, eſpecially when they are ap- 
proved and envigonrared by Scripture. Nature 
reacherh us ro ſeek the gaod of others, as well 
aS our own. This was a Maxim greatly va- 
lyzed among the Heathen : No Man is born for 
himſelf, our Country, our Relatives,our Friends, 
do all clajm a ſhare in us. The'Scrjpture en- 
tHargerh it farther, Gel. VI. 10. As we bave there- 
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all men. Drive 
Home this Argument., i Family-Worſhip were 
CTY Religiouſly 
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Of” Family-Worſhip. 127. 
Religioufly maintained, unſpeakable is the good 
that cars; be. done. The A ftle the; itwerein . 
w; matzer. not, Very. Era, thonghs h he-needed.io 

no: moxe:40-periwade ta complir 
us teys"Þ 2 this, How knoweſt rey Won YIE 
Man,. wherher #bou ſhalt ſave thy * | 

Wie 2 This A ent' Carries As muck Evidence 
and ind Biecy d and enconrage'ns to Famr- 
15-Worltig, ws the ſincere, hearty, and vigorous 
exerciſe thereof, who- knows bur. the Children 
and Servants. may: find the Salvation- of -their 
Souls: (through the: Grace and Blefling- of -God) 
(0: be ſenfibly:promored 2. For rhereby rhey will 
be principled' ic rhe Fundamentals- of Religion, 
and fo fortified againſt pernicious Errors. They 
will be ſeaſoned with the favour of Religion, 
and be habiruatcd and accuſtomed to the Duties * 
and Exerciſes thereof. They will be diſpoſed, 
and exceedingly. berrer capacitered 16. profit by 
the Ordipances of God; when: Publickly admi» 
nittred; They: will, by-the Grace of God, bean- 
ridorated againſt the Poiſonous Infinustions,and 
Evil Examples of the Looſe and Profane: And 
by this means Religion will be. preſerved and 
tranlmitred to the ſacceeding Generation. 

( 5.) The laſt Argument. which I ſhall men- 
tion; to. recommend Family-Worſhip, ſhall be, 
The great Servicewhich it may do to the Church 
of God, and unto rhe Common-wealth, in which, 


. by the Providence of- God; we are to have our 


Repoſe,during or ſtay in this World, (r.) With 
Feſpect to rhe Chytch of God: He thar doth nor 
heartily loye the Church, doth nor. Gocerely love 
Chrift himſelf. For the Church is. his Spouſe the 
Lamb's Wife. Ir is his Body, the ſulneſs of him 
"= G 4 pri 


128 Of - Fomily-IVarſhig. 

that filleth all. in al. - Many are che, gracious Pro- 
miſes which are 'made to them who ſeek and ad- 
vance its Profperity. - And all the genuine Members 
thereof wilt- naturally render ir all the Affriance 
which they can gegularly contribute-to it. Now, fr 
js evident, thar none \can more diredly and really 
befriend the Church of Chriſt, than chey do, »who 


are.moft i and fatchful in the /promoriog of 


Family-Worlhip. For they repleniſh che N 
RE Plants, which may In due "pe bg re- 
moved into the Orchard of the Church. They po- 
liſh and make ready thoſe Living Stones, which 
wirtiout the noife of Axes and Hammers, may 'be 
laid in the' Spiritual Building of the Temple of God. 
rc Neither will the Common-wealth, be lefs in- 
ebied ro them, who, in their Families,: breed up 
moſt uſeful Members for it. . For they who arc Re- 
 ligioufly crained up under Family-Goveramenc,will 
there learn to:be Modeſt, Humble, Obedient, Di- 
ligent, and Frugal. Thar Kingdom which is well 
ſtored: with ſach Cirizens, is in the moſt hopeful 
way to flouriſh of any in 'the World. Were Fa- 
mily- rament more carefully maintained and 
exerciſcd, many pernicious Diſorders would be pre- 
vented. Let Expericace declare, whether the greateſt 


numbers by far of the Debauched and Rapacious do | 


nor iſfue out of Profane and [creligious Families ? 
But if any who have had rheir Education in the Sc- 
minarics of Vercue, ſhould prove degenerate Plants 


(as there may be'fome rotten Kernels in the faireſt 


Pomegranats)- their Vices muſt be condemned. as un- 
excuſable aud monſtrous. And if 'their Crimes 
bring] them [under the Corredtion. of Juſtice, all 
muſt grant, the Magiftrate's Hand ſhould ' fall moſt 
heavily, upon .them,:. And. yer our..of Compaiſlion 
_to them, I hearuly beſeech the Lord to awakep 
their Conſcicnces,' and tb reinforce their fermer 
Inftru&ions upon their, Hearts, thar they may . b= 
brought co figcore 'and ſaving Repentance ; | = 


_ 
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Af Fammily-FPorſkip: 729 
that to be mzde ſo conſpicuous and ſignal, as ſome- 
what to ahaze the Scandal which = y their 
Ex0r Res FR tbfouphr u upoir) oy n: And 
that others, being warned by the —_— may 
learn, and fear, and do no more wickedly. 

Theſe, among .orbers, arc, 1 bymbly co 
ſufficient Seriprure-Grounds and. Re £ © upott 
TR Family-Worſhip: may be eltadhſlied and Cle 
orced. 


And thus” T have ( through the help of Chriſt ) 


according to my ws ig endeavoured to return 
an Aabver. to.the propounded to meg. - if 
any expect; that I Frys have cominped-this Diſ- 
courſe, and, w- have aoded Exboreationg, .Mpcives, 
and DircRiops, and, anſwered ſeyeral 
reſolved | che\Daube. and, Caies thas. 9 Fe- 
mily- V/orſkip, 1 mult defice- them wo 'xemember 
( 35-1 have beforg; Jrymgatcd ) thac I was direted 
only. ts Anſwer ace; Queſtion, and -not 119; gen a 
Treatiſe. And: yet  have- taken a many Adnan» 
tages 33.1 could faig'y-lay bold upon, 49)inermingle 
&veral of wagſe-rhings, { which ſame- __ 
wanting ) threaghout the Contexmre of 
courſe.” Andi this can Work ſhall: yer 
eficemed impericd, 
ſome others. of) greater Abilities, to-gire them far- 
ther SatisfaGiqn. -Ig the mean time, if whac 1 
bave done, my: be wieſul roward the” clearing or 
eſtabliſhing of -the thiog ic ſelf,” T {bull gacorly re« 
joyce. I have only been employed to lay ob lng 
darjon, MORI build upon it, and profpcr. 
Such as it is, | -coaunit ir to the-gaod-Providence 
of God, and, ans that his Dcliap-acy on. 
ogy if,” to nc 


EUN NY, 


IT 1 _ fs 
a Ga | 
' F X 4 
F't 
%S I | ; 


ueftions, or - 


1 hope the Larg:: will | ay 


attract 


* , 5 
- # bf C7 


« k ” 
_ Os x - ®.? 
bl . - 4 Lg 
* 2 _, *P; 
” 
a; ® 4 
] 


Y . 99:ved» Loyae . Sha if - 

* LS % KS. | OS , + 4 L 
by 4 - | | 
, '& i” 4 i ; %. Ss ; 

4 C. . it; 
The Appendix 

v3 , —_ , , # &S «3 - Mp "i 

> Sa * + 4 4 f 


ENT Ike 7 + 0 
& gs 178 "Oe FE | on 
Some Arguments for the Performance fla 
of: '\Fanuly Duties '- Morning and P 
Evening. by | 
: Irſt Argument; is from the Light of Nature, fre 
Pics ir doth digate a; all Men, There i; 
is a God 3'ſo alſo, that this God' ought to be 
worſhipped!” 'And if- ro be worſhip'd; then rhere 
muſt be allowed Times and 'Seaſoris -for this Wor- 
ſhip. "'Attd theſe Times and Seaſons are eſpecially 
when: 'we* <titer” upon any Work” which needeth fs; 
God's Hdp to'atlhft us in dofng it,” or his Bleſfing IB; 
ro\make ir proſperous. And therefore Morning |. 
Prayer” iv: due -to God by the” Light''of | Nature, ſh. 
when Mew chter upon the Work of : the Day. And Bj. 
Evcniog Prayer” that they. may 'have Reft and 
Prote&icr'Jh the Night, and be berrer enabled ro þ 
the Work*and'Duty of the following/Day. And 
to-both'rheſe-i9to. be added Thank(pfving, which 
js part of Divitie Worſhip, duc -£0''Ged aiſo' by fa; 
the Light: of "N:ture; and for which'we have Oc- |, 
mae th Reaſon. every: Morning \,” and” every þ,; 
Even fr 953.100 bye. 5: 04595 aft f 4 3 
Secogd Argument is from the firſt Diviſion God' 
made of: Time; which is -1nto Mornihg and Even- | __ 
og, And therefote -God is 'then®efpecially-to be 
acknowledged in tis wiſe diftribation of Time, F" 
for the uſe and benefir of Man. Ss that Day unto i 
Day -attereth ſprttich, ard Night unto Night teacheth | 
knowledge. And we we (Eſpecially ro rake notice F 
of theſe times, wherein God is Teaching and 


-Speakivg to us. ® 
CL_ Third F 


V. 
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' Third Argument'ls from the Sript tures, both of 
he Old. and New Teſfamenr. "Old Tefta- 
ar we read of the Morning Fre Evebing Sacrf- 
'Which hath a Moral as well as a Typical 
qnificariop : "That God is ro 'be worthip'd Marm- 


'wing: forth-God's loving kindneſs in the mT 
md bis faithfulneſs every night, Pial- 92. 2 

avid faith, Ar Morning, Noon, ani Evening ner 
l[ pray, &c. P/g! "55; 17: which doth” include this 


re, feftamenr we-afe:commanded'ro Pray' continu 

ere Sor as the 'Exctzt?s, or Mſſalians, but a coh ant 
be nurſe of Prajcr is ivtended ; 3-2tid a conftanr courſe 
ere doltrh 5 rfihg' is expreſſed by doing it Day and 
—_ ti. As *ts* fad of Anna; © _— orc, in 
ally Wraner ind Fottire night and Way, like 2: 37."And 


at; N pe raying excetdi Fo 
ing 2 Atid Vid oo tdced contt Bb ia Sppl 


ing athon Night and Diys "And ome” think?” 

i, hc Apoſtle faith, Pry: continzally, tr& alludes ro 
ml Morning and Evenitig Sacrifice, whidh called 
and By e Continual Burnt-offering. And the, Jews had 


cir hours of Prayer, 'which were at * Mt rwice 2 


-\ TY 


uy. 

+ The FourthArgument is from, the oeveral Pra- 
}. tice of the Godly iv all. Ages. And, great regard 

Oc- Þ vght ro be had to it, left by doing $rherwiſe, we 

ay. ive Offence' againſt the Generation of the Righte- 

ud x5;a0d do that which is nor of good Report, which 

a he Apoſt'c doth caution againſt, Phil. 4. 8. 


be | The Fifth Argument is from the Apoſile's Ex- 
e ,/ Portation, Phil. 4.5. In every thing let your Supe 
uto Mication be made know: to God with thanksgivings 
2h kc. which cannot. imply leſs than Morning and 
ice {Ercning Prayter-and Thakſgiviog. 

nd {| The Sixth Argument for Family-Worſhip is, Be- 
cauſe every Man 1s obliged to promote the Wor- 
ip of God to [its power, within rhat Sphere where- 
in 


7p and Everitp. And the "ſaimilt- fpeaks' of - 


fornin2 and Evemng Prayer.” And” ih che” ad 
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